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On  March  8,  Senate  passed  S.  25U8^  to  facilitate  a-dininist ration  of  ceri-ain  grazing 
lands,  o *oS.pplicable  to  national  forest  lands  and  those  administered  by  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  under  Title  III  of  Eankhead-nJoiies  Farm  Tenant  Act» , , oussures  grazing 
permittee  that  he  x-d.ll  receive  benefits  of  improvements  made  in  grazing  land  by  com- 
pensation  for  his  x-'jork  if  he  doesn*t  get  to  continue  use  of  the  land, .provides 
regulations  governing  transfer  of  grazing  privileges^ . . opermits  informal  appeals  of 
Departmental  decisions  up  to  the  Secretain?-  of  Agriculture  and  further  appeal  to  U,S.  \f 
District  Court. 

2,  Administration's  new  tax  bill  (H.R,  83OO)  x-jhich  has  passed  the  House  but  not  the 
Senate,  provides  that  farmers,  ranchers  and  landox-jners  may  treat  certain  soil  and 
X'jater  conservation  costs,  including  erosion  control,  as  expenses  rather  than  capi- 
talizing them.  Amount  that  may  be  deducted  any  one  year  cannot  exceed  more  than  25 
percent  of  grass  income  derived  from  farming.  Amount  above  25  percent,  hoxfever,  may 
be  carried  over  to  the  next  year’s  income  tax  report.  Deduction  is  limited  to  land 
which  has  been  or  is  used  for  faming  at  time  of  deduction.  Deductions  can  be  made 
for  ’’treatment  or  moving  of  earth”  including  (but  not  limited  to)  leveling,  grading 
and  terracing,  contour  furravring,  diversion  and  drainage  ditches,  control  and  pro- 
tection of  X\ratercourse,  outlets  and  ponds,  eradication  of  brush  and  planting  of 
xrindbreaks , (Reduction  in  tax  revenue  to  result  from  this  provision  in  1955  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Committee  at  $10  million.  Purpose  is  to  encourage  sound  conservation.) 

3.  MASGD  news  letter  indicates  that  in  testimony  before  House  Subcommittee  on  Agri- 
cultural Appropriations,  Waters  Davis,  Jr,,  and  George  Heidrich  asked  for  an  increase 
of  $17,14-20,000  (over  195U  figure  of  $59^068,8314.)  for  SCS  to  use  for  ’’staffing  nex-r 
districts,  to  speed  up  current  rate  of  progress 0 (und)  ,©  .complete  land  inventoiy.” 

NASCD  recommended  §6,000,000  for  small  watersheds  plus  another  $55  000,000  ’’x-^hen 
Andersen-Hope  Bill  (II,R.  6788)  becomes  laxr,” 

[j..  Hershel  Do  Newsom,  Master  of  National  Grange,  testif;^m.ng  before  Senate  Committee 
on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  on  farm  program  bill  (S.  3052 — Agricultural  Act  of  195U) 
urged  ’’ample  provision  for  speedy  completion  of  the  land  capability  classification 
program,  now  approximately  one-third  completed  (on  farm  land) . . , ,x7ork  going  too 
sloxvly. , , .land  capability  inventory  Can  be  completed  on  farm  land  in  5 to  7 years  at 
probable  cost  of  about  §85^000,000  or  less.,.. With  this  capability  information  it 
xrould  be  possible  to  approach  problem  of  making  production  adjustments  xri.th  more 
reasonable  degree  of  intelligence,  especially  with  regard  to  our  land .... .would  give 
sound  guide,  for  example,  on  x-rhat  to  do  with  acreage  diverted  from  such  crops  as 
corn,  cotton  and  wheat After  all,  the  only  really  legitimate  economic  justifica- 

tion for  cutbacks  in  production,  insofar  as  acres  of  land  utilized  is  concerned,  is 
adherence  to  a sound  land-use  program,  using  each  acre  so  as  to  proxride  the  greatest 
economic  benefit  or  value  to  the  landox-mer,  to  his  Nation,  Under  this  sort  of  pro- 
gram it  would  be  possible  to  establish  sound  relationship  beti-vreen  wise  land  use  and 
benefits  of  a price  support  program. ... .encourage  building  of  a really  valuable  bank 
of  soil  fertility  and  iiiiprcved  soil  structure,,....” 

5.  PUBLICATIONS  just  off  the  press:  IliRTGATING  CORN,  Farmers’  Bulletin  2059, 

b:/  C.  Jo  Francis  and  J.  W.  Turelle,  llj.  pages,  well  illustrated.  (Ycu  should  have 
your  notification  copy  direct  from  Government  Printing  Office  scon,  if  not  already.) 

This  bulletin  applies  anyvjhere  com  is  grox^i. .-.  .points  out  possibilities  of  irrigat- 
ing corn,  methods  and  problems.  IT5PLEMENTS  AND  METHODS  OF  TILLAGE  TO  CONTROL  SOIL 
BLOJIrTG  IN  NORTHERI'J  GFSAT  PLAINS,  F.  3.  1797,  revised,  by  Agricultural  Research 
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Service  and  Soi3.  Conservation  Service,  21  pages,  illustrated.  Deals  id.th  selection 
and  proper  use  of  tillage  implements  in  control  of  soil  blowing, 

6.  There* s some  confusion  about  names  of  new  agencies  in  U3DA  and  new  names  for 
old  agencies!  For  exa^iiple, , , -one  you  deal  with  re ;-;ul ar ly, ..  ,Agri cultural  Consei’va- 
^ tion  Program  Service  (ACPS)  is  name  of  agency  in  Washington  x^hich  x^as  fomerly  AGP. 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program  (AGP)  is  still  the  name  of  the  piX)gra:Ti,  State  and 
county  coMiattees  which  administer  the  ACProgram  i.n  the  field  are  Agricultural  Sta- 
bilization and  Conservation  Committees  (A3C  Conunittees  or  occasiona]J.y  called  Just 
ASCC).  The  committees  administer  some  other  Department  programs  (cojTDioditx^  loans, 
crop  insurance,  acreage  allotments,  etc,)  for  agencies  such  as  Commodity  Stabiliza- 
tion Seia,nce. , , vhence  the  ‘'double”  name  for  state  and  county  cormu.ttees . 

y.  Imports  for  calendar  year  19?3  show  that  accompli siimonts  dropped  2,1  percent 
over  Considering  the  uncertainties  and  disruptions  wo  all  have  had,  that  is 

not  bad.  As  far  as  fiscal  year  accompli slmients  are  concGin.od,  wo  have  uiitil  June  30 
to  gain  back  the  loss.  Given  a decent  break  on  weather  and  otiier  matters  beyond 
your  control,  I liave  a hunch  you'll  come  out  ahead  on  June  30,  (As  lai-  as  wo  are 
concerned  you *3.1  get  the  break  on  matters  can  control,  c ..  .but  that  problem  on 
weather  x:hich  Mark  Twain  so  aptly  described  is  one  that  even  the  SGS  liasrWt  been 
able  to  whip!)  Getting  back  to  records  of  accomplishment,  some  items  showed  a large 
increase.  Tiicse  included  con'bour  farmi.ng,  cover  cropping,  tree  planting  and  Improved 
water  application.  Districts  added  20?, 3^3  ^^ew  cooperators  mth  ?9>392,o?0  acres  of 
.land  (as  compared  xri.th  262,370  new  cooperators  and  72,?7lj., 73I1.  acres  in  19?2), 


P.  THIS  /IID  TILiiT hex7  Xoidc  state  agencies  inc3.uding  districts,  ■with  technicaJL 

advj.ee  from  SGS,  busy  on  prorjosed  nex:  water  rights  legislation. ..  ./n  SCD  in  Massa- 
chusetts seelcing  a x:ay  to  finc?nce  its  oxjn  fa.m  forester, ..  .Supervj.sors  and  SCSers  in 
Nebraska  taking  "firm  stand”  that  treatment  of  farm  l.and  must  bo  done  first  but 
rapidly  so  coinplete  small  x-ratershed  prograra  can  move  ahead  ( good] .West  Virginia 
State  Soil  Conservation  Gommj.ttee  urges  SCDs  to  enter  into  memos  of  unde  I’st  mi  ding 
Xvith  State  Experiment  Station  and  State  Bureau  of  I-rlnes  for  rovegetation  of  strip 
mine  areas,  SGS  to  fuinish  technical  help  to  land  oxmiers  xjho  ask  assistance, ...  ,3CS 
helping  West  Virginia  State  Department  of  Education  to  prepare  conservation  handbook 
for  teachers Students  in  one-room  school  near  Stevens  Point,  Wis„,  bii.ilt  a con- 

crete rotating  model  of  a landscape. ,.  .t.^n.vss  of  erosion  and  various  conseinration 
practices  are  illustrated  (had  some  good  SGS  technical  help  in  doing  it).,,.. All 
xTinners  of  PH3GRESSrvB£  F3ddiER  "master  farm  farrdl.y  reco.-nition”  had  an  SCD  farm  plan 
....Field  days  in  California  and  a story  in  current  ’^JESTSIiil  Lr^/ESTOGK  JOUPilAL  re'/eal 
the  rac-hen  astounding  rosu.lts  of  use  of  fertilizer  on  annual  range  x-jhi.cli  stems  fxx>m 
XTork  at  SCS  nursery  at  Plcasaiiton, . cA.  E.  McCl^monds,  formerly”  director  in  Region  ?, 
has  bought  hone  at  0Ja.i  in  Ventura  County,  Calif ....  ^ilaylord  Container  Corporation 
in  Llississippi  colebra'bed  planting  of  the  one  irandred  PiilliorrW:  tree  on  its  pi'operby 
(don't  !oiox7  hox7  much  land  they  own  over  the  U.  S.  but  that's  a lot  of  trees  I )..-.. 
One  State  Office  chocked  nex^s  clippings  for  a mentis,  found  about  8?  percent  did 
mention  SCS  ass'ist;mce  on  the  subjects  repoi^ted, , « ididiWt  Jiiention  SCS  in  any  x^jay, . . , 
hox7  ean  we  exiiect  the  i.ublic  to  knox-7  what  303  is  if  it  doesn’t  iTiOXv  the  SCS  helped 
or  tliat  you  r.re  an  303  man?  (We  can't,  and  shouldn't  expect  to,  bat  100  percent 
an  8?  percent  "dereliction  in  dut^d'  is  too  :.iuchl)  Nuff  said, ...  .USD?,  rnd  State 
SxperDiient  Station  research  in  East  shox7  tivat  fertilizers  XTith  high  percentage  of 
pot:^Ji  do  a better  Job  for  pasture  and  forage  crops  than  corrxionly-used  fertilizers 


applied  in  sanie  ainoimtSp . .since  plants  absorb  laoi-e  potash  than  they  actually 
several  smaller  applications  a year  may  be  more  efficient  than  one  large  one.  ^ 


9.  Problems  of  diverted  acres  take  different  fomso sweet  potato  growers  are 
’ csmed  that  some  diverted  acres  may  go  into  sweet  potatoes™ ..  divestock  men  worry’' 

that  increased  pasture  and  forage  may  res-'olt  in  too  much  i-iieat. . . . .an  opinion  from  V 
raidwest  and  west  is^  ’’Much  of  diverted  aci^es  in  wiieat  belt  will  go  to  com  and  soy-v 
beans  and  corn  acres  will  be  diverted  to  soybeans  and  wheat.” ..There’ s a nice 
meriy-go-round  for  you... o and  one  that  will  not  help  piaces^  balanced  supplies,  con- 
servation or  in  any  other  way!  Let*s  try  to  get  farmers  and  landoT^^ners  to  adjust  on 
the  basis  of  good  land  useo . ^ .using  the  land  xdthin  its  capabilities.  That  is 
sound  and  most  beneficial  for  the  long  pull.  It*s  sometimes  tough  to  do  when 
farmers  are  up  against  iriimediate  problems  of  income,  weather,  labor  and  what  have 
you.... but  ours  is  a long-time  pmgram,  maybe  not  the  easiest  or  most  profitable  in 
all  cases  the  first  year  but  far  better  over  a period  of  a fewT  years. 

10.  Consolidated  reports  from  Colorado,  Kansas,  Nex^  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas 
shox-j  that  amount  of  land  damaged  by  moderate  to  severe  xjind  erosion  increased  from 
about  l.s  million  acres  on  Feb.  1 to  more  than  ^ million  acres  by  March  lo  Washing- 
ton office  has  been  deluged  xsrith  requests  for  information  about  the  recent  dust 
storms,... as  I’m  sure  man^;"  of  you  have.  In  addition  to  the  voluminous  mail  inqijiries 
on  this  subject,  x^e  have  given  interviex^'s  to  national  nev:s  agencies,  NBC-TV,  Nexfs- 
X'jeek,  Time,  Life,  BusinessWeek,  and  others « We  realize  that  the  situation  is  seri- 
ous and  that  considerable  of  the  wheat  crop  in  southeastern  Colorado  and  southwest- 
ern Kansas  has  already  been  damaged  beyond  repair.  Nevertheless,  we  are  still  try- 
ing to  be  as  optij.rLstic  about  the  problem  as  conditions  permit.  So  far,  x^e  have 
been  telling  nexjsirien  that  the  drought  is  as  bad,  in  length  of  time  and  severity,  as. 
it  was  in  the  early  thirties.  But  ~we  have  contended  that  soil  blox'jing  is  not  yet 

as  serious  as  it  was  then,  for  two  main  reasons:  (1)  Many  farmers  are  practicing 

better  conservation  measures  than  they  did  txTO  decades  ago,  and  (2)  Fanners  and  gov- 
ernment agencies  are  bettor  organized  in  most  conuaunities,  mainly/  through  soil  con- 
servation districts,  to  combat  the  adverse  elements, 

11.  iiecent  step  by  Secretar^^  Benson  to  provide  more  Federal  help  to  drought  and 
dust  storm  stricken  a2reas  of  Kansas,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Texas  and  OkLaiioma. . . . , 
malces  drought  relief  funds  available  for  practices  to  help  control  xmnd  erosion  on  a 
reimbursable  basis.  Funds  are  available  to  local  goverimnental  units  such  as  county 
governments",  wind  erosion  control  districts  and  soil  conservation  districts  estab- 
lished under  State  lax\rSo  Procedure  for  making  this  help  avaiJ.able  depends  on  appli- 
cable State  l.ax'7S.  Secretary  notified  the  Governors  of  the  States  on  March  11. 

12.  I assume  you’ve  read  Carl  Brox-m’s  statement  given  before  Small  Watersheds  Com- 
mittee of  NA3CD  in  Nex^  Orleans.  Copy  xras  sent  to  all  field  offices'.  Plans  are 
nearly  completed  for  the  62  small  wn.tersheds  in  3h  States ™additi on al  planners  and 
aides  have  been  made  available  to  most  of  them, , ™ .engineering  parties  are  in  field 
and  design  engineers  are  busxr  at  the  dr^afting  boards. ..  .local  interest  and  partici- 
pation gratifyingo ..  .several  hundred  thousand  dollars  xjorth  of  x-'jork  has  been  con- 
tracted and  x;e  expect  to  let  §2  or  ;j3  million  more  in  contracts  before  June  30* 

ewi"'  ■ ^ 
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UIIITED  STATES  DEPAKTI^IEITT  OF  AGRICUI^TUIiE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SIN^/ICE 


Washington  2^,  D.  C, 
April  .13,  195U 


To: 

From: 

Snb.icct: 


/01  3GS  Field  Offices 
D . A . Wi  Hi  ans , Admni  s tr 


Current  Jevelorments 


lTb  r a 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD 

u.  S.  DEPARTMEWT  OF  AQRlCUlTUHE  | 


1.  House  Appropriations  CoiTimittee  April  9 reported  the  Agidculture>  bill  for  con- 

sideration by  House*  House  Coinmittee  recormnendei  .lpl^^plO,671  more  then  ProsidE:)nt ^ s 
budget  request  and  ,;jo5b.608  less  than  appropriations  available  for  fiscal  195li» 
Appi’opriations  for  19?'i.  are  •!li71,l|-E''^^ 279.  -iiidget  request  for  19?5  1:16;,  117, OOCo, 

The  Gommitteo  recommended  170,627,671.  The  Coianittee  restored  . loney  to  mcJ.ntain 
present  number  of  ai^a  offices  and  added  money  to  staff  new  districts  org'^tnized  In 
195U  and  expected  to  bo  organized  in  19?5«  Collecting  reimburscjp.ent  from  famers 
and  ranchers  for  aerial  T-'hctcgraphs  is  anticipated  by  the  bill^  The  Committee 
report  stated:  ‘'Funds  for  necessary  inforr:iation  v7ork  at  the  nationa'i.  level  and  in 

the  field  to  assist  Gtr.te  Offices  shall  be  available  from  this  approrjilation f 

Budget  reqiii..st  of  15,000,000  for  watershed  protection  was  approved  by  Cciiird.ttee 
^Hth  stateiicnt,  " , . • ^approval  by  Congress  this  year  of  further  legislation  on  this 
subject  indicates  tiis  widespread  support  for  this  essential  X'Tork>“  Conmittee  rec- 
ommended smro  amount  .for  11  authorized  flood  control  watersheds  as  in  19'A^  Bill 
2:rrov:?.des  for  continuation  of  AGP  5 percent  transfer  of  funds  with  sajie  laigua,;e 

as  in  appropriation  bill.  Bill  was  schedulerl  to  come  up  for  discussion  on 

floor  of  House  early  this  week.' 

Our  hearings  before  Senate  Subcomnitt-ee  on  Agr:  cultural  ..pproprietions  wer-".  h';.ld 
April  12  ai'id  13  as  this  letter  x-jas  being  stenciled. 

2.  Dr.  jMxrard  :-h  virrura:-.,  Oirector  of  jivisi-n  of  Plant  Tecimology,  has  been 

granted  oxter ded  leavo  for  })rofassional  stud^r.  Ho  sails  fmm  Mexg  York  April  19 
and  xrill'  return  about  SL^ptembor  19  after  vri.siting  Hgeria,  Tunisia,  Erp/T't,  Lebanon, 
3;^nria,  Turkey,  Greeco,  Ito.ly  aid  Western  ..Tarop;o.  Purpose  ^>f  tid.p  is  to  study  and 
observe  soil  conserv'-vtion  and  land  use  pro- •Lr.is  and  acco-mplisiracnts  and  to  present 
papers  at  Intcmatiorrl  P'jtanical  Congress  ±n  i-ail.s  in  July  and  at  floating  of  Iiiter* 
national  Union  for  the  Protection  of  Nature  (.an  association  f^f  conS'-,raatio:  orgarii- 
zations)  in  dopvnh.^gon.  In  Au;^n.ist.  . ■ 

3.  Serri-ce  < ■rybiierJui:-  geologists  and  construction  engineers  fro::  .Hngilneoring  and 
Watershed  Plarroing  Units  wrl.l  ‘:iOot  in  Albu'-yaroue,  Hay  3 to  7,  ^'or  a session  on 
engineerinj'  goolopy  and  its  relation  to  xratershL.'  protE'^ction  prograjr.s.  Attending 
f rom  Wasriinrgton  will  be.  Karl  Kohler,  Director  of  Divis.ion  of  Enginfjernne,  Lo'.iis 
Gottschalk,  f.Mologist,  C.  J.  Fnnces,  H-.ad  of  DEisign  and  (.Tons traction  hr.anch,  and 
Dr.  V,  II,  Jo.nes,  geologist  forraorl^g  at  Ft.  "''ortii  liegionnl  Office  and  noxT  xd.th  3CS 
at  Beltsvillc. 

h.  n proposoE.1  Ser/icc  uolicy  on  farm  vond  rand:  plannj.ng  has  been  sent  to  3tite 
Conservationists  for  their  review  and  suggestions*  It  was  devolo]'.ed  by  Natio:aal 
ComjrJ.ttee  wl:iich  met  here  recently,  liombc.-rs  were  Joe  Libby,  St  .ate  Conservationist, 
Utah;  Harold  Lakin,  Assistant  State  Conservationist,  Mchigan;  J.  Dexter  Haws,  WTJC, 


Nebraska;  G,  rl.  Norris,  soil  conservationist,  Texas;  Clarence  .Richards,  >JUC, 
Tennessee;  Hojard  Buscli,  AC,  Pennsylvania,  and  Bob  Perry,  soil  conservationist, 
California.  Proposed  policy  (to  be  issued  in  memo  form  after  comments  are 
received)  indicates  that  farm  or  ranch  planning  is  a means  to  an  end — not  an  end 
in  itself.  It  is  a means  the  Service  uses  to  help  farmers  or  ranchers  to  (a)  use 
their  land  within  its  capabilities,  (b)  treat  land,  water  and  plant  resources 
according  to  needs  for  protection  and  improvement  and  (c)  become  conservation 
minded  so  they  x-?ill  continue  to  improve"  and  develop  their  conservation  programs. 

It  specifies  that  planning  is  a progressive  procedure,  which  may. .he  accorriplished 
in  a short  or  long  period,  but  drops  tlie  names  and  eliminates  the  formalized 
stapres  of  "initicl, ” ’’advanced,”  and  ’’basic.”  It  provides  that  farm  a:id  ranch 
planning  must  be  coordinated  with  works  of  improvement  in  a watershed  prot.action 
pro gramo ,,, .techniques  of  farm  or  ranch  planning  are  the  same  on  indi.vidual  farms 
or  in  a watershed  pi'ogramr ...  .planning  must  be  done  on  the  basis  of  adequate  soil 
survey  information. 

5.  Alia  that  reminds  me  of  something  else.  ...let’s  not  talk,  or  w.rite  about,  SCS 
”recommenda.tions.”  SCS  does  not  recommend.  Periiaps  recommendatio.ns  are  made  by 
other  agencies!  Tne  SCS  helps  the  farmer  develop  a programc  And  we  give  him  the 
needed  lielp  in  establishing  it.  In  so  doings  we  give  him  the  facts  about  his  land 
and  related  resources,  we  outline  alternate  ways  of  doing  it,,.,. he  makes  his 
choice  and  develops  his  plan.  There’s  a difference.  Think  it  over.  That's  why 
the  SCS  exists, 

6.  Death  took  two  veteran  SCSers  recently,  Julian  G-.  Liddell,  State  Conservation- 
ist in  Georgia  since  1950,  dj.ed  suddenly  Friday  night  April  9»  He  had  been  with 
the  Service  since  1935,  starting  as  regional  soil  conservationist  at  vSpartanbiirg. 
Clyde  L.  :inderson,  area  engineer  at  Provo,  Utah,  was  lost  when  the  Bi’itish  Comet 
(jet  airliner)  went  doxrn  in  the  Mediterranean  April  8.  Anderson  was  enroute  to 

a i| -months'  assignment  mth  Foreign  Operations  A(3ministration.  He  started  with 
the  Senace  at  Safford,  Arizona,  in  1935. 

7.  Task  Force  on  Water  Resources  and  Power,  of  Commission  on  Reorganization  of 

Executive  Branch  of  Government,  i^iill  hold  four  public  hearings:  San  Francisco, 

May  3;  Denver,  May  17;  Chattanooga,  June  1;  and  New  York  City,  June  llu  ’’Respon- 
sible individu'ils  and  representatives  of  groups”  wishing  to  be  heard  should  so- 
advise  Charles  D.  Garran,  Task  Force  xldministrator.  Room  3810,  General  Accounting 
Office  Building,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  He  also  , can  provide  detailed  iiifo rmati on. 
Written  statements  are. due  two  weeks  prior  to  the  hearing.  The  Task  Force  is  con- 
cerned with  such  frnctions  of  Federal  Government  as  improvements  for  nanvigation, 
drainage,  irrigation,  land  recl?Jmation,  water  supply  and  a.ll  kinds  of  generation, 
transmission  and  distirlbution  of  electric  energy.  In  establishing  the  Cominission, 
headed  by  foimer  President  Herbert  Hoover,  Congi’ess  authorized  it  to  study  and 
investigate  present  organization  and  operating  methods  of  all  Departments  and., 
recommend  changes  to  reduce  expenditures,  eliminate  duplica.tion  and  non-essential 
services,  and  othen-jise  increase  efficiency  ‘ and  economy. 

8.  LET’S  SUPPORT  FERTILITY— NOT  SUIiPLUSES  is  title  of  article  by  Herschel  D.’ 

Newsom,  Master,  National  Grange  in  April  CAPPER’S  FAR'IER-  It  deals  witn  same 
general  subject  as  Newsom’s  Congressional  testimony  described  in  itera  li  of  our  ■ 
March  23  letter.  Article  urges  completion  of  ”na.tional  land  inventory” use 

■of  capabilities  in  connection ‘with  anj"  farm  progr-am  developed. .wise  land  use 
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should  be  basic  objective  and  the  base  of  all  fann  prof^ra’ns '*Ws  must  deal 

with  diverted  acres  as  an  opportunity  instead  of  a continuing  problen.” 

(NOTE;  ' We  freouently  mention  articles  of  special  interest  in  v.irious  magazines 
so  you  can  read  them  if  you  have  access  to  them«  Unless  we  so  state,  however,  we 
do  not  have  reprints, ) 


9.  The  McCarthy  Cona'iiittee  hasri*t  investigated  -is  yet  J3^tT,.  c • .recently  we  had  a 
call  from  George  Dixon,  Washington  columnist • He  was  digging  into  ’’infiltration 
in  government” .and  had  found  that  SCS  had  a man  called  an  ’’infiltration  spe- 
cialist.”  (Horrors^  i And  in  a respected  USDA  agency  too.)  George  i-Iusgrave, 
infiltration  specialist,  expl:dned  his  job,  what  it  meiint  and  Dixon  devoted  his 
next  column  to  the  incident — also  getting  in  quite  a little  about  conservation 


and  doing  GC3  no  damage.  Said  Dixon,  ”I  tiied  hard  to  distract  attention  from  the 
Army,  1^11  bet  Secretary  Stevens  isn’t  even  gratefui,” 


j-  j- 
OL-, 


10.  Early  in  March,  a joint  comiTiittee  of  extension  Semrice  and  Soil.  Conservavion 
Semdce  representatives  met  in  Chicago  to  ’’explore  plans  wliich  wo^ild  promote  good 
working  relations,”  Committee  members  were;  Extension  Directors. — Shawnee  Broimi, 
OklaliOma;  J.  S,.  Carrigan,  Vermont;  L.  E,  Hoffma?i,  Indiana;  R.  B.  Tootell,  VJashing- 
ton  State;  SCS  State  Conservationists — John  S,  Barnes,  California;  Earl  B.  Gar 
North  Carolina;  Thomas  C.  Kennard,  Ohio;  Irving  B.  Stafford,  New  York;  and  Fred  J. 
Sykes,  Ka:isas;  Federal  Extension  Adiainistrator  C.  M,  Ferguson  and  Deputy  Aiainis- 
trator  P.  V.  Keener;  and  SCS  Administrator  D.  A,  Williai.is  and  Deputy  Administrator 
CiladT'jin  Yeung,  We  vjere  quite  pleased  with  the  cooperative  constiaictivo  attitude. 
Three  basic  assuinptions  to  whicxi  we  agreed  were;  (1.)  That  a stron.g  natioruG.  pro- 
greoa  of  soil  and  water  conservation  is  one  of  the  basic  necessities  of  Anerican 
agriculture ...  .that  the  educational  phase  is  primary  responsibility  of  the  Eycten- 
sion  Service  ancl  on-site  technical  assistance  is  the  primai’y  responsibility  of 
SCS;  (2)  That  SCDs  iiave  an  important  responsibility  and  role  of  local  leadership 
and  tiiat  Extension  and  SCS  wdll  provide  edueation-sJ.  and  tecArical  help  to  the  dis- 
tricts; and  (3)  That  Extension  and  SCS  idll  look  to  State  E^eperiment  Stations  and 
U3DA  research  agencies  as  principal  source  of  new  teclmologica.1  information. 
new  memoran:\um  of  understanding  Tm.ll  be  worked  out  between  tlie  SCS  and  Extension 
in  Washin-'d'On  cind  siiTiil.ar  modernized  memoruuda  of  imvder standing  are  reconmended 
in  the  St-ates,  Report  of  meeting  -ias  been  sent  hy  each  Adninistratoi’  to  State 
Consc-rvationists  and  rbct.'ansicn  Directors, 


On  April  I met  with  the  full  Ei-ctension  Service  staif  in  Washington  'ind  dis- 
cussed Service  principles  vCnd  policies  and  the  cirrent  SCS  organization  for  carr;,'- 
ing  out  the  technical  assistance  phase  of  the  pi’ogram, 

11.  Confusion  alroa,dy  is  developing  because  our  SCS  State  Conservation  Engi- 
neers are  being  referrcid  to  a.s  ’’State  Engineers.”  The  ?Latter  title  is  cormonly 
used  by  the  engineers  for  Staue  gov^miaents , (Aid  some  States  even  have  their  own 
conservation  engineers.)  Consequently,  we  want  to  get  the  term  ”SCS  State  Consor- 
vation  Engineer”  firmly  established  immediately. , t • .let ^ s rfLl  use  the  right  title. 

12.  Teclmical  aspects  of  soil  survey  work  vrere  discussed  at  annual  National 
Cooperative  Soil  Survey  .work-planning  conference  in  St.  Louis  recently.  Repo  ids 
of  a dozen  or  more  committees  were  reviewed.  About  UO  attendee,  iucludjug 

Dr.  Kellogg,  Washington  Soil  Survey  staff,  one  State  Soil  Scientist  rcr- resenting 
each  of  five  SCS  groups  of  States,  and  one  representative  each  fnem  four  Land 
Grant  College  regions,  and  myself. 
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Regional  technical  work-planning  conferences  of  National  Cooperative  Soil  Survey 
will  be  held  in  each  of  four  Land  Grant  College  regions  between  Noveraber  Ip  and 
February  1,  prior  to  next  National  Conference  in  March*  Regional  meetings  mil  be 
attended  by  State  Soil  Survey  leaders  of  the  Colleges,  SCS  State  Soil  Scientists 
and  members  of  the  Washington  staff  located  in  the  region* 

Three  major  tasks  facing  the  Soil  Survey  staff  in  the  year  ahead^  in  addition  to 
meeting  Service  and  other  needs  for  survey  coverage,  are  the  impirovement  of  classi- 
fication and  correlation  of  soils,  the  improvement  of  soil  survey  interpretations, 
and  the  preparation  of  a handbook  on  the  use  of  aerial  photography  in  soil  surveys* 
Two  other  needs:  an  orderly  system  to  provide  for  shifting  soils  men  from  one  sec- 

tion of  the  country"  to  another  to  help  meet  work  loads  and  to  broaden  their  expe- 
rience, and  an  improved  type  of  report  and  method  of  publishing  maps  and  reports 
that  would  better  serve  the  txTO  t;^^es  of  users — those  who  require  detailed,  large  - 
scale  maps,  and  those  who  want  a broad  view  of  a county  and  its  essential  features^ 

13.  Dr,  W.  C,  Lowdennilk,  former  SCS  Research  Chief,  x\^ho  has  been  working  on  soil 
and  water  problems  in  Israel  and  other  Middle  Eastern  countries,  was  recently 
retained  by  the  Secretariat  of  the  United  Nations  for  six  months  as  a consultant* , 
Dr.  Lowdermilk  mil  make  a preliminary  survey  for  a program  to  promote  interna- 
tional cooperation  on  water  control  and  utilization  for  development  of  arid  lands. 

III.  A so-called  range  inclusion  bill  has  been  passed  by  the  Arizona  legislature 
and  signed  by  the  Ctovernor*  For  the  first  tirae  it  peiTaits  Arizona  range  lands,  to 
be  included  in  a soil  conservation  district*  Distrj.ct  leaders  have'  sought  to  make 
such  land  eligible  for  district  formation  to  improve  the  functioning  of  di^tticts 
and  efficiency  of  local  conservation  work* 

15.  American  Watershed  Council,  Inc*,  an  association  of  local  watershed  organiza- 
tions, is  offering  a nex^  service  to  member  watershed  associations.  At  a reasonable 
cost  it  X'jill  provide  member  associations  xd-th  WATERSHED  I'JEIIS,  a Il-page  printed 
newsletter  bearing  the  local  association's  narae*  Pages  2 and  3 include  standard 
nexv’s  of  national  interest.  Local  copy  for  pages  1 and  I4.  is  furnished  by  the  mem- 
ber* Watershed  associations  which  are  interested  shoul.d  write  direct  to  E.  R. 
Cotton,  President,  American  iJatershed  Council,  Inc*,  203  Transportation  Building, 
Washington,  D*  C*,  for  further  details. 


16.  HERE  ;iJD  THEIE.  Arizona  Association  of  SCDs  offered  a $100  ” grant'- in-aid’»  to 
colleges  which  xjould  stage  a summer  conservation  x^orkshop  for  teachers* *•  .result 
is  that  three  colleges  (Tempe,  Tucson  and  Flagstaff)  plan  Such  conservation  train- 
ing sessions  for  teachers,  mth  help  of  our  men.  . o •Soutiwest  Missouri  State  Col- 
lege, Springfield  (teachers  college  which  also  trains  vo-ag  teachers),  is  produc- 
ing a ’*xTOrkbook  on  agriculture”  and  getting  help  from  SCS  men  on  land  capabilities 
and  other  phases  of  soil  and  water  conservation* ...  .LOGAN  (UTAH)  ilERilLD  JOURNAL 
carried  story  and  picture  when  local  SCS  men  presented  local  high  school  xrltli.2  by 
6 foot  conservation  survey  map  to  use  in  vo-ag  teaching  and  for  otlier  ^-iuig^oses. • • • 
Cumberland  (Maine)  3CD  is  financing  and  offering  prizes  to  Vo-Ag  and  U-K  boys  who 
build  ’’before  and  after”  models  of  conservation  farriis  **,.  .Committee  3.n  Illinois  is 
studying  possible  revisions  in  districts  laxv  and  State  water  laws. ...  .Several  State 
Conservationists  renorts  indicate  progivBSs  on  Dealer-District-SCS  program*. *. 
DeKalb  (Mo.)  SCD  is  developing  2,000-acre  watershed  soil  conservation  plan  X\rith 
Mar;/*sville  city  officials  to  protect  city  lake* • .'•Fa.rm  machinery  dealers  in  Coosa 
(S.C.)  SCD  bought  tree  planter  for  district  use.  ■ 


' For 


Ul^IITED  STATES  DSPARTMEIIT  OF  AGRICULTUPE 


To : 

Fron; 
vSubj  ect : 

1,  By  now  you  doubtless  know  that  tlie  House  pa.ssed  the  Agriculture  App  rop  id.  at  ion 
Bill  on  April  lU  with  a nunber  of  amendments.  It  increased  the  SCS  consei*vation 
operations  item  from  ^53^165^071  to  $56,965^671 — about  $150,000  more  thai  we  had 
available  this  year.  It  restored  $800,000  for  continued  free  distribution  of  soil 
survey  and  land  capability  maps  to  farmers  and  ranchers  cooperating  mth  districts. 
Other  .amendments  increased  amounts  of  money  for  Loctension  Service,  Agricultural 
Research  Service,  and  Forest  Service,  The  Appropriation  Pill  has  gone  to  the  Senate^, 

\ 

2.  One  has  to  get  out  where  water  is  short  to  'understand  what  it  jiieans  to  eveiyone  \ 

and  to  realise  how  bad  the  situation  really  is.  Recently  I was  in  southern  ' 

Illinois.  Hotels  .allov'-ed  visitors  to  take  a bath  'rut  urged  that  water  bo  used  spar- 
ingly. Citizens  were  not  allowed  to  water  lavms  or  xmsh  cars  and  Tv'ere  supposed  to 
limit  baths,  Vj'ater  was  not  served  in  restaurants  \mless  you  asked  for  it.  Famers 
had  been  hauling  \mtcr  for  months, ,,  .pastures  were  suffering.  Sven  here  we  were  a 
long  Tv^ay  from  the  center  of  the  drought  disaster  area. ... 


Washington  25.  -0,  C. 
April  26,  I95I1 


All  SC3  Field  Offices 

D.  A,  irillj.ajas,  AdiTiinistr^^'r 

Current  Developments 
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3,  Early  this  month,  several  members  of  our  staff  here  met  in  jhmarillo,  Texas,  with 
SCS  representatives  from  viind  erosion  area.  Our  men  in  Southern  Plains  States  had 
just  completed  a quick  survey  of  the  dust  bowl  area  to  get  a more  accurate  and  up- 
to-date  report  of  conditions.  We  fou-id  that  our  earlier  appraisals  had  been  j’ast 
.about  right,  thanks  to  accurate  reports  by  our  field  offices  and  good  '’guess-timr'.iir^’ 
by  folks  here.  The  blow  area  includes  so'utheastern  Colorado,  -western  Kansas,  south- 
xiestern  Nebraska,  eastern  New  Mexico,  western  Oklahoma  and  western  Texas.  About  30 
percent  of  the  cropland  (or  11,650,000  acres)  -and  10  percent  of  tlie  rangeland  (about 
5,210,000  acr';s)  had  been  damaged  as  of  April  1,  I'ui  additional  3,176,000  acres  of 
cropland  ai'id  6,660,000  acres  of  range  are  -likely  to  be  damaged  if  present  conditions 
•continue.  In  .really  critic-al  areas,  more  than  50  percent  of  the  cropland  already  is 
badly  damaged.  Much  of  this  is  because,  since  19U2,*  these  areas  have  opened  the 
largest  percentage  of  3.raid  uns'uited  for  cultivation.  Any  permanent  solution  to  x>Tind 
erosion  problem  in  Southern  Plains  must  include  returning  to  grass  the  Imid  not 
suited  to  cultivation.  Such  a sliiit  x^ll  requi.re  a long  time  beca’asc  it  will  involve 
changes  in  oxjnership  jDattems,  About  60  percent  of  cultivated  land  in  the  blow  area 
this  year  is  suitable  for  cultivation  if  properly  treated  and  if  croppin>g  systems 
provide  maxiimim -living  and  dead  plant  cover  year  around.  About  G million  acres, 
which  is  being  'seriously  damaged  and  is  damaging  nearby  cropland,  should  bo  returned 
to  grass. 


U.  1/'JHEHE  THEY  ARE  NG.I,  You  may  be  interested  to  laiow  who  has  come  to  Washington 
from  Rfegionel.  Offices  the  past  few  months.  Here  are  the  names  of  those  not  previ 
ously  announced,  A fex-7  others  are  stiH.l  to  arrive. 


All  Washington  and  Field  Offices 
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From: 

To  Washington 

Chester  J,  Francis 

Engr,  Div.,  Lincoln 

Chief,  Design  k Construction 
Branch,  Engr,  Div, 

James  J.  Coyle 

Engr,  Div,,  Ft,  Worth 

Agricultu  ral  Engr , , Engr , Div. 

Johja  H.  Wetzel 

Water  Cons,  Div,^  Upper  Darby 

Chief,  Watershed  Planning 
Branch,  Planning  Div, 

Chas.  K.  Lloyd 

Operations  Div,,  Upper  Darby 

Soil  Cons.,  Plate rshed  Plan- 
ning Branch,  Planning  Div. 

Ethel  L,  Chastain 

B(?£F  Div,,  Spaidianburg 

Clerk, Budget  Br,,  3&F  Div, 

Richard  E,  Rcinke 

Water  Cons.  Div,,  Milwaukee 

Soil  Cons,,  Watershed  Plan- 
ning Branch,  Planning  Div. 

Theodore  A,  Neubaiier  Project  Plans  Div.,  /J.buquerqne  Cons.  Needs  &.  .ttecords  Br. 


Planning  Div, 

Kirk  M.  Sandals 

PJater  Cons.  Div.,  Lincoln 

Soil  Cons,,-  Watershed  Plan- 
ning Branch,  Planning  Div. 

E,  Graham  Daven 

BgcF  Div,,  Portland 

Budget  Analyst,  Budget  Br. 
EdF  Div. 

James  E,  Gates 

Off.  of  Chief  of  Oper. , 
Spartanburg 

Program  AppraisaUL' D-.  Inter- 
nal Audit,  Off,  of  Admin, 

Robert  E.  Laraiiiy, Jr, 

Pers.  Mgmt,  Div,,  Upper  Darby 

Cons.  Needs  k Ifecords  Br, 
Planning  Div, 

Addie  E,  Butler 

State  Cons.  Office, 
Richmond,  Va, 

Clerk, Fiscal  Exam5_ning  Br,, 
B^F  Div.' 

Albert  J.  Geiger 

Pers,  iigmt.  Div,,  Portland 

Personnel  Div-Classification 

Lynn  R,  Be router 

- Water  Cons,  Div,,  Lincoln. 

Civil  Engineer,  Watershed 
Planning  Er,, Planning  Div, 

Ralph  0,  Levds 

Soil  Cons.  Survey  Div,, Lincoln 

Soil  Scientist, Soil  Surv.DLv^ 

Berten  PJ.  Allred 

Range . Div, , Ft , Wo rth 

Soil  Cons  • ,.  Farm  A Ranch  • 

Planning  Br, , Planning  Div, 

A.  S.  Barnhart 

Adm.Serv.Div,,  Upper  Darby 

Soil  Cons,,  Cons,  Needs  & 

Records  Br,,  Planning  Div, 

Sorry  that  space  i-jill  not  permit  us  to  tell  you  where  all  of  the  former  Regional 
Office  people  have  gone  but  you*ve  probably  had  announcements  from  the  State  Con- 
servationist of  those  going  into  your  ov-jn  State, 

5.  Cartographic  Plant  at  Upper  Darby  is  scheduAed  to  move  to  Beltsville  late  this 
month • 


6 > The  Departnent  has  prepai’ed  aiiS'.’di'strlbuted  a 12-page  HAI'JDBOOK  FOR  USE  IN  EDU- 
CATIONAL ?k'Gm!i  ABED  AT  HEJPIMG  TO "BIGHEASE  STORIGS' EACIIliTIES  FOR  THE  195a  CROP 
OF  GRABIS  AND  OILSESDSc  It  outlines  a seven -point  progrruii  of  fanner- government 
cooperation  to  meet  the  emergency  .that  is  ei':p)ected  to  exists  You  nay  want  to  get 
(or  borrow)  a copy  from  the  county  agent  or  the  A3C  Oomnittee  and  read  it  since 
meeting  the  storage  problem  \n.ll  be  a main  topic  of  conversation  in  many  areas  this 
year,  • , 


7o  Five  SCS  movies  are  among  the  10  top  best  -selling  titles  in  19p3  reported  by 
Department  Motion  Picture  Sei^vicec  Four  are  the  series  prepared  especially  for 
school  use;  TOPSOIL,  WATER,  EROSION,  and  SOIL  AND  WATER:  CONSERFATICN,  The  other 
is  A HSHLTAGE  VE  GUARD, 


8.  L.  Ro  Combs,  Deputy  Director  of  Di\dLsion  of  Infomnation,  leaves  SCS  April  29  to 
become  Director  of  Agricultural  Infcmation  in  Formosa  for  Foreign  Operations  A'±TD.n- 
istrationr  P',  Gc  Loyd,  Regional  Information  Chief  at  Portland replaces  Combs, 

9.  A field  committee  to  discuss  records  and  reports  and  start  preparation  of  a new 
Ttecords  and  Reports  Handbook  met  in  Washington  April  19  to  23 


10,  Meetings  of  Field  Representatives  and  other  Washington  personnel  with  State 
Soil  Conserv?'tionists  in  five  geogi^.phical  a.reas  of  the  co-'jntry  starte  i in  late 
April  and  continue  in  Mavo  State  Conservationists  wmll  meet  by  groups  with  Ptleld 
Rep:resentfitives  in  Jlay  for  sessions  on  operations  plariningc  In  May  and  June  fCarl 
Kohler,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Engineering^  icLll  hold  a series  of  five  meet- 


ings T'Tith  SCS  State  Ccnseivation  Engineers, 


11,  Third  yuinual  National  Land  Judging  Contest  iBll  be  held  at  Okldioma  City  April 
29  ?uid  30,  V/IvY  and  Wiri-TV  are  sponsors c A number  of  local  groups  inclu-ding  SCSers 
are  cooperating c TbJLrty  States  are  expected  to  participate. 


12,  Sears  Roebuck  Fomidation  says  requests  keep  coming  in  for  copies  of  the  LORD’S 
L'lND  and  asks  us  to  Cc?.ll  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  booklet  is  out  of  print,.,  c 
no  copies  available.  (P.So  We  have  none  here,  either.) 

13.  iinnual  spring  forecast,  based  on  snow  surveys  on  nearly  1,200  moiontain  courses, 
indicates  Tvidely  varying  water  supplies  for  the  West.  ^Runoff  from  melting  snow  is 
more  than  ample  in  Upper  Columbia  Basin, ,» .some  flood  possibilities.-  It  is  extreme- 
ly short,  on  ido  Grande  River  in  Colorado  and  MexT  Mexico r Except  in  latter  area, 
storage  in  most  reservoirs  is  above  10-year  average, 

lU.  THIS  illD  THilT:  Several  State  Conservationists  report  that  districts  are  tak- 

ing active  part  in  guiding  cooperators  on  use  of  diverted  acres.  .<> . .Numerous  dis- 
tricts are  going  ahead 'x-rith  small  x-;atershed  pro  grains , working  to  complete  farm  con- 
servation plans  and  application^  so  they  xjil3.  be  in  line  for  help  on  complete  water- 
shed pietectionc  . . ,Land  judging  contests  are  popular, , . , .Interest  in  teaching  con- 
servation in  public  schools  continues  to  increase  wu-th  greater  demands  on  SGD  suizjer- 
visors  and  SCS  personnel  for  help, , » . c Complaj.nts  about  checi'd.ng  ivCP  practices  appear 
to  come  mostly  from  States  (or  parts  of  States)  xvhere  few  distiricts  are  organized; 
it  takes  time  anyvjhere^  of  course^  but  apparently  a good  district  makes  it  easier... 
...Taos  (N,  Mex,)  Work  Unit  reports  that  Bookmobile  (traveling  library)  also  carries 
conservation  mo ■'/ies, ,,  .National  Cotmcil  of  State  Garden  Clubs  in  recent  annual  meet- 
ing passed  resolution  to  encourage  all  States  to  have  Garden  Club  Commattee  to  en- 
courage teaching  of  conservation  in  schools  and  colleges. ...  .New  Hampslrire  State 
Planning  and  Development  Comiaission  has  published  NSlv  H.‘JI?'3HIRE  WATER,  a oook 


dealing  with  State  and  federal  agency  responsibilities  in  flood  prevention^^  water- 
shed treatment,^  irrigation j,  drainage  and  other  aspects  of  Statens  water  i-esourceso 

15 o.  Massachusetts  has  19U9  law  enabaing  toi'jns  and  cities  to  pass  ’’bylawvs’*  regulat- 
ing removal  of  topsoil  ’‘from  land  not  in  public  usee**  Contractors  who  build  houses 
sometimes  do  not  save  topsoil.  Farmers  receive  attractive  offers  for  topsoil  and 
some  cannot  resist  temptation..  In  one  area  several  of  most  productive  fants  were 
stripped  and  left  worthless^  thus  hurting  ‘’economy  of  the  community.-.”  Several  SCDs 
have  helped  draft  local  ordinances  or  bylaws ^ Between  l5  and  20  tOTmis  have  passed 


them 


i 
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Honeymooners  aren*t  the  only  ones  v»ho  are  going  to  be  on  the  road  in  June,  I*m 
heading  for  my  home  state  of  South  Dakota  Sunday  to  spend  most  of  next  week  vdth 
State  Conservationist  Ross  Davies  and  his  staff.  I*m  looking  forward  to  seeing 
some  of  the  progress  in  conservation  there,  I*m  scheduled  to  talk  at  Huron  June  3, 
Then  I*m  meeting  with  State  Conservationist  Tom  Buie  and  his  people  at  Clemson,  S.C 
June  9.  I*m  planning  to  be  at  the  National  Association's  Drought  Conference  at 
Amarillo,  Tex.,  June  16.  I*m  do^.n  for  a meeting, -too,  at  Hot  Springs,  Virginia,- 
on  the  eleventh,  and  there -s  an  .llabama  tour  and  barbecue  in  the  offing.  S^ome  of 
my  friends  have  been  consulting  their  almanacs  and  horoscopes  and  tell  me  the 
"hardheads"  should  be  biting  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  a week  from  Saturday,  1*11 
report  later  on  fisherman *s  luck. 


Current  Developments : 

1.  VJe  are,  of' course,  interested  in  knovang  what  our  operating  budget  for  the  1955 
fiscal  year  vdll  be.  The  Senate  • ppropriations  Committee  has  reported  out  the 
following : 


Watershed 


Flood 


Onerations 

Protection 

Prevention 

Appropriations,  1954 

$59,504,279 

§5,000,000  ■ 

$6,982,000 

Budget  Estimates, 
1955 

55,378,000 

5,000,000 

5,739,000 

House  Bill,  1955 

59,445,671 

5,000,000 

6,982,000 

Senate  Committee 
Bill,  1955 

59,565,671 

5,000,000 

7,482,000 

Increase  (/) , or 
Decrease  (-),  Senate 
Committee  Bill  com- 
pared \dth  House  Bill 

/ 120,000 

/ 500,000 

The  Senate  appropriations  committee  recommended  the  $120,000  increase  in  operations 
for  additonal  plant  materials  \iovk.  The  half -million  increase  for  Flood  Prevention 
is  to  speed  up  v/ork  in  the  authorized  projects  v/hich  have  been  under  way  for  severa: 
years.  Next  step  is  action  by  the  Senate, 


2.  The  subcominittee  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Ooriiiittee,  which  has  been  working-©n^ 
watershed  bills,  has  reported  to  the  full  cora'.iitteo  an  amended  version  of  the  Aiken 
bill,  S,  ■2$k9*  The  Hope  version,  H.  R.  6766,  was  passed  by  the  House  March  11. 


I had  opportunity  to  discuss  our  progri^  and  its  watershed  protection  phases 
before  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress  ijhich  inet  here  this  week.  It  was  at  this 
meeting  that  President  Eisenhower  announced  that  he  was  naming  a Cabinet  water 
resources  po]j.cy  committee.  As  j^ou  may  have  read,  Seci'etary  Douglas  McKay  of  the 
Interior  Department  was  named  chairman.  Secretai^r  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson, 
Defense  Secretaiy  Charles  Wilson  also  have  been  named  to  the  committee.  Others 
id.ll  serve  vhon  called  upon. 


li.  Under  the  leadership  of  NASCD  and  of  Ray  McConnell,  the  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  editor, 
appi’o:cimately  pO  people  representing  organizations  interested  in  small  watershed 
work  met  in  Washington  May  19 . I understand  that  committees  were  named  to  set  up 
a full-fledged  Watershed  Congress  to  be  held  C'Si  Washington  early  next  December. 


5.  I have  CcJLled  a,  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Polic.y  here  the  week  of  > June  28. 
This  comsiittee  • and  alt erii ate s^  named  by  3tat^  ConsG3:*vationists  ;fo3J.owj 

‘ ' - o .Member  Alternate 


Northeast 
Southeast 
Co  mbelt 
Great  Plains 
West 


Lemuel  J.  Peet 
H.  B.  Marinin 
Brace  B.  Clark 
Kenneth  W.  Cha3.raers 
Harold  Tower 


William  B.-  Oliver 
Olin  C.  Medio ck 
Frank  H.  Men  dell 
Triraan  C,  Anderson 
Paul  C.  ?lcGrew 


I have  asked  them  to  include  on  their  agenda,  among  other,  things,  a Service-wide 
inspection  system,  and  long-range  program  de ve^.opment . 


6.  I am  loo  Icing  forrard  to  finishing  reading  a new  book  written  by  two  former  SCS 
employes.  The  l)Ook  is  titled  **The  Flood  Control  Controversy."  It  is  by  Luna  E. 
Leopold,  no^w  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  and  Thomas  Maddock,  Jr.,  of  the  Bureau 
of  Reclamation.  It  was  published  by  the  Ronald  Press  Company  of  Nex^  York  City,  and 
the  study  was  sponsored  by  the  Conservation  Foundation.  To  me  it  is  more  than  inter 
esting  reading.  Subtitle  of  the  book  is  "Big  Dains,  Little  Dams  and  Land  Management.’’ 


7.  Plans  have  now  been  completed  for  strengthening  the  technical  training  program 
of  the  Service  by  the  development  of  subprofessional  and  professional  training 
centers  in  all  the  areas  of  the  country  except  the  West,  Plans  for  the  West  are 
being  considered  and  studied.  ICnen  completed,  these  wi3.1  be  adequate  to  meet  the 
West*s  needs.  The  States  in  the  Combelt  area  and  the  Northeast  area  are  going  to 
use  the  facilities  of  the  Coshocton  Training  Center  in  Ohio.  A professional  session 
is  going  on  there  at  the  present  time.  The  Southeast  area  is  j^roceeding  irjith  plans 
to  set  up  the  training  center  at  Athens,  Ga. , on  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Georgia,  The  Northern  .Great  Plains  area,  which  includes. the  States  of  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  Montana,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kaaisas,  is  setting,  up  its  train- 
ing center  at  Ft«  Robinson,  Nebr.  Texas  and  OlcLahoma  are  to  use  a common  training 
■'center  at  Lubbock,  Tex.,  and  Texas  and  New  Mexico  >dll  use  the  facilities  at 
Terrell,  Tex.  - ■ ' 


- 
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6.  The  technical  help  programs  have  now  been  completed  for  the  whole  country  for. 
the  last  half  of  this  calendar  year.  At  both  the  Denver,  Colo,,  and  Spring  Mill, 
Ind*,  operations  planning  conferences,  as  well  as  those  held  previously  in  other 
sections,  State  Conservationists  and  field-based  Washington  technicians  drew  up 
satisfactory  schedules*  These  should  go  a long  way  toward  the  teamwork  necessary 
in  providing  the  special  tecVinical  help  needed  to  deal  i-jith  the  complex  land  and 
water  problems, 

9*  Vie ’re  continually  hearing  of  accomplishments  that  make  us  proud  not  only  of  the 
folks  who  are  doing  such  good  work  in  SCS  right  now,  but  also  of  SCS  ’’alumni"  whose 
vjork  we  still  follow  even  though  they’re  in  other  agencies.  Did  you  see  the  story 
about  the  camera  that  talces  pictures  of  atom  bomb  explosions  at  the  rate  of  15  mil- 
lion a second?  That  camera  was  developed  by  Berlyn  Brixner,  who  for  many  years  was 
a photographer  with  SCS  at  Albuquerque,  His  new  camera  replaces  an  earlier,  slow 
job  he  invented  that  took  only  3*5  million  pictures  a secccdi  Brixner  left  SCS  to 
work  at  Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico,  on  the  University  of  California  scientific  staff 
beginning  in  the  early  hush-hush  days  of  the  atom  bomb. 

10,  I*m  getting  a thrill  serving  on  the  National  Conservation  Committee  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  Our  committee  was  responsible  for  the  National  Conservation 
Good  Turn  program  launched  in  March,  Throughout  the  country  Scouting  officials 
have  reported  the  success  of  the  program.  In  this  connection  the  attention  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee  of  the  Scouts  has  been  called  to  the  outstandj.ng  soil 
conservation  projects  that  have  been  carried  out  in  New  Jersey,  Oklahoma,  and 
Colorado,  I thought  it  was  interesting,  too,  that  in  the  heart  of  New  York  City 
several  troops  produced  store  \m.ndow  displays  on  soil  and  water  conservation,  I 
want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  literaJLly  thousands  of  you  field  people 
who  have  helped  make  this  program  a success.  This  extra  curricular  activity  on  the 
part  of  many  Service  people  is  most  unselfish  and  a real  contribution  to  a better 
nationwide  understanding  of  our  work.  State  Conservationists’  reports  have  called 
attention  to  many  novel  programs  of  Scouts  since  the  good  turn  program  was  launched. 
Your  efforts  in  this  connection  are  really  appreciated, 

11.  State  Conservationists  will  meet  here  the  week  of  September  20  for  a considera- 
tion of  our  program  from  a nationxd.de  perspective,  I have  asked  Dr.  Austin  L, 
Patrick  to  chairman  the  program  agenda  for  this  important  session.  At  our  Washing- 
ton staff  meeting  recently  at  which  Extension  Director  C.  M.  Ferguson  spoke,  I 
invited  him  to  talk  at  the  State  Conservationists’  meeting.  He  accepted.  We 
believe  that  Secretary  Benson  and  Assistant  Secretary  Coke  xdll  also  be  available 

to  schedule  some  time  with  us. 


All  Washington  and  Fj.eld  Offices 
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Maybe  my  fishing  fiiends  can  charge  their  usual  poor  fisherman^  s luck  up  to  the 
weather.  It  was  9^  in  the  shade  yesterday  and  today’s  the  same.  On  my  trip  to 
South  Dakota^  I saw  the  crops  looking  as  well  as  I*ve  ever  seen  tliem  in  the 
eastern  part  of,  the  State,  Enjoyed  seeing  old  friends  and  a lot  of  real  conserva- 
tion work.  My  trip  to  Clemson,  S.  C.,  was  a profitable  one,  too.  Hot  Springs,  Va,, 
was  cool  and  pleasant  during  the  sessions  of  the  American  Plant  Food  Council.  In 
his  address  at  Hot  Springs,  Secretary/-  Benson  said  that  ’’there’s  no  point  in  wasting 
our  resources,  Hiere*s  all  sorts  of  good  common  sense  in  preserving  and  building 

up  fertility We  must  use  all  available  measures  better  to  improve  our 

resources.”  In  concluding,  the  Secretary''  stated  that  "T-fe  can  provide  in  ample 
abundance  the  food  and  fibers  we  need.  We  can  do  it  through  research  and  education, 
through  conservation  of  our  natural  resources,  and  tiirough  the  expansion  of  markets. 
We  do  not  have  to  fear  abundance  if  only  we  learr-  to  use  it  wisely.  Facts  are  the 
ans>7ers  to  fears.  With  the  help  and  blessing  of  a kind  Providence,  let  us  go  fon/ard 
in  search  of  those  facts.” 

I*n  off  tomorrow  for  the  MASGD’s  drought  confei^nce  at  Amarillo.  Next  week  1*11  be 
in  Montgomeiy,  Ala,,  a couple  days  for  the  tour  of  tlie  Central  Alabama  Soil  Conser- 
vation District  and  the  barbeque.  And  it  looks  now  as  if  1*11  be  in  Alaska  on  SCS 
and  Department  business  the  latter  part  of  July. 

i>\rrent  Developments: 

1.  The  Soil  Survey  staff  reports  progress  on  plans  for  cheaper,  more  useful  pub- 
lished soil  maps.  An  experimental  set  of  soil  maps  will  be  printed  for  a county  in 

Virginia.  Maps ' •'•d.ll  be  on  a scale  of  1:20,000  (3*17  inches  to  the  mile),  on  aerial 

photograph  base,  ivith  soil  boundaries  and  symbols  shoT'jn  by  red  overprint.  Sheets 
Td.ll  be  about  ll|-  x 15  inches.  Each  sheet  xdll  be  folded  once  and  bound  to  make  a 
folio  the  size  of  Census  publications,  about  9j  x 111  inches.  A spiral  or  plastic 
binding,  to  lie  flat  when  opened,  Tdll  be  used  if  practicable.  The  folio  vdll 

include  a small-scale  map  of  soil  associations  in  the  county.  Each  State  Conserva- 

tionist vdll  receive  copies  as  soon  as  they  are  ready,  probably  in  late  summer  or 
early  fall.  If  reaction  is  favorable,  plans  Tdll  be  made  to  produce  reg'olar  soil 
survey  repoirts  and  maps  in  similar  format. 

2.  Vie  are  anxious  to  see  that  vie  do  our  share  to  make  tlie  research  in  soil  and 
water  technology  as  effective  as  possible  from  our  standpojjit.  I hope  that  by  this 
time  you* VC  had  opportunity  to  study  and  give  thought  to  the  program  outlined  in 
A(lTiinistrator*s  Memorandura  UO,  dated  Hay  10,  195Uj  developed  in  my  joint  letter 
Tdth  Byron  T.  Shaw,  ARS  Administrator,  issued  Hay  12  to  State  Conservationists. 
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3*  I was  Sony  to  learn  ox  the  auto- train  collision  death  Hay  22  of  A<,  Golden 
Kilbum,  Extension  Soil  Conservationist^  at  Utaii  State  Agricultural  College,  Logan* 
Hr<*  Kilbuni  had  been  doing  cin  effective  job  in  Utah  for  years  and  was  equally  well 
liked  by  Soil  Conservation  and  *ixtension  folks  there* 

U.  The  Senate  Agrlc-rlture  and  Forostiy  Coiiiiiiittee  last  Thursday  ordered  favorably 
reported  with  amendments  the  House  version  (H.ih  6788)  of  the  Hope-Aiken  w^atershed 
protection  bill*  The  bill  would  authorise  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  coop- 
erate WD.th  States  and  local  agencies  in  planning  and  carrying  out  works  of  improve- 
ment, As  reported  in  the  Congressional  Record  Laily  Digest,  the  major  amendments 
adopted  by  ihe  corrmiittee  would; 


SI:v,iinate  requirement  that  each  project  be  approved  by  the  Senate  and 
House  Committees  on  Agricul.ture|  2,  Require  that  application  of  local  organi^ 
zation  for  a project  be  approved  by  the  appropriate  State  agency,  or  if  no 
authorized  agency,  the  State  governor;  3»  Require  local  organizations  to 
acquire  land,  easements,  and  rights-of-way  necessary  for  project,  but  delete 
provision  requiring  them  to  tuin  such  land  and  rights  over  to  the  Federal 
Government;  lu  Require  compliance  tith  State  water  rights  laws;  5.  inquire 
local  organizations  to  secure  agreements  that  not  less  than  pO  percent  of 
the  land  above  a retention  reservoir  installed  with  Federal  assistaiice  will 
be  treated  i^ith  proper  soil  conservation  practices;  6,  Delete  authority  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  contract  for  construction  of  ijorks  of 
improvement  in  watershed  projects;  7*>  Require  approval  of  the  Congress  of 
any  dams  providing  between  2,000  and  5,000  acre-feet  capacitj^;  and  8,  Pro- 
vide that  the  President  shall  prescribe  rules  to  assure  coordination  of  the 
work  under  the  act  and  related  work  of  other  agencies, D' 


5-.  J.  R.*  Sasser,  Tennessee's  State  Conservationist,  sent  us  a copy  of  the  "First 
Annual  Report,  195Uj  Wolf  River  Watershed,"  The  pretent?lous  report  cariies  many 
illustrations  in  its  20  type-set  pages.  Included  in  the  watershed  are  two  tribu- 
taries— Marys  Creek  and  Sand  Creek — which  authorized  pilot  watershed  protection 
projectSo  The  report  w-as  issued  by  the  Wolf  Ri.ver  Watershed  Association^  Wolf 
River  empties  into  the  Mississippi  at  Memphis,  Its  headw^aters  are  in  Mississippi, 
which  is  also  represented  in  the  Association, 


6,  The  Latah  Gountj^  (Idaho)  Soil  Conservation  District  has  employed  a novel  way  in 
the  Palouse  country  to  demonstrate  how  much  soil  is  lost  from  hillsides  by  erosion* 
School  kids  nut  the  washed  soil  back* 


The  unique  demonstration,  which  attracted  I1.OO  spectators,  showed  that  l8,6ll 
pounds  of  soil  were  lost  on  a tenth  of  acre  of  land.  This  would  amount  to  more 
than  93  tons  per  acre  washed  away. 

Members  of  the  ifcscow,  Troy  and  Genessee,  Idaho,  T'uture  Farmers  of  America 
Chapters  and  Hoscot-:  educational  class  used  shovels  and  wheelbarrows  to  gather  the 
soil  that  had  washed  doi.Til'iill  during  the  later  and  early  spring© 

Tx-70  Moscow  bankers,  Charles  Walton  and  I?euben  Bauer,  weighed  the  soil*  The  boys 
dug  nil  loads  of  soil  from  the  bottom  of  the  hill  and  pushed  them  up  to  fill  in 
the  crevices*  The  loads  averaged  350  povinds* 
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The  Universit7  of  Idaho  Agronomy  Department  and  our  3erv?.ce  cooperated  Td.th  the 
district  in  the  demonstration, 

7.  J,  H.  (Heinie)  Christ  has  recently  arrived  in  Honolulu  from  Portland,  Ore*,  to 
take  over  as  territorial  conservationist  for  Hawaii*  Heinie *s  replacing  Walter 
Sykes,  who*s  returning  to  the  mainland  after  6 years  on  the  islands,  during  which 
the  territorial  enabling  act  was  passed  and  I3  soil  conservation  districts  were 
formed,  Walter's  going  to  be  adifiinistrative  officer  of  the  California  State  office 
at  Oakland  on  his  return  fipm  the  Islands,  Begt  ^xi^hes  to  two  of  the  most  faithful 
long-time  SCSers,  Heinie  and  Walter, 

8.  The  Coastal  Soil  Conservation  .District  in  Georgia  has  petitioned  for  dissolu- 
tion of  the  present  inulti-comty  SCD  and  organization  of  the  present  district  jjito 
five  countyT'jide  SGDs, 

9.  State  Consei'vationist  Tom  Kennard  of  Ohio  has  set  up  a Service  committee  for 
the  strengthening  of  infomation  work, 

10.  Organization  of  the  ShaT^mee  County  vSGD  completed  district  organization  in 
Kansas , 

11.  Tire  Senate  passed  the  19??  agidcultural  appropri.ations  bill.  The  SCS  portions 
were  the  same  as  reported  out  by  the  AppropifLations  Committee  (See  May  28  Current 
Developments)  except  that  on  the  floor  an  additional  §1,000,000  w<3.s  added  for 
watershed  protection.  The  amended  bill  has  been  returned  to  the  House. 

12.  Governor  Phil  M.  Donnelly  has  proclaimed  and  Missouri  is  observing  June  as 
"Soil  Conservation  District  Month,"  In  his  proclamation,  ^Sovernor  Donnelly  noted 
that  19?h  makes  the  tenth  rmniversar^^  of  operation  of  soil  conservation  districts 
in  Missouri. 

13.  W.  A,  (Bill)  xHockie,  soil  conservationist  emeritus,  paid  the  Washington  office 
a visit  on  his  return  fi’om  a year's  study  of  the  Saliara  and  its  environs.  He  made 
a soil  and  land  use  study  for  the  International  Saliara  Sudan  Scientific  Expedition 
of  19?3-?U,  sponsored  by  UHSSCO,  He  and  Mrs*  Itockie  were  returning  to  Por^:land, 
Ore.,  There  for  years  he  was  viith  tlie  office  there.  Orville  Kosmer,  another  one 
of  my  Portland  office  friends,  also  stopped  in.  Hosmer  is  back  from  Indo -China 
for  a brief  visit,  before  returning  for  anotiier  FOA  assignment. 
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••S,  From: 

^ * Subject: 

B07,  is  it  hot  I But  that  isn't  the  only  reason  we're  .late  again  on’  this  issue, 
editors  were  too  busy,  or  sumpthin'. 

Meetings  at  five  locations  throughout  the  country  are  getting  unden-jay  to  launch 
the  19?5  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  of  the  Department,  I have  asked  State 
Conservationists  or  one  of  their  stalff  to  be  at  the  sectional  meetings  with  the  ASC 
and  Extension  folks, 

I have  had  a continuing  interest  in  the  Department's  Agricultural  Conservation  Prb- 
grar,i  that  predates  the  peilod  that  I was  loaned  frora  tlie  Service  to  head  the  pro- 
. gram  for  an  interiiii. 

We  have  come  a long  way  in  the  last  three  years.  Tremendous  progress  has  been  made 
in  practically  all  counties  in  terr.is  of  a better  understanding  of  the  conservation 
job  on  the  land,  Cn  the  credit  side  too,  find  a better  understanding,  between 
district  supervisors  and  county  committees,  an  ii^roved  understanding  of  standards 
for  practices,,  and  a more  thorough  follow  through. 

For  the  1953  calendar  year,  our  field  force  serviced  60C,000  ACP  cooperators,  giv- 
ing them  t/echnical  help  with  their  permanent  conservation  practices.  Approximately 
60  percent  of  the  ACP  referrals  was  from  farmers  who  wore  district  cooperators  or 
vjho  became  cooperators  b;^’’  the  time  the  ACP  help  was  completed. 

It  has  taken  time  and  patience  on  your  part  to  discharge  effectively  our  responsi- 
bilities in  connection  with  the  ACProgram,  Through  your  efforts  a great  deal  of 
the  public  criticism  of  doing  unneeded  irork  has  largely''  been  removed, 
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And  before  I leave  the  subject  of  ACP,  I want  to  again  encourage  you  'to  bear'  in 
mind  the  opportunities  we  have  for  service  in  connection  with  the  diverted  acres 
program  through  our  land  capability  and  proper  land  use  approach. 

Current  Developments: 

1.  The  House-Senate  conferees  on  the  Hope-Aiken  watershed  protection  legislation 
have  been  named,  but  as  far  as  v:e  know  have  not  met  as  yet. 

2.  The  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  has  ordered  reported  Senate  bill  3137.^  The 
Senate  has  passed  this  bill  -which  would  extend  the  provisions  of  Water  Facilities 
program  natiom'iide.  It  also  vrould  change  the  limitation  on  loans  and  projects  and 
provide  for  ins-ured  loans.  The  House  Committee  amended  the  Senate  version  to 
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include  authorization  for  loans  for  soil  and  water  conservation  measures  under  the 
same  provisions  as  those  for  loans  for  water  supply  and  utilization.  The  report, 
“however,  is  not  yet  available, 

3.  The  new  Catalog  of  Conservation  Practices  is  about  to  be  mailed  out  as  part  of 
the  handbook  prepared  by  the  Conservation  Needs  and  Records  Branch,  R.  ¥.  (Buck) 
Rogers  reports.  Separates  are  to  be  made  available  to  personnel  who  need  the  Cata- 
log  but  who  do  not  receive  the  handbook.  The  Catalog  was  prepared  by  a committee 
of  field  and  Washington  office  men, 

U,  A.  R.  Acheson,  senior  engineer  of  New  Zealand’s  Soil  Conservation  and  Rivers 
Control  Council,  is  arriving  in  San  Francisco  this  week  for  a United  States  visit 
to  exchange  experiences  and  consult  with  SCS  people,  Acheson  Td.ll  travel  through 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  and  spend. several  weeks  in  Washington  before  return- 
ing to  the  West  Coast  via  the  Southern  States,  He  is  principally  concerned  x-jith 
the  engineering  phase  of  soil  conservation  and  watershed  protection,  but  is  also 
interested  in  general  administration,  training,  research,  cost-sharing  and  other 
aspects  of  the  Department’s  work  in  soil  and  water  conservation. 

5.  The  ARS’s  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Research  Branch  under  Dr.  Salter  is  plan- 
ning to  issue  a quarterly  report  which  will  help  meet  the  need  for  effective  regu- 
lar communication  to  personnel  of  the  Service.  Dr«  Salter’s  men  have  been  very 
cooperative  in  making  results  of  current  work  available  in  the  fom  of  publications, 
reports  and  suiTimaries  at  Field  Days.  Often  unpublished  results  are  given,  and  these 
preliminary  findings  are  for  In-Service  use  only, 

6.  Noted  in  the  State  Conservationists’  monthly  reports: 

OHIO About  half  of  the  districts  are  getting  financial  support,  ranging  from 

a few  hundred  dollars  up  to  $3^000  a year,  from  the  County  Commissioners,...,. 

GEORGIA 300  ministers  observed  Soil  Stewardship  Sunday  and  approximately  UT^OOO 

people  attended  and  participated  in  the  service MICHIG/J'J The  State’s  71st 

soil  conservation  district  came  into  being  in  May, , , . , .Iffi^R'JESOTA The  State  Commit- 
tee has  approved  the  66th  and  6?th  districts..  ....NORTH  D/ilCOTA A Ited  River  water- 
shed has  been  organized SOUTH  C/iROLINA The  Lexington  County  Delegation  this 

year  is  donating  5500  instead  of  the  usual  5300  for  district  activities  in  the 

county TEZilS — Governor  /illan  Shivers  toured  the  Deep  Creek  Watershed  with 

Service  personnel .TIYOMING Three  new  soil  conservation  districts  were  added 

this  spring DEI/iWARE The  $100,000  appropriated  by  the  State  in  19^9  as  loan 

for  purchase  of  heavy  earth-moving  equipment  has  been  amortized  by  the  districts 
within  the  prescribed  5 years. 

7.  The  current  issue  of  Collier’s  has  a constructive  article,  "Oasis  In  The  Dust 

Bowl,"  Since  the  drought  problem  is  a natiomiide  discussion  topic,  I would  like  to 
encourage  all  SCS  people  to  read  the  article  by  the  magazine’s  staff  writer.  Bill 
Davidson,  who  has  effectively  presented  the  promising  as  well  as  the  distressing 
aspects  of  the  Great  Plains  problem,  H.  H,  Finnell,  wind  erosion  authority,,  has 
the  lead  article  in  the  July  issue  of  Scientific  iUnerican.  Title:  "The  Dust  Stoims 

of  195lt."  And  we  understand  that  in  the  near  future  Look  will  carry  a Dust  Box-jI 
picture  feature. 

8.  The  July  issue  of  Agiucultural  Research  issued  by  the  ARS  features  an  observa- 
tional study  made  by  F.  J.  Crider,  retired  SCS  nursery  division  chief,  at  Eeltsville. 
Crider  found  that  if  you  remove  too  much  of  the  grass*  top  growth  by  grazing  or  mox-j- 
ing  it  too  closely,  the  roots  will  quit  growing  ‘until  tops  recover.  For  details. 


see  your  circulating  copy* 

9.  We  have  loaned  Carl  B.  Brom,  director  of  the  Planning  Division,  to  the  Inter- 
national Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Developraent,  for  a 6-week  assignment  in  Japan 
as  a consultant  on  land  development  and  water  conservation.  Brovin  left  on  his 
assignment  this  week. 

10.  Our  recently  established  Central  Technical  TJnit,  attached  to  the  Washington 
office  Engineering  Division,  is  new  in  operation  at  Beltsville,  Md.  One  of  the 
new  unites  functions  will  be  to  assist  in  the  development  of  hydrologic  and  sedi- 
mentation procedures  and  methods  and  in  the  evaluation  of  procedures  now  used  in 
the  States.  It  will  also  evaluate  the  physical  effects  of  land  treatment  and  water- 
shed protection  programs  of  the  Service  in  selected  watersheds  and  develop,  improve 
and  recommend  procedures  for  this  purpose.  Field  requests  for  the  assistance  of 
the  Teclmical  Unit  are  being  handled  through  the  Field  Engineering  and  V/atershed 
Planning  units. 

11.  Since  a change  in  plans  has  necessitated  postponement  of  my  Alaska  trip,  I*m 
hoping  1*11  be  able  to  grab  a few  days*  leave  so  I can  get  out  the  hammer  and  saw 
to  work  on  the  room  in  our  basement  that  has  been  neglected.  And  in  this  100- 
degrcQ  weather,  a basement* s a pretty  good  place  to  be  in. 
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This  is  a sort  of  an  ”EXTRA-Read  All  About  It”  issue,  but  I do  want  to  keep  you 
posted  on  the  fast-moving  legislative  developments. 

Tremendous  new  opportunities  for  us  to  help  step  up  the  rate  of  progress  in  soil 
and  water  conservation  are  emerging  fiom  the  current  session  of  Congress. 

As  this  new  legislation  affecting  watershed  work,  insured  credit  for  soil  and 
water  conservation  "tjork  and  income  tax  credits  for  conservation  expenditures  be- 
comes law,  we  will  have  greatly  expanded  fields  in  which  to  supplement  our  going 
program.  These  new  features  greatly  augment  the  SCS  and  other  federal  agencies 
in  bringing  additional  forces  to  bear  on  the  conservation  problem. 

The  measures  nearing  enactment  are: 

1.  H.R.  6788 — the  Hope-Aiken  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  bill, 

2.  S,  3137 — to  amend  the  Water  Facilities  Act — which  would  extend  the  Water 
Facilities  Act  nationwide  and  also  provide  credit  for  conservation  work, 

3*  H.  R,  8300 — to  revise  the  Internal  Revenue  laws which  contains  a sec- 
tion authorizing  farmers,  for  income  tax  purposes,  to  treat  as  deductible 
exp>enses  expenditures  made  for  soil  and  water  conservation  work. 

As  of  July  20,  the  Hope-Aiken  bill  was  within  two  steps  of  becoming  law.  The 
House-Senate  conferees  had  issued  their  repot*t,  and  it  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  It  remained  for  the  House  to  adopt  the  report,  thus  sending  the  measure 
to  the  White  House  for  signing  into  law  by  the  President, 

The  Hope-Aiken  bill*s  purpose  is  to  carry  out  the  upstream  watershed  recommenda- 
tions in  President  Eisenhower *s  July  31>  1953^  message  to  Congress,  The  measure 
authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  cooperate  with  States  and  local  agencies 
in  the  planning  and  carrying  out  of  works  of  improvement  for  flood  prevention  and 
the  agricultural  phases  of  the  development,  conservation,  utilization  and  disposal 
of  water. 

Secretary  Benson  has  indicated  that  he  intends  to  assign  the  carrying  out  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and  the  Forest  Service, 
with  the  primary  responsibility  for  leadership  in  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
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As  resolved  by  the  House-Senate  conferees^  the  bill  provides  for: 

1.  Authority  for  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  assist  local  organizations 
in  preparing  and  developing  plans  for  works  of  impi^Dvement,  This  can  be 
done  immediately  upon  approval  of  application  of  local  organization  by 
the  authorized  state  agency  or  Governor  or  within  kS  days  if  no  action 
is  taken  by  the  State  agency  or  Governor. 

2.  Authority  to  work  on  a watershed  basis  in  watersheds  of  2^0,000  acres  or 
less.  A number  of  such  watersheds,  when  they  comprise  parts  of  a larger 
watershed,  may  be  planned  together  if  the  local  sponsoring  organizations 
so  desire. 

3.  Installation  of  single  structures  storing  less  than  2,500  acre-feet  with- 
out specific  approval  by  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  Committees  on 
Agriculture.  These  committees  must  approve  all  plans  which  have  single 
structures  v/ith  a storage  capacity  of  betx^een  2,^00  and  5^000  acre-feet 
before  appropriations  can  be  made. 

i|.  Authority  for  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  contract  for  construction 
of  structures  (dams)  until  July  1,  1956,  in  those  states  in  xdiich  local 
organizations  do  not  have  authority  to  enter  into  such  contracts. 

5.  Local  sponsoring  groups  to  secure  rights-of-way,  assume  equitable  share 
of  cost,  arrange  for  operation  and  maintenance,  acquire  necessary  water 
rights  and  get  agreements  from  owners  of  more  than  half  of  the  lands  in  wa- 
tersheds above  dams  to  carry  out  soil  conservation  programs. 


You  Trill  be  receiving  through  channels  detailed  information  about  the  new' bills 
strengthening  conservation  as  they  are  enacted  into  law.  In  the  meantime,  this 
will  give  you  the  highlights  so  that  you  may  begin  to  help  answer  questions. 

I would  like  everyone  in  the  Service  to  understand  the  three  laws  and  to  help  soil 
conservation  district  governing  bodies  and  other  local  groups  examine  the  laws  in 
light  of  their  local  problems,  needs  and  responsibilities. 


The  Hope -Aiken  act  offers  local  watershed  groups  xdiich  are  willing  to  assume 
responsibility  and  a share  of  the  costs  the  opportunity  to  call  for  and  obtain  in 
a reasonable  time  federal  assistance  in  solving  their  water  management  problems. 

The  Service  has  already  had  correspondence  with  approximately  800  local  groups 
interested  in  carrying  out  watershed  protection  work. 

To  finance  the  Hope-Aiken  watershed  program,  a supplemental  appropriation  request 
for  000, 000  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Congress  by  the  President. 

In  general  the  work  under  the  Hope-Aiken  legislation  will  follow  this  pattern: 
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!•  The  Hope-Aiken  legislation  provides  a fresh  opportunity  for  local  water- 
shed groups  to  obtain  Federal  assistance  in  studying  and  solving  their  major  water- 
management  problems  on  a watershed  basis.  The  problems  may  be  those  of  flood  pre- 
vention or  the  agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation,  development,  utilization, 
and  disposal  of  water.  local  people  must  initiate  all  action  under  the  Act,  and 
must  be  willing  to  share  a substantial  part  of  the  costs  in  accordance  with  the 
direct  benefits  they  will  derive.  Federal  help  is  available  only  to  assist  local 
organizations  to  plan  and  install  those  needed  flood-prevention  and  water-manage- 
ment measures  that  cannot  feasibly  be  installed  under  other  current  national  con- 
servation programs.  The  Federal  funds  provided  under  this  authority  may  not  be 
used  to  increase  the  rate  of  financial  assistance  for  land- treatment  measures  in 
excess  of  the  current  rate  under  existing  national  conservation  programs. 

2.  After  the  local  people,  in  the  form  of  a local  organization,  have  deter- 
mined that  they  are  interested  in  sponsoring  an  authorized  watershed  program,  they 
may  submit  an  application  for  planning  assistance  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
This  application  would  be  reviewed  and,  if  not  disapproved  by  the  appropriate 
State  agency  or  the  Governor,  would  be  forv/arded  to  the  Administrator  of  SCS. 

After  the  application  is  received  by  the  Department,  the  local  organization  will 
be  assisted  in  making  the  necessary  field  investigations  and  surveys  and  to  pre- 
pare work  plans.  The  end  product  of  the  investigations  and  surveys  will  be  a 
watershed  work  plan  spelling  out  the  recommended  program  as  agreed  upon  and  in 
confoimance  with  the  wishes  of  the  local  people. 

3.  The  Department  will  also  make  those  studies  which  are  necessary  to  deter- 
mine the  effects  of  the  recommended  program  on  the  water-management  problems  of 
the  vjatershed  and  the  economic  soundness  of  the  over- all  program.  These  studies 
T-Till  determine  the  approximate  benefits  to  be  derived  by  the  local  people  and  will 
be  used  in  determining  their  share  of  the  costs. 

U.  After  the  plan  is  completed,  a 60-day  opportunity  is  provided  the  Army 
Engineers  and  the  Interior  Department,  if  either  or  both  are  directly  concerned, 
to  review  and  make  recommendations  upon  the  plan.  The  Secretary  then  transmits 
the  plan  and  any  recommendations  of  the  other  agencies  to  the  Congress.  Forty- 
five  days  then  must*  elapse  before  installations  involving  Federal  assistance  are 
begun.  In  addition,  the  plans  involving  structures  of  between  2,500  and  5,000 
acre-feet  must  be  approved  by  resolution  of  the  House  and  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee. 

5.  The  Act  provides  for  obtaining  broad  cooperation  and  assistance  from 
other  Federal  agencies  in  carrying  out  the  watershed  program,  including  the  in- 
stallation of  measures  needed  on  public  lands  to  help  solve  the  problems  of  the 
local  people. 

6.  It  revokes  the  authority  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  make  flood 
prevention  surveys,  except  on  watersheds  now  authorized  for  operations.  Also 
revokes  authority  to  carry  on  flood  prevention  operations  on  other  than  the  11 
presently  authorized  watersheds. 

7.  Authority  for  work  on  the '11  authorized  flood  control  watersheds  is  not 
repealed  under  the  new  legislation,  and  wo  anticipate  the  operations  of  the  pilot 
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watershed  protection  projects  ;d.ll  be  carried  on  under  their  present  authority. 


S.  3137 to  amend  the  Water  Facilities  Act — as  reported  to  the  House  July  19: 

1.  Extends  the  VJater  Facilities  program  of  assistance  in  water  supply  and 
utilization  to  all  states  and  territories.  Fomerly  it  applied  only  to  the  19 
western  states. 

2.  I'bdifies  the  limitation  of  $100,000  for  any  project  to  a limitation  of  a 
$25,000  loan  to  any  one  person  and  $250,000  to  any  corporation  or  agency. 

3.  Provides  for  insured  loans  in  addition  to  direct  loans. 

U.  Authorizes  loans  for  soil  and  water  conserving  or  drainage  facilities  on 
a direct  or  insured  basis  under  the  same  limitations  as  those  for  water  supply  or 
utilization. 


H.P.  8300 — to  revise  the  Internal  Revenue  laws — the  different  views  of  the  Senate 
and  House  are  now  being  worked  out  in  conference.  However^  the  provisions  of  the 
item  allowing  farmers  to  treat  as  expenses^  for  income  tax  purposes,  expenditures 
for  soil  conservation  measures  are  not  in  serious  conflict  between  the  two  Houses. 
Expenditures  for  "treatment  or  moving  of  earth  including  (but  not  limited  to) 
leveling,  grading  and  terracing, ' contour  furrowing^  the  construction,  control,  and 
protection  of  diversion  channels,  drainage  ditches,  earthen  dams,  watercourses, 
outlets,  and  ponds,  the  eradication  of  brush  and  the  planting  of  windbreaks"  arc 
those  named  in  the  Senate-passed  version  as  being  deductible  as  expenses.  The 
amount  deductible  in  any  given  year  may  not  exceed  25^  of  the  gross  income  derived 
from  faming  during  the  year.  However,  any  excess  is  deductible  in  subsequent 
years  subject  to  the  same  limitations.  The  Senate  version  also  allows  the  deduc- 
tion as  expense  of  assessments  "levied  by  a soil  or  water  conservation  or  drainage 
district"  to  defray  expenditures  made  by  such  district  which  if  paid  by  the  tax- 
payer would  constitute  expenditures  deductible  imder  the  new  authority. 


In  closing  I want  to  again  emphasize  that  the  forthcoming  legislation  Xirill  give 
us  new  tools  to  help  us  strengthen  our  present  program.  In  no  sense  is  the  new 
legislation  intended  as  a substitute. 
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Guess  I^m  going  to  have  to  watch  my  appetite  for  South  Carolina  peaches  and  the 
like  when  I^m  out  on  the  road,  Here’s  why:  Governor  Anderson  of  South  Dakota, 

a friend  of  college  days,  introduced  me  last  week  at  a meeting  held  at  the  state 
capitol  in  Pierre.  After  a preliminary  remark  or  two,  he  remarked;  "Don’s  quite 
a bit  more  muscular  than  he  was  in  our  college  days." 

The  Governor,  by  the  way,  gave  a forceful  conservation  talk  to  the  Service  and 
Extension  folks  at  the  meeting  arranged  for  by  State  Conservationist  Ross  Davies 
and  Extension  Director  George  I.  Gilbertson.  I am  sure  the  meeting  will  have  a 
beneficial  effect  in  furthering  the  right  attitude  and  the  right  kind  of  rela- 
tionships between  Extension  and  us  in  South  Dakota. 

To  further  help  gain  understanding,  I have  arranged  for  a panel  at  the  State  Con- 
servationists* meeting  here  next  month  which  will  discuss  our  relationship  problem 
in  a constructive  vein.  On  the  panel  will  be  Paul  C.  licGrew,  Washington  State 
Conservationist;  L.  C,  Williams,  Kansas  Extension  Director;  C.  li.  Ferguson,  Federal 
Extension  Service  Director;  and  Gladwin  Young. 

Director  Ferguson  and  I are  agreed  that  a soil  conservation  district  farm  conser- 
vation plan  will  provide  an  ideal  base  on  vrhich  the  Extension  Service  can  help 
a farmer  build  a workable  "farm  unit"  plan  involving  better  farm  management, 
improved  farm  family  living  and  increased  profits.  VJhen  all  of  us  understand 
Extension’s  unit  approach  and  can  better  harmonize  our  two  agencies'  respective 
activities,  we  *td.ll  have  made  3real  progress  in  this  regard.  The  unit  approach 
is  sound  in  principle  and  if  carried  out  properly  can  be  helpful  to  the  entire 
conservation  program. 

I also  enjoyed  participating  last  week  in  the  Black  Hills  meeting  of  the  Great 
Plains  Council  at  which  Under  Secretary  Morse  was  the  main  speaker.  This  Council 
is  helping  to  point  the  way  to  a more  stable  agriculture  for  the  10  plains  states. 

Current  Developments; 

1.  The  Hope-Aiken  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Bill  became  Public 
Law  566  of  the  83rd  Congress  August  4 when  President  Eisenhower  affixed  his  signa- 
ture to  the  Act.  The  Service  is  carrying  out  plans  to  begin  to  process  applica- 
tions of  local  organizations  as  soon  as  funds  become  available  to  cany  out  the 
law.  The  details  mil  come  to  you  through  channels. 
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2.  The  bill  to  amend  the  Water  Faci3j.ties  Act  which  would  provide  credit  for 
conservation  work  as  well  as  extend  the  Water  Facilities  Act  nationxiride  is  now 
awaiting  action  by  the  President,  after  having  passed  both  Houses. 

3.  The  revision  of  the  Internal  Pevenue  lax^s  which  would  permit  farmers  to  treat  I 

expenditures  for  soil  and  water  conservation  work  as  expenses  for  income  tax 
purposes  also  is  at  the  l^Jhite  House  for  President  Eisenhower*s  consideration.  /Y* 

I4,.  The  Department's  Field  Services  Review  Committee  is  currently  studying  USDA 
field  operations  and  relationships  at  points  in  three  states.  The  study's  purpose, 
according  to  Secretary  Benson,  is  to  improve  efficiency  and  is  not  related  to 
any  reorganization  considerations. 

5.  The  Department  of  Interior's  technical  review  staff  has  issued  a report  out- 
lining a need  for  speeding  up  soil  conservation  activities  on  the  department's 
lands.  The  report  estimated  that  the  needed  work  would  cost  approximately 
$2?0,000,000  and  that  "the  task  should  be  accomplished  in  the  next  20  years  if 
it  is  to  be  effective  in  restoring  depleted  land  and  preventing  greater  damage." 

6.  The  recently  issued  Department  Regulation  13hl — Supplement  1 places  the 
coordination  of  mapping  activities  of  the  Department  in  the  Forest  Service.  That 
Service  x^l  now  handle  the  VJashington,  D.  C«  coordination  functions  in  connection 
with  mapping  that  were  formerly  handled  in  the  Secretary's  office.  This  will  in 
no  way  affect  field  mapping  activities  such  as  those  connected  with  the  Soil 
Survey,  etc.,  but  will  deal  with  such  things  as  new  aerial  photo  flights  and  the 
like. 

7.  Federal  Extension  Director  Ferguson  and  State  Extension  Directors  Shawnee 
Brown  of  Oklahoma  and  Leroy  Hoffman  of  Indiana  have  scheduled  a meeting  in 
Chicago  August  I3  i-fith  President  Davis  and  some  other  officers  of  the  National 
Association  of  Districts.  They  will  consider  agreements  between  soil  conserva- 
tion districts  and  the  Extension  Service.  Directors  Brown  and  Hoffman  are  members 
of  the  Committee  which  met  with  SCS  representatives  in  Chicago  in  March  and  out- 
lined principles  for  better  Extension-SCS  working  relations. 

8.  Deputy  Administrator  Gladwin  Young  is  representing  the  Service  in  the  acti- 
vities of  the  Cabinet  Committee  on  Water  Resources  Policy  headed  by  Interior 
Secretary  McKay. 

9.  The  general  committee  planning  the  National  Watershed  Congress  to  be  held 
here  December  6 and  7 consists  of  C.  R.  Gutermuth,  vice  president  of  the  Wildlife 
Management  Institute^  Waters  S.  Davis,  Jr.,  president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Soil  Conservation  Districts;  E.  R.  Cotton,  president  of  the  American  Watershed 
Council;  and  Raymond  A.  McConnell,  Jr.,  editor  of  the  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Journal. 

10.  The  Santa  Fe  Railway  has  estimated  that  wind  erosion  in  the  Southern  Great 
Plains  has  cost  the  system  approximately  $2^0,000  in  the  last  fex-j  months. 

11.  Several  State  Conservationists  have  added  student  trainees  from  the  agilcul- 
tural  colleges  for  summer  training^. 
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12.  You  will  be  interested  in  Adninistrator  Ferguson’s  article  on  '‘liaking  Con- 
servation a Part  of  the  Total  Fam  Business”  which  appears  in  the  July  issue  of 
the  Journal  of  Soil  and  Water  Conservation. 

13.  Copies  of  Agricultural  Handbook  No.  6l  have  been  sent  to  all  field  offices. 
Enough  were  sent  through  State  Offices  to  supply  all  State  staffs,  Work  Unit 
Conservationists  and  Soil  Scientists.  Separate  mailings  went  to  the  Engineering 
and  Watershed  Planning  Units,  Field  Plant  Technologists,  and  Area  Conservationists 
This  publication,  paid  for  by  the  FOA,  is  not  for  public  distribution.  It  was  pre 
pared  specifically  for  the  FOA  for  foreign  trainees  and  to  meet  needs  of  conser- 
vationists in  other  countries.  We  got  only  enough  for  our  personnel. 

From  State  Conservationists’  reports; 

UTAH In  the  Iron  County  SCO  a committee  has  been  set  up  to  make  investigations 

and  a plan  of  work  on  the  wind  erosion  area  at  Buckhom  Flat.  The  committee 
includes  a district  supervisor,  a representative  of  the  College  of  Southern  Utah, 
the  county  agent  and  representatives  of  the  SCS,  the  Livestock  Association  and  the 

Bureau  of  Land  Ilanagement;  KENTUCKY The  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

has  added  a man  to  its  staff  to  do  research  on  soil  and  water  conservation; 
MISSISSIPPI A new  handbook  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Districts  Lav;  is  being  pub- 
lished; HAWAII District  Directors  of  Oahu  Island  have  taken  steps  to  organize 

a territorial  association  of  SCDs;  NEVADA demand  for  the  sound  color  film  pro- 
duced by  the  Northeast  Elko  SCD,  ”Grass-The  Elko  Way,”  continues  high;  COLORADO 

Nearly  1,000,000  acres  were  added  to  five  SCDs  during  June;  MARfLAND The  State 

Association  of  District  Supervisors  has  organized  a watershed  committee;  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS  Selectmen  of  Wrentham  have  asked  the  Norfolk  SCD  supervisors  for  infor- 
mation about  soil- stripping  ordinances;  TEX/iS One  editor  made  this  observation 

in  his  paper;  ’’Precipitation  is  not  all;  it’s  penetration  that  keeps  it  vjith  us.” 

and  "It’s  not  how  much  but  how  deep.”;  IOWA Nearly  50  SCDs  have  some  watershed 

activities  under  way;  LOUISIANA- — The  Calcasieu  Soil  Conservation  District  is 
setting  up  its  own  film  library,  and  has  purchased  seven  films  to  start  it; 
CALIFORNIA Eleven  large-scale  field  demonstrations  of  the  3-Point  range  improve- 

ment program  are  in  progress.  On  the  Williams  Ranch,  Tehama  County,  fertilized 
range  produced  12?  pounds  of  lamb  per  acre  compared  with  11.6  pounds  on  unferti- 
lized. The  current  value  of  lamb  gain  was  $28,27  on  fertilized  and  $2.61  on 
unfertilized;  MISSOURI — The  Boone  County  Soil  Conservation  District  sponsored  an 
air  tour  for  State  Vo-Ag  teachers  on  June  9 and  10.  About  50  teachers  took  the 
flight. 


It  does  a man  no  good  to  sit  up  and  take  notice,  if  he  keeps  on  sitting. 

To  be  occupied  with  what  does  not  concern  you  is  worse  than  doing  nothing. 


\bC  .f 

^c5C 


UI'IITED  STATES  DEPAHTHSiyT  OF  AGIIECULTUPJS 
SOIL  CONSERVATIO'J  SERVICE 


Washington  25 ^ D.  C* 
August  20,  195U 


To: 


All  SOS  Field  Offices 


U.S.DEFT.OFAGR!CULTUni: 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 


xTom: 


D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1369 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Just  a note  before  I head  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine  Association  of 
District  Supervisors,  --Jhile  I*m  there  I*m  going  to  take  a few  days'  leave  for  a 
retreat  in  the  Maine  woods. 

I*ve  Just  returned  from  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Association  at  DeKalb, 

It  was  a truly  fine  meeting  and  I was  impressed  vrith  the  fine  spirit  among  the 
membershd.p  and  its  excellent  leadership.  Highlights  were  panel  discussions  on  the 
watershed  program  and  on  coordination  of  conservation  activities  at  the  district 
level. 

Through  channels  you *11  soon  receive  President  Eiseiihower*s  statement  concerning 
the  three  legislative  actions  taken  by  the  83rd  Congress  which ’he ‘said  "give 
important  new  strength  to  our  national  efforts  to  conserve  the  vital  soil  and 
water  resources  of  the  United  States." 

President  Eisenliower  referred,  of  course,  to  the  Ariiendment  to  the  Water  Faci!Lities 
Act,  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act,  and  the  revision  of  tlie 
internal  revenue  laws. 

In  commenting  on  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act,  the  President* s 
statement  said:  "The  Act  recognizes  by  law  for  the  first  time  the  great  importance 

of  upstream  watershed  protection  in  our  over-all  water  resource  policy.  ...It  recog- 
nizes in  practical  terms  that  the  upstreaia  part  of  the  watershed,  as  well  as  the 
dora stream  part,  must  bo  taken  into  o^ar  plans  if  we  are  to  have  the  water  t-tg 
vitally  need  and  if  wc  are  to  solve  vri.th  maxknum  effectiveness  three  of  our  most 
challenging  problems — soil  erosion,  floods  and  drought." 

Other  Developments: 

1,  You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  the  Service  is  represented  by  two  of  our  top 
soils  men  at  the  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Intemation^Il  Society  of  Soil  Science,  at 
Leopoldville,  Belgian  Congo,  this  week.  Charlie  Kellogg  and  Ro^r  Hockensmith  are 
both  taking  part  in  that  important  conference.  Dr,  Kellogg,  at  the  request  of  the 
British,  stopped  off  in  the  Gold  Coast  on  his  way  to  Leopoldville  to  take  a look 

at  some  soils  problems  there.  He  wrote  that  the  weather  in  the  Gold  Coast  was 
"about  like  Washington  in  May,"  and  that  it  is  "one  of  the  nicest  parts  of  i\frica," 

2.  It  looks  as  though  the  Department  might  get  about  01,750,000  to  get  the  water- 
shed protection  and  flood  prevention  program  under  way  this  fiscal  year.  At  least 
that*s  the  figure  the  conferees  on  the  supplemental  appropriation  bill  agreed  to. 
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3.  We  Tmderstand  the  sponsors  of  the  National  Watershed  Congress,  to  be  held  in 
Washington  December  6-7 ^ 195U^  are  beginning  to  assemble  ideas  and  mateinals  in 
preparation  for  the  important  discussions  that  group  uill  hold* 

U.  The  House  Goirmiittec  on  Agriculture  is  planning  tC  print  two  documents  we  expect 
to  distribute  throughout  the  Service.  These  T-jill  be  fact  sheets  and  questions  and 
answers,  one  on  the  water  facilities  program  and  another  on  the  watershed  protec- 
tion and  flood  prevention  program* 

?*  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  Ohio  has  published  a booklet,  ”\^ater — And  You.“  They 
ir.tend  primary  distribution  in  connection  -^'jith  a series  of  exhibits  around  the 
State,  It*s  an  excellent  soil  and  water  conservation  leaflet* 

6*  Here  and  there  in  State  and  Territorial  Conservationists  reports, **• *TC  Christ 
says  Oahu,  Hawaii,  had  one  of  the  wettest  Julys  in  recent  years,  and  on  Kauai  there 
was  more  rain  the  first  half  of  195U  than  for  all  of  1953* •••we  could  use  a little 
of  that  surplus  ,.*, like  Nevada  where  George  Hardraan  says  conditions  continue  bad 
...,in  some  of  our  mainland  States. *. .Ohio* s Kennard  reports  that  the  Pet  Milk  Co. 
printed  an  8-page  pamphlet  ”Soil  Conserve ticn  Leads  to  Pro.q^erity"  that  was  pre- 
pared by  the  Williams  County  SCD. , ..Recent  addition  to  the  San  Fernando  Valley, 
Calif.,  SCD  was  all  of  Catalina  Island  except  the  resort  tomiy  reports  John  Barnes. 
From  Puerto  Rico,  Jim  Sargent  reports  one  of  tiie  highlights  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Commonwealth  Association  of  SCD  Supervisors  was  an  address  by  the  wife  of 
Governor  Kunoz  Karin  who  showed  superior  knowledge  of  and  appreciation  for  soil 
conservation  districts  and  their  work*..*In  Tennessee,  merchants  of  Koscow  purchased 
the  right-of-way  for  three  miles  of  relocated  road,  as  called  for  in  the  xmtershed 
XTork  plan.... and  in  Michigan,  the  West  Ottawa  District  demonstrated  aerial  cover 
crop  seeding  on  31?  acres  of  com  on  16  farms,  ...it  costs  §1  per  acre  plus  one  cent 
per  pound  for  seed. 
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A,dd  Maine  barbecued  chicken  to  my  new  delights.  Was  introduced  to  it  recently  at 
the  summer  meeting  of  the  Maine  Association  of  Soil  Conserva.tion  Districts  at 
Lucerne  Lake  near  Bangor.  I was  impressed  with  the  stable  leadership  in  the  asso- 
ciation, and  also  enjoyed  the  opportunity^  of  seeing  conservation  work  on  farms  in 
two  districts  in  the  area.  Here  I was  glad  to  note  the  tremendous  progress  in 
farm  planning  and  some  of  the  remarkable  work  in  woodland  conservation*  One  of 
the  places  we  TrLsited  was  that  of  a Negro  truck  farmer^  whose  conservation  way^  of 
farmiiig  is  widely  respected. 


This  week  ILii  spending  a day^  wtLth  our  Information  people-,  who  are  meeting  with 
the  Field  Tniormr?,tion  men^  Then  I^m  headed  for  the  Gowanesque  Watershed  Associa- 
tion -Tieeting  in  Slkland^  Pa,^  on  the  11th.  On  the  12th  and  13th  1^11  be  at  the 
Conference  of  Iowa  Soil  Conservation  District  Comiiiissioners  at  Council  Bluffs. 

From  there  1*11  go  to  the  Upper  Mocking  Watershed  Field  Day/  at  Lancaster^  OlriO;,  on 
the  lL|.th_,  and  finish  the  week  at  the  National  Soil  Conservation  District  Field 
Day  and  Flo-^nng  Matches  at  Olnej'-^  111^ 


And  the  week  of  September  20 ^ 1*11  be  here  wd.th  the  State  Conservationists . Ihn 
really  looking  forward  to  this  meeting  to  help  develop  further  our  national  program 
of  soil  and  water  conservation.  We've  got  lots  of  ground  to  cover,  and  pai't  of  it 
Tvill  be  accomplished  'n.th  the  16  eoiriiaittees  composed  of  State  and  Territorial 
Conservationists . 


Developments ; 

1.  Buck  Rogers  has  summarized  your  reports  which  show  how  the  Service  fared  in 
fiscal  official  and  personal  congratulations  to  all  of  you  for  progress 

in  the  year. 

You  members  of  the  field  staff  continued  conservation  work  at  a rapid  pace.  The 
weighted  average  of  all  practices  applied  was  up  Ij.  percer/o  from  a year  earlier. 
Basic  conservation  plans  were  prepared  for  48, 600  farms  and  ranches,  8 percent 
under  the  previous  year. 

The  3er\^ice  assisted  an  additional  101  districts,  bringing  the  total  to  2,589. 
Technicians  helped  188,970  new  cooperators  in  various  stages  of  planning.  As  of 
July'-  1,  195Uj  the  Service  was  v?orking  with  a total  of  l,it5u^000  cooperators.  Soil 
surveys  were  made  on  acres  and  range  site  surveys  were  made  on  [;,l!.86,000 

acres. 


Many  scil  and  water  conservation  practices  were  applied  to  the  land  in  substan- 
tially larger  quantity  thcua  :n  the  previous  year^  Contour  faiTfiing  totaled 
l4.,127>109  acres^  cover  cropping  I|.,839:,C91  acres,  strip  cropping  9?0^23p  acres, 
seeding  range  326,73b  acres,  tree  planting  266,033  acres,  fam  aiid  ranch  pends 
6’4,521  and  improved  water  application  9u9^680  acres « Terracing  totaled 

l'7,791  miles  and  iringation  land  preparation  3?5;»093  acres. 

In  addition  to  the  a:,X)ve  work  in  cooperation  with  districts,  the  Service  also 
assisted  an  increased  nur.Tcer  of  AGP  participants  on  the  practices  for  which  the 
SC3  is  responsible c We  also  made  a substantial  start  in  watershed  protection  work 
in  the  pilot  projects  and  continuea  I'jith  the  installation  of  A and  B measures  in 
the  11  authorized  watersheds, 

Sjneo  the  prograiiis  that  are  applied  are  the  results  of  plans,  the  need  to  keep  up 
our  rate  of  planning  is  apparent.  For  examiplo,  just  two  more  plans  per  distinct 
would  have  meant  that  our  195U  planning  rate  xjould  have  exceeded  that  of  the  year 
earlier.  However,  that  rate  should  be  exceeded. 

It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  the  rate  of  app3.icaticn  of  conservation  programs  to 
the  land  continues  to  increase ^ The  fine  teamwork  and  support  of  cooperating 
farmers  and  agencies  h.elped  voii  m<ake  this  record.  Through  channels  you*  11  be 
receiving  highlight  suiniaries  of  fiscal  accompliG/imonts,  which  you  may  use 

for  informational  purposes.  And  Buclw  by  the  way,  appreciated  the  full,  cooperation 
of  the  states  in  getting  the  reports  in. 

2.  Secretary"  Benson  has  irr/ited  2v0  men  to  a meeting  on  resource  conservation 
here  Sopteinber  29-30,  Purpose  of  the  .aoeting  is  to  advise  the  Secretary  in  connec- 
tion with  resource  conservation  problems,  including  research,  education,  credit, 
technical  assistance^  cost  sharing  and  related  problems. 

Invited  weres  Leroy  Donald,  general  sales  manager,  lion  Chemical  Co,,  El  Dorado, 
Ark.;  F.  B.  Caiiip,  W.  B.  Carap  k Sons,  Inc.,  Bakersfield,  Calif Ferrington 
Carpenter,  livestock  rancher,  Hayden,  GolOo,  Dr,  R,  G.  Gustavson,  president. 
Resources  For  the  Future,  Inc,,  Washington,  D.  C,;  W«  Houser  Davidson,  famor. 

Fort  Valley,  Ga,;  George  Scarseth,  research  director,  iimeriCcjn  Farm  iVasearch  Asso- 
ciation, LaFayetto,  Ind,j  Kirk  Fox,  editor,  Successful  Farming,  Des  koines,  loxja; 
Floyd  E.  Lull,  president.  Smith  County  State  Bank,  Smith  Center,  Kans,;  L.  Roy 
Hawes,  co'fnrrd.ssioncr,  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture,  Boston,  Mass.;  Alf 
Larson,  area  vice  president,  national  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts, 
Hc.yfield,  Ninn.j  Charles  Uarshall,  president,  Nebraska  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
Lincoln,  Ncbr. ; Dr«  Firm.an  E.  Bear,  soil  scientist,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J,;  Thomas 
D.  Campbell,  rancher  and  large  wheat  producer,  Albuquerque,  N.  Hcx*|  Di-o  PAchard 
Bradfield,  head.  Department  of  ilgronomy,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y,;  David 
So  Weaver,  director.  Agricultural  Extension  Seramce,  North  Carolina  State  College, 
I^aleigh,  N.  G.j  Charles  j\.  Dambach,  director.  Wildlife  Division,  Department  of 
Natural  Resources,  State  of  Ohio,  Columbus,  Glnio;  Nolen  J.  Fuqua,  National  vice 
president,  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  T/istricts,  Duncan,  Okla.; 
Charles  A.  Washmon,  president,  Aldridge -v/aslimon  Co.,  Harlingen,  Tex^;  Henry  T. 
McKnight,  conservationist,  Cornwal.1  Fam,  Vienna,  Va.;  end  Gorydon  Wagner,  ■'/ice 
president,  St,  Paul-Tacoma  Luiaber  Co,,  Tacoma,  Wash, 
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3.  Have  had  opportunity  to  see  t^.ro  ueLl  done  special  conservation  editions  of 
papers  recently — The  Allen  County  Neus  Scilnted  the  /JLlen  County  3CD  August  h»  The 
Waynesboro  News  Virginian  put  out  a special  in  connection  id.th  the  Conservation 
Action  Day,  August  28,  at  uliich  Secretary  Denson  spoke* 

U*  The  Casper  Wyoming  Tribune -He  raid  is  coiiipleting  its  third  annual  Soil  Conserve' 
tion  Achievement  Contest  aiTiong  tJie  central  vjyoiidng  SCDs. 


5.  Judging  from  all  reports,  the  19?U  train  tour  of  Louisiana  bankers  and  3CD 


supervisors  through  Georgia,  i'lorida  and 
group  of  1!??  T-:as  led  b2v"  IIain.cn  S*  Irunk, 
SCDs,  and  ilupcrt  3,  Ivans,  president  of 


Alabaj-.ia  T-as  another  huge  success.  The 
president  of  tlie  Louisiana  Associatioii  of 
the  Louisiana^  Bankers  Association, 


6,  Wa^ne  Griddle,  who  Tras 
been  appointed  on  the  rose 
For  the  last  fev:  months  lie 


Amth  3C3  many  3^ears 
arch  and  teaching  sta 
has  been  idth  George 


in  iriagation  research,  has  recently 
ffs  of  Utali  /agricultural  College. 
Clyde  of  the  Utah  State  Water  and 


Power  Board. 


7.  Plans  are  moving  <alicad  in  connection  with  'tJic-  watershed  protection  and  flccd 
prevention  program.  Picports  are  coming  in  from  State  Conservationists  telling  of 
the  state  gov^ernor's  designation  of  stsitc  agencies  to  hfindle  the  state’s  part  in 
the  selection  of  watersheds.  The  selection  of  watershed  work  plan  parties  also  is 
in  process.  The  training  sessions  for  personnel  arc  no::  being  hold  except  for  the 
Nortlieast  arid  Corn  Dolt  where  they  have  oGon  deferred  until  next  inonth. 

8.  We  have  been  requested  by  the  Cfiice  of  the  Secretar:^  tc  lend  it  Joy  Hopid^is 
and  Bill  Allred  to  irork  on  cert.ain  aspects  of  the  Field  Ser\d.ccs  fiOvicw  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Department.  They  will  complete  their  assignments  ii'i  late  October. 

9.  A.lmost  all  of  the  3CS  iDCoplc  have  elected  to  come  ui:idcr  the  new  govenviiont  life 
insurance  plan  Trhicii  went  into  effect  recently.  Four  days  after  the  p.lan  went  into 
effect,  Jacques  Aebli,  ai  administrative  assistcjit  in  the  Virginia  State  office  at 
•b.climond,  died,  Kis  survivors  are  the  first  we’ve  heard  of  among  those  of  SC3 
employes  tc  benefit  fi'om  the  new  insurance  plai. 

10.  From  the  State  Conservationists: 

WINIHSOTA A cooperator  :rith  the  Sviiit  SOD  has  turned  over  5 acres  to  the  district 

supervisors  for  coniservation  purposes.  The  super^/isors,  In  turn,  are  transferring 
the  land  tc  a Scout  troop  for  development  of  a x.dldlife  and  roadside  park  area. 
IGlLTUCKi — The  Warshall  County  3CD  is  getting  out  a well-illustrated  booklet  on  the 

'Hvhat,  Why  and  How  of  the  Flarshall  Co'jnty  Soil  Conservation  District,”  IDAHO 

Sponsored  by  SCDs,  20  countyc'jide  grade  school  soil  and  v:ater  conservation  poster 
contests  were  held  diu’ing  the  1953-5U  school  yecj',  an  increase  of  12  over  a year 

earlier,  I'!E!  IliilLPSIiIIcE Pl^^Tiouth  Teachers  College  has  been  selected  as  one  of 

three  institutior.s  in  the  country  where  an  intensive  study  vd.ll  be  made  on  the  cur- 
ricula in  conserva,tion  education.  NDTf  YOIZC Conservation  was  an  important  topic 

at  the  aiinual  Gannett  Fama  ?ic-!ki  Dvay,  The  Gannett  farm  is  ovmcd  by  Frank  Gannett 
of  tlic  Gannett  nc::spapcr  clialn  :nd  is  ci:-era‘tjd  by  the  agricultural  editor  of  those 
papers , 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTi'IEHT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


Washington  25,  D.  C 
Sept,'  28^  1954 


To:  • All  SCS  Field  Offices 


U.  S.  DEPT.OFAGHiCULTURU 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 


From:  D.  A,  Williams,  Administrator 


Subject;  Current  Developments 


APR  7 -i869 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Last  Friday  afternoon  we  were  just  beginning  to  spend  an  extra  hour  on  "water- 
shed protection  and  flood  prevention"  at  the  state  conservationists*  conference 
in  the  Annapolis  Hotel  when  smoke  began  to  fill  the  conference  room.  We  kept 
on  meeting  till  about  a dozen  fire  trucks  arrived.  As  we  were  filing  out,  I 
believe  it  was  New  York  State  Conservationist  Stafford  who  said:  "This  just 

proves  hox^  hot  a topic  watershed  protection  is,"  The  firemen  quiclcly  quenched 
the  blaze  in  the  air  conditioning  sj^stem  and  we  were  able  to  finish  our  session 
on  schedule,  even  though  the  atinosphere  was  still  a bit  smok^'-. 

Our  second  annual  state  conservationists*  conference  was  a noteworthy  one,  I 
was -highly  pleased  with  the  thinking  of  all  our  people  on  the  major  questions 
and  problems  we  face.  At  one  point  we  got  this  sound  advice:  "Resolve  your 
worries  into  problems  and  then  solve  them,"  We  accomplished  a great  deal  in 
that  direction,  I believe,  YouQl  be  getting  the  highlights  of  the  meeting 
and  of  the  reports  of  the  16  cominittees  from  your  state  conservationist,. 

Results  iTill  be  forthcoming  too  in  the  form  of  many  improvements  in  operating 
policies  and  procedures. 

I^m  just  beginning  to  get  caught  up.  with  the  details  and' correspondence  that 
poured  in  last  week  and  the  week  before  when  I was  in  the  field.  The  Cowanesque 
Watershed  Association  meeting  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  Upper  HocldLng  Watershed 
Field  Day  in  Ohio  both  were  outstanding  events ’and  afforded  me  opportunity  to 
see  some  conservation  on  the  land.  The  meeting  of  the  Iowa  Soil  Conservation 
District  Commissioners  at  Counci.l  Bluffs  was  a peppy  one  as  well  as  most 
constructive. 

The  National  Soil  Conservation  District  Field  Day  and  Plovjing  Matches  at  Olney, 
Illc,  attracted  huge  crowds.  There,  I spent  part  of  a day  with  Secretary  Benson, 
vrho  was  a featured  speaker.  Wxile  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  I had  opportunity  to 
visit  "With  Interior  Secretary  McKay,  who  spoke  at  the  Watershed  Field  Day. 

The  West  Virginia  Chapter  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Society/  of  AiTierica  had  its 
annual  meeting  at  Jackson *s  Mill  ?i.ast  weekend.  It  x^as  a real  pleasure  to  meet 
many  of  the  states*  SCS  personnel  at  this  excellent  chapter  meeting. 

Other  Current  Developments: 

1,  Assistant  Secretary  Coke  will  be  chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  Sccretary*s 
Advisor^''  Group  on  Natural  Resources  xdiich  meets  here  this  week.  Several  of 


All  Washington  and  Field  Offices 


our  folks  have  been  asked  to  meet  with  the  advisory  group « Sub- committees 
will  consider  the  following  fields;  Watershed  Protection;  Water  Use  on  Crop- 
land; Conservation  Improvement  and  Profitable  Use  of  Soils;  and  Forest  and 
Range  Resources. 

2.  Three  of  our  traveling  folks  are  home  again^  and,  needless  to  say^  we’^re 
happy  to  have  them  helping  to  share  the  Washington  office  burden  again.  All 
returned  in  tii'ne  for  the  state  conservationists’  meeting. 

Ed  Graham  returned  from  an  extended  trip  to  Africa,  the  Mediterranean 
countries,  western  Europe  and  the  British  Isles,.  He  reports  a most  fruitful 
trip  under  his  Guggenheim  Fellowship. 

Charlie  Kellogg  got  back  from  iifrica.  From  other  sources  than  him  we^ve 
learned  that  the  paper  he  presented  at  the  International  meeting  of  Soil  Scien- 
tists provoked  more  discussion  than  any  other  de3_ivered  at  the  session. 

Carl  BroT-ni  completed  his  circle  of  the  Globe  by  returning  from  Japan  via 
Europe,  Carl  reports  that  he  gained  knowledge  as  well  as  imparting  some  dur- 
ing his  6-week  assigmaent  in  Japan  with  the  International  Bank, 

3.  Jim  Gates,  head  of  our  internal  audit  unit,  who  has  been  ill,  has  returned 
to  the  Job,  Dale  Shockley,  formerly  of  the  engineering  and  watershed  planning 
unit  at  Albuquerque,  has  transferred  hero  to  work  with  Jim.  Ed  Garvey,  fon^ierly 
with  the  Budget  and  Finance  Division,  has  transferred  to  the  internal 'audit,  too. 

i|.  Have  received  an  interesting  and  well  done  publication  entitled  ’’Your  Soil 
District  of  Ralls  County,  Missouri.”  The  cover  carries  a statement  that  the 
bulletin  is  ’’based  on  a survey  of  the  land  in  the  Soil  District.” 

5.  Plans  have  now  been  completed  for  the  opening  of  two  new  Service  Training 
Centers,  The  one  at  Athens,  Georgia,  will  serve  the . Southeast  states  vjxth  ■ 
Jackson  Bennett  of  Georgia  as  the  supervisor  and  Warren  Turkett  of  South 
Carolina  tentatively  selected  as  the  assistant  supervisor.  The  first  pro- 
fessional session  is  scheduled  to  open  on  November  1 and  vdll  continue  for 
five  weeks , 

The  Ft,  Robinson  Training  Center,  near  Crawford,  Nebraska,  vn.ll  open  for 
operation  on  October  18.  The  first  session  will  be  a professional  session  for 
four  weeks,  Larry  Joris  of  Nebraska  will  be  the  supervisor  of  this  Training 
Center.  As  ^oet,  the  assistant  supervisor  has  not  been  selected. 

6,  Of  the  21  government  employees  participating  in  the  Sixth  Junior  Management 
Intern  Program  sponsored  by  the  Civil  Service  Comiuission,  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  has  three  in  this  group; 

Claude  D-.  Crowley,  Work  Unit  Conservationist,  Tennessee 
Guy  H.  Earle,  Jr.,  Soil  Scientist,  North  Carolina 
Robert  D,  Fulmer,  Soil  Conservation  Aid,  Alabama 

We  are  especially  proud  of  these  men  since  they  survived  keen  nationwide  compe- 
tition both  in  vxritten  and  oral  examinations  to  win  their  place  xhlth  this 
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group.  There  was  onl7  one  other  candidate  selected  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  They  will  be  here  in  Washington  for  the  period  September  to 
January. 

?•  We  are  also  very  proud  to  announce  that  four  SC3  employees  have  been 
selected  by  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Public  Administration  for  a Conser- 
vation Fellowship.  They  will  be  at  Harvard  for  the  full  year.  The  successful 
candidates  are; 

Keith  Meyers,  Area  Conservationist,  Montana 
Charles  Cleary,  Soil  Conservationist,  State  Office,  Nevada 
Thomas  Day,  Soil  Scientist,  formerly  of  Alaska 
Arnold  Bolle,  Area  Conservationist,  Idaho 


”The  greater  the  obstacle,  the  more  the  glory  in  overcoming  it." 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


U.lDEfT.OrAaRiCUlTUaE 
NATIONAL  AGPJCULFijRAL  LI8RART 


Washington  25^  D.  C 
October  19,  195U 


To: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


iTom: 


D.A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


I have  transmitted  our  first  national  research  needs  report  to  Dr.  Byron  Shaw,  the 
Administrator  of  Agricultural  Research  Service.  This  report  is  a good  start 
toward  fulfilling  the  understanding  we  have  with  ARS  that  we  will  keep  that  agency 
officially  informed  of  the  problems  we  are  up  against  out  on  the  land  and  that 
seem  to  require  more  research.  The  ARS  leadership  is  fully  aware  of  the  great 
amount  of  hard  work  that  the  Service  has  put  into  this  report  and  will,  I am  sure, 
make  best  possible  use  of  it.  Incidentally,  we  transmitted  with  the  national 
report  the  State  reports  and  the  consolidated  reports. 

Looking  ahead  to  next  year's  reports,  I am  asking  our  people  to  study  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  State  Conservationists  at  the  recent  conference  here  and  let  me 
have  any  additional  suggestions  that  should  be  considered  before  we  issue  a new 
memorandum.  We  want  to  make  sure  that  all  technical  personnel  of  the  Service 
participate  systematically  in  analysis  and  reporting  procedure. 

Other  Developments: 

1.  Last  week  I enjoyed  meeting  with  the  Kentucky  Association  of  Soil  Conservation 
Districts  at  the  beautiful  Cumberland  Falls  State  Park.  I didn't  return  a Kentucky 
Cclonel,  but  I was  presented  with  a hickory  cane  in  a little  ceremony.  President 
August  Threlkeld's  Kentucky  Association  is  a strong  one  and  has  fine  working  rela- 
tions with  agencies  of  state  government.  Approximately  3?0  supervisors  and  guests 
attended  the  convention  banquet. 

2.  This  week  I speak  at  the  Indian  Creek  Watershed  Dedication  at  Beatrice,  Nebr., 
and  then  head  for  Galveston,  Texas,  to  meet  with  the  Directors  of  the  National 
Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts. 

3.  W,  R.  Tascher,  Extension  Soil  Conservationist,  recently  attended  the  meeting 
of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  Committee  for  the  Fourth  National  Land  Appreciation 
and  Land  Judging  Contest.  He  reports  that  it  will  be  held  at  the  new  fairgrounds 
in  01d.ahoma  City,  April  28-30,  1955.  A pasture  and  range  judging  section  will  be 
added  to  the  contest  in  1955.  Because  of  this  addition,  the  name  of  the  1955 
event  will  be  the  "National  Land,  Pasture  and  Range  Judging  School  and  Contest." 

While  this  event  drew  participation  from  23  States  and  11  foreign  countries,  with 
more  than  1,000  people  taking  part  in  195U,  the  principal  good  that  comes  from 
this  contest  is  the  motivation  of  local  land  appreciation  schools  and  land  judging. 
Tascher  estimates  that  more  than  100,000  people  took  part  in  such  schools  and 
contests  in  the  United  States  in  1953. 


All  Washington  and  Field  Offices 
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li.  A farewell  party  was  held  here  last  Thursday  for  Assistant  Secretary  J.  Earl 
Coke,  who  returns  next  month  to  Berkeley  to  resume  his  post  as  Director  of  the 
California  State  Agricultural  Extension  Service.  Mr,  Coke  will  continue  to  serve 
as  a Department  consultant  and  as  such  will  complete  the  report  of  the  field 
services  review  studyc  Mr,  Coke’s  successor,  announced  by  President  Eisenhower, 
is  E.  L,  Peterson  of  Salem,  Ore.,  that  state's  secretary  of  agriculture. 

5.  "Nevada  Conservation  Adventure"  is  the  title  of  an  eighth  grade  text  issued 
for  use  in  Nevada  schools  cooperatively  by  the  Nevada  State  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  and  the  Nevada  State  Fish  and  Game  Commission.  Our  state  conserva- 
tionist, George  Hardman,  was  a member  of  the  committee  that  prepared  the  text. 

6.  Dr,  Grover  F,  Brown,  head  agronomist  in  our  plant  technology  division,  has 
resigned  to  accept  an  appointment  as  head  of  the  agricultural  development  work 
for  the  Arabian-American  Oil  Company  in  Saudi  Arabia.  Grover  leaves  for  his 
post  October  20,  His  family  will  join  him  later. 

7.  Howard  Ream,  our  research  liaison  man  for  the  Midwest,  has  resigned  to  take 
an  FOA  assignment  in  the  Philippines. 

8.  N.  I.  BroTvn  has  been  named  assistant  state  conservationist  in  Tennessee.  His 
former  assignment,  state  soil  conservationist,  has  been  filled  by  Cal  L.  Roark, 
area  conservationist. 


9.  You  have  no  doubt  read  the  newspapers  about  the  visitation  of  Hazel,  the 
hurricane,  to  the  Capital  City,  Truly  it  was  a big  blow  but  no  reported  casual- 
ties in  Service  ranks. 


^ it 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERl^ATION  SERVICE 
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Washington  25 ^ D.  C. 
.November  19,  195U 


To: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


From:  D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  HECOODS 


An  Oregon  man,  E.  L,  Peterson  this  week  replaced  Earl  Coke  as  Assistant  Secretary. 

On  my  return  from  Florida  yesterday,  I had  opportunity  to  spend  two  hours  i^th 
Mr,  Peterson,  We  discussed  rather  f’olly  the  watershed  protection  program  and  our 
program  of  assistance  to  districts. 

The  new  Assistant  Secretary  was  a dairy  farmer  in  Oregon  before  he  became  state 
secretary  of  agriculture  there.  He  is  acquainted  with  our  operations  in  Oregon  and 
is  eager  to  understand  our  nationmde  operations  and  problem.s.  I am  looking  for- 
ward to  helping  him  develop  that  understanding  in  the  weeks  and  months  ahead. 

Developmai ts : 

1.  Dr.  A,  L.  Patrick  was  installed  as  president  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Society 
of  America  at  the  meeting  in  Jacksonville,  Fla,,  this  week.  Approximately  300 
delegates  from  chapters  throughout  the  country  registered.  I was  pleased  to  note 
among  the  delegates  numerous  representatives  of  state  agencies  and  departments  con- 
cerned with  soil  and  water  conservation,  as  well  as  federal  government  agencies 
other  than  agriculture,  Evan  Flory  of  the  Indian  Service,  Frank  C,  Edminster, 

Glenn  L.  Fuller  and  I were  named  Fellows  in  the  Society.  Dr.  Edward  H,  Graham  was 
named  vice  president  and  Dr.  Robert  M,  Salter  was  named  second  vice  president. 

Named  to  the  Council  were  Dr.  Firman  E,  Bear,  Chester  S,  Wilson  and  Elmer  R.  Sauer. 

2.  Had  a very  profitable  visit  with  West  Virginia  Soil  Conservation  District  Super- 
visors at  their  annual  conference  at  Jackson's  Mill.  More  than  300  attended  the 
sessions  at  the  lovely  state  park,  which  has  adequate  convention  facilities. 

Through  all  the  session  there  was  high  interest  in  the  problems  of  districts,  and 
the  leadership  of  the  association  was  very  much  on  the  ball. 

3.  Reports  of  Dykes,  Van  Dersal,  Norton,  RDgers  and  others  indicate  a lively  inter- 
est in  the  recently  completed  operations  management  sessions.  As  you  know,  each 
State  Conservationist  has  narred  either  an  assistant  or  deputy  to  follow  through  on 
the  operations  management  in  our  constant  striving  for  greater  efficiency. 

U.  Enjoyed  looking  over  a recent  edition  of  the  Iowa  Farm  and  Home  Register  section 
of  the  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Register-Tribune.  It  carried  several  stories  and  many 
pictures  reporting  the  results  of  the  195U  Iowa  Soil  Conservation  Award  Program 
sponsored  by  the  Register-Tribune  in  cooperation  with  agencies  and  organizations. 

In  the  program,  there  are  three  divisions:  owner-operated  fams,  landlord -tenant 

operated  farms,  and  new  cooperators  with  soil  conservation  districts.  The  sweep- 
stakes  winner  is  chosen  from  among  the  three. 


All  Washington  and  Field  Offices 
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5.  We  are  working  with  Mr,  McLeaish  of  Famere  Home  Administration  on  a Joint 
letter  to  employees  of  both  agencies  regarding  our  responsibilities  and  working 
relationshios  in  connection  with  the  soil  and  water  conservation  loan  program. 

It  should  be  out  in  a reasonable  time. 

6.  A committee  headed  by  Dr,  Van  Dersal  has  the  administrative  procedures  manual 
for  field  offices  about  half  completed.  It  will  be  distributed  through  state 
offices  to  all  area  and  work  units.  State  offices  then  will  supplement  the  instruc- 
tions. The  committee  aims  to  complete  the  Job  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
Preparation  of  the  manual  was  undertaken  at  the  suggestion  of  several  state  admin- 
istrative assistants and  agreement  of  other  states. 

7.  Several  staff  members  have  represented  the  Service  at  different  sessions  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Land  Grant  Colleges  this  week.  Dr.  Kellogg  and 
I attended  the  National  Joint  Soil  Survey  Policy  Committee  session  last  Saturday. 

8.  The  Wapeto  (Washington)  Soil  Conservation  District  supervisors  sent  us  a copy 
of  their  12-page  leaflet  entitled  ''Progress  Report  195U«"  The  well  printed  and 
illustrated  booklet  was  financed  by  two  local  farm  equipment  companies. 

9.  A Washington  paper  Sunday  printed  a long  story  on  the  front  page  concerning 
what  it  said  was  a committee  report  to  the  Commission  on  Intergovernmental  Rela- 
tions, The  task  force  committee  on  Federal  Aid  to  Agriculture,  the  paper  said, 
had  recommended,  among  other  things,  congressional  action  to  place  technical  aid 
to  soil  conservation  districts  on  a grant-in-aid  basis.  The  paper  also  said  that 
the  Committee  recommended  that  AGP  be  likevjise  shifted  to  State  administration  and 
control.  This  naturally  has  resulted  in  many  questions.  As  far  as  we  know,  the 
Commission  has  taken  no  action  on  the  report  and  neither  has  Department  of  Agri- 
culture taken  any  official  stand  regarding  recommendations. 

In  keeping  with  the  season,  I- 11  be  at  Turkey  Run,  Indiana,  next  week  for  the  state 
districts’  association  meeting.  And  a swell  Thanksgiving  to  all  of  you. 
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Glad  to  be  back  in  the  office  today  between  what  is  turning  out  to  be  a long  run 
of  speaking  assignments.  Now  I know  what  it  means  to  spend  a sleepless  night.  Got 
grounded  early  Wednesday  on  flight  between  Yakima,  Vlash.,  and  Nashville,  Term, 

Spent  from  l..a,m,  to  7 00  a.m,  at  the  foggy  Chicago  airport,  but  was  able  to  speak 
at  Nashville, 


The  supervisors*  meetings  at  Turkey  Run  Park,  Ind,,  Yakima  and  Nashville  all  were 
well  attended  and  of  an  enthusiastic  nature.  Saw  many  old  friends  at  the  Yakima 
meeting,  and  enjoyed  some  of  their  Delicious  apples.  At  Nashville,  was  impressed 
by  the  large  number  of  the  young  farmers  who  are  taking  the  leadership  among  the 
districts  in  Tennessee. 

My  schedule  from  December  6 shapes  up  this  way:  December  6 — Georgia  Supervisors 

at  Atlanta^  December  7 — National  Watershed  Congress  here;  December  8 — ^I-Testem  For- 
estry and  CorB  ervation  Association  Conference,  San  Francisco j December  13 — Land  and 
Water  Conference  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  annual  meeting,  New  York 
City,  I*m  still  resolving  to  get  my  Christmas  shopping  done  before  the  2li.th, 

Developments ; 

1,  Annual  inspection  of  state  offices  got  underway  this  week  xd.th  Lee  Gaston,  Jim 
Dykes  and  Bill  Allred  visiting  Wyoming  state  office  at  Casper  and  reviewing  the 
activities  with  B.  H.  Hopkins  and  his  staff. 

2.  We  have  been  informed  that  the  President’s  rules  and  regulations  regarding  the 
Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act  will  be  issued  shortly, 

3o  W,  W.  (Bill)  Page,  one-time  regional  soil  scientist  at  Lincoln,  Nebr,,  and  more 
recently  with  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  and  AIS,  has  been  named  assistant  chief 
of  the  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Branch  under  Dr.  Salter,  He  was  with  SCS  from 
1935  to  19U6.  In  addition  to  being  at  Lincoln,  he  was  headquartered  at  Indianapolis 
Rapid  City,  S,  Dak.,  and  Puerto  Rico, 

li.  We  have  received  inquiries  as  to  the  availability  of  prepared  talks  given  by 
‘Washington  Office  people  for  full  field  office  distribution  within  states.  In  the 
past,  the  usual  distribution  has  been  1 copy  each  to  all  State  Conservationists, 
plus  25  copies  to  the  State  Office  affected  and  50  copies  for  use  at  the  meeting 
involved.  Occasionally  a talk  is  given  full  field  distribution.  Because  of  appar- 
ent reasons,  we  cannot  'ondertake  to  provide  copies  of  all  talks  for  full  distribu- 
tion to  all  states.  However,  if  the  states  will  let  us  know,  we  will  be  glad  to 
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^x'ovide  automatically  enough  copies  of  any  sucn  talks  maae  in  those  stauee  desir- 
ing them, 

5.  Cynservaticn  faming,  among  other  things,  is  suffering  a penalty  of  prf.:>gress 
in  northern  Indiana,  Many  farms  are  being  dissected  by  the  right-of-way  for  the 
new  toll  road,  with  underpasses  giving  access  from  one  part  of  the  fam  to  the 
other  sometimes  several  miles  away,  Fam  planners  are  faced  with  a tough  job  of 
revising  fam  layouts  and  rotations,  with  the  isolated  segments  now  usable  only 

for  cash  crops  instead  of  pasture.  Eventual  sale  or  exchange  of  property  to  consol- 
idate fam  units  seems  to  be  the  answer. 

6,  V/e’ve  seen  a number  of  clippings  indicating  that  the  Alabama  Conf^ervation  Dis- 
tricts’ Week,  the  week  of  October  31,  was  widely  observed. 

?.  By  nsw  y-^uWe  probably  seen  Secretarial  Memorandum  1368,  ’’Activities  ef  Depart- 
ment Employees  With  Relation  To  General  and  Specialized  Organizations  of  Farmers.” 
As  presently  interpreted,  the  memo  will  not  affect  our  contractual  wsrking  arrange- 
ments with  soil  conservation  districts.  An  Administrator's  Memo  on  1368  that  we 
are  now  working  on  will  help  clarify  our  work  and  relations  in  connection  with  non- 
governmental types  of  associations. 


!?3  ^ 
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Christmas^  a joyful  Christian  festival,  has  always  been  marked  by  good  will 
and  expressions  of  charity,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  virtues. 

Looking  back  over  the  year,  I^m  sure  that  we^ve  all  profited  immensely  from 
the  virtue  of  charity  with  its  accompanying  patience.  As  the  year  ends,  the 
Service  is  carrying  on  its  nationwide  work  at  a high  level,  and  we  are  moving 
ahead  in  the  small  watershed  field. 

Some  of  you  are  on  different  assignments  than  you  were  a year  ago.  All  of 
you  have  been  most  faithful  during  the  year  and  your  patience  and  charity  for 
the  reconstituted  Service  have  been  exemplary.  ¥e  begin  the  new  year  with 
more  friends  and  greater  opportunities  than  ever. 

May  your  Christmas  be  a most  joyous  one,  and  may  you  in  1955  continue  to  enjoy 
the  many  graces  of  God  in  a free  America. 

Other  developments  as  the  Yuletide  approaches: 

1.  The  Nation's  first  Watershed  Congress  here  last  week  was  viewed  by  dele- 
gates as  an  all-around  success.  Indications  at  the  close  of  the  session  were 
that  the  Congress  would  be  a continuing  affair.  More  than  300  registered. 
Interest  was  widespread.  Many  diverse  segments  of  the  public  were  represented. 
Secretary  Benson  spoke  at  the  Congress  banquet  on  the  small-watershed  program. 
Copies  of  his  address  have  been  mailed  to  state  and  area  offices  for  routing. 
Army  Secretary  Stevens  and  Interior  Secretary  McKay  also  spoke  at  the  banquet 
session. 

2.  Wished  I could  have  stayed  longer  at  the  Georgia  Supervisors’  meeting  at 
Atlanta.  It  was  another  excellent  gathering,  with  high  interest  and  a large 
attendance . 

3.  It  was  considered  significant  that  soil  and  water  conservation  had  prominent 
considerations  at  the  Western  Forestry  Conference  at  San  Francisco.  For  the 
first  time  the  Conference  gave  a great  deal  of  thought  to  relation  of  soil  and 
water  to  timber  resource  management. 

k-  After  my  talk  at  San  Francisco,  I had  opportunity  to  visit  the  Walnut  Creek 
pilot  watershed  project  across  the  bay.  It  was  good  to  get  out  with  the  Soil 
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C on nervation  District  Directors  and  the  Flood  Control  District  officials  to 
see  the  grade  control  structures  and  revetments  being  installed  and  to 
informally  discuss  problems  of  mutual  interest. 

5.  You  may  expect  to  receive  an  Administrator's  Memo  "within  a week  or  10  days 
interpreting  Secretarial  Memo  1368  in  light  of  our  work  with  soil  conservation 
districts  and  relations  with  organizations  and  associations. 

6.  Contrary  to  a rumor.  President  Eisenhower  has  not  yet  signed  the  Executive 
Order  in  connection  trL th  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act  of 
195k • We  understand  that  the  order  now  is  being  reviewed  by  the  Attorney 
General’s  office  and  should  be  issued  soon, 

7.  A copy  of  my  talk  before  the  Land  and  Water  Use  Conference  of  the  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  Convention  in  New  York  City  is  enclosed. 

8.  You’ve  no  doubt  heard  by  now  of  the  President’s  order  closing  all  Federal 
offices  Friday,  December  2l|.,  the  day  before  Christmas,  and  one-half  day 
December  31^  the  day  before  New  Year’s, 

9.  In  man-bites-dog  ceremonies  at  Malvern,  Iowa,  representatives  of  the  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  World-Herald  Soil  Conservation  program  were  a bit  surprised  after  they 
awarded  the  Mills  County  Soil  Conservation  District  $100  in  cash.  District 
Chairman  D,  N,  McGrew  accepted  the  award  for  continuing  progress  in  conservation, 
and  then  presented  the  World-Herald  a large  painting  of  one  of  the  retardation 
dams  of  the  Mule  Creek  pilot  watershed  project  in  the  district. 

10.  We  have  received  a copy  of  “Soil  Ero>sion  Survey  of  Latin  America”  issued 
by  the  Conservation  Foundation  and  the  FAO  of  the  United  Nations.  The  booklet 
is  comprised  of  July,  September  and  November,  195U,  articles  in  the  Journal 

of  Soil  and  Water  Conservation. 

11.  The  December  issue  of  Land  Improvement,  published  at  Manhattan,  Kans., 
for  land  contractors,  reprinted  most  of  my  speech  at  the  Indian  Creek  Watershed 
Dedication  at  Beatrice,  Nebr, 


Administratively  Cif^nfideTatiwl 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTIENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


Washington  25,  D.  C. 


To: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


From: 


D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR?  1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


As  we  move  into  1955,  we  are  reminded  that  the  Service  this  year  observes  its 
twentieth  anniversary.  In  1935  the  7Uth  Congress  passed  the  National  Soil  Conser- 
vation Act,  which  we  refer  to  as  Public  Law  No.  ii.6.  This  step  opened  the  way  to 
the  development  and  growth  of  a sound  and  effective  soil  and  water  conservation 
program.  In  the  two  decades,  the  nation *s  farmers  and  ranchers  have  with  our  tech- 
nical assistance  applied  the  needed  combination  of  soil  and  water  conservation 
practices  to  more  than  one-third  of  the  country* s privately  owned  agricultural  land. 

All  of  us  can  take  pride  in  the  strides  that  have  been  made.  It  is  my  hope  that 
each  of  us  will  do  just  a little  more  this  anniversary  year.  Then  we  can  refer  to 
it  as  one  of  record  accomplishments  in  planning  and  application  as  well  as  the  year 
in  which  the  widespread  watershed  protection  work  gets  under  way. 

Other  developments : , 

1.  We  didn’t  have  a White  Christmas  here  in  Washington,  but  I got  a taste  of 
blizzard-like  weather  in  Massachusetts  the  forepart  of  that  week,  I enjoyed  the 
good  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  supervisors  at  Worcester  that  was  well  attended 
in  spite  of  the  cold  and  snow. 

2.  Last  week  I attended  a joint  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Association  of  Dis- 
tricts and  the  Empire  Chapter  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America  at 
Syracuse.  The  sessions  were  lively  and  constructive. 

3.  Our  first  wind  erosion  report  based  on  December  1 conditions  has  been  officially 
released.  Attention  of  many  was  called  to  it  because  some  of  the  facts  in  it  got 

in  the  hands  of  the  press  prematurely.  The  Secretary’s  office  has  authorized  us  to 
issue  monthly  condition  summaries  based  on  field  reports.  These  will  be  made  avail- 
able to  the  press  and  our  state  offices  in  the  area  affected. 

h.  Our  participation  in  the  195U  Boy  Scout  Conservation  Good  Turn  program  greatly 
exceeded  my  expectations.  Reports  from  practically  all  states  and  territories 
showed  that  nearly  2,100  of  our  technicians  and  specialists  were  actively  engaged 
in  one  or  more  phases  of  scout  work  during  the  year.  It  is  very  commendable  indeed 
that  so  many  of  our  people  volunteer  their  own  time  to  help  with  the  Scout  movement. 

Many  district  supervisors,  commissioners,  and  directors  have  been  active  in 
assisting  with  the  Scout  program.  Many  council  camp  areas  are  now  under  conserva- 
tion plan.  At  least  100  of  the  5UG-odd  council  areas  now  have  been  planned  for 
soil  arid  water  coiiservation . 
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Material  in  the  state  reports^  newspaper  clippings,  photographs  and  other  items 
have  been  sent  to  Scout  officials  in  New  York  where  a 195U  progress  report  is  being 
prepared  for  distribution  during  Scout  week  in  March  of  this  year. 

5.  The  Service  representatives  at  the  Littauer  School  of  Public  Administration  at 
Harvard,  Chet  Cleary,  Tom  Day,  Keith  Meyers  and  Arnold  Nolle,  spent  a few  days  in 
the  Washington  Office  over  the  holidays.  This  gave  them  a chance  to  test  out  some 
of  their  work  there  xd.th  recent  developments  in  the  Service  and  to  make  use  of  the 
facilities  of  the  Service  with  papers  they  are  developing. 

6.  Two  new  Leaflets  came  off  the  press  last  week.  Corrugation  Irrigation  is 
another  in  our  series  of  Leaflets  on  irrigation  methods.  William  R.  Stanley, 
engineering  specialist  at  Baker,  Oregon,  is  the  author.  Verne  E,  Davison,  biology 
specialist  at  Auburn,  Alabama,  is  the  author  of  Lespedezas  for  Quail  and  Good  Land 
Use . Notification  copies  of  both  of  these  are  being  sent  to  all  SCS  offices. 

7.  Several  folks  in  the  office  now  are  preparing  material  for  the  Budget  hearings 
scheduled  for  February.  President  Eisenhower  will  deliver  his  budget  message  to 
Congress  January  1?. 

8.  State  inspections  are  progressing  smoothly,  and  I am  pleased  with  the  findings 
in  the  reports  made  thus  far. 

9.  State  Conservationist  Marv  Schweers  of  Wisconsin  quoted  the  following  from  Work 
Unit  Conservationist  Harold  Ryan  in  his  monthly  reports  "I  laid  out  37  acres  of 
contour  strips  on  the  Louis  Sticka  farm,  Kewaunee  County  Soil  Conservation  District. 
He  told  me  that  when  he  went  on  his  honeymoon  15  years  ago  he  drove  through  the 
Coon  Valley  area  (heavily  strip  cropped)  and  then  made  up  his  mind  if  he  ever  owned 
a farm  having  sloping  land  he  would  install  conservation  practices.  I wish  that 
more  of  the  Kewaunee  newlyweds  would  travel  to  the  same  locality. ” 

10.  It  appears  likely  that  the  Department  policies  on  Public  Law  566  will  bo 
issued  in  a very  few  days. 

11.  Harold  J,  Swan  of  our  Information  Division  died  of  heart  disease  Saturday 
afternoon  on  a Washington  golf  course  while  playing  with  Service  companions.  Harold 
had  been  with  the  Service  since  I9UO  and  came  to  Washington  from  the  Lincoln 
regional  office  in  July  1953 • He  transferred  to  us  from  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service 
which  he  joined  in  1935*  A University  of  Wisconsin  journalism  graduate  and  a World 
War  I veteran,  Harold  was  news  editor  of  the  Missoula,  Mont,,  Missoulian  before 
going  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

12.  Enid  C.  Green,  who  has  been  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  since  19i|l^ 
transferred  to  the  Service  this  week  as  my  secretary.  Miss  Green,  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  has  been  in  the  Secretary’s  office  since  19U5.  She  replaces  Emma  Andreen, 
who  moved  back  to  Denver,  Colo.,  a few  months  ago  to  recuperate  from  illness,  Emma 
has  recovered  sufficiently  so  that  she  will  join  the  Colorado  State  office  staff 


next  week 
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The  Washington  area  has  its  spring  clothes  on  now — and  it’s  beautiful!  The  white 
and  pink  dogvjood,  all  colors'- of  azalea,  spirea,  viburnum,  lilac,  tulip,  and  vari- 
ous other  flowers  and  flowering  shrubs  help  to  make  this  a pleasant  time  of  year. 


1.  Well,  there  are  other  developments,  too,  to  make  this  spring  of  1955  a pleasant 
one!  The  Congress  has  seen  fit  to  provide  substantial  recognition  to  conservation 
efforts  through  increased  appropriations  for  next  fiscal  year.  Last  year  Congress 
appropriated  $7U,U53^8?1  for  all  the  SCS  items  (conservation  operations,  watershed 
protection,  flood  prevention,  and  Case-Wheeler  projects).  For  next  fiscal  year 
the  Department  recommended  a total  of  §75^396,200  for  these  itemsj  the  House  pro- 
vided for  §80,612,579  in  its  bill,  and  the  Senate  has  provided  for  §82,000,000. 

Now  the  conferees  of  the  House  and  Senate  must  reach  agreement  on  the  differences 
in  their  bills. 


The  items  which  are  fim  and  already  in  agreement  in  both  Senate  and  House  are 
§12  million  for  watershed  protection  (up  §U, 790,000  from  this  fiscal  year)  and 
§10,000,000  for  flood  prevention  (up  §80l|.,708  from  this  year).  To  be  settled  by 
conferees  is  an  item  for  conservation  operations  (Public  I4.6)  of  $1,387^421  increase 
by  the  Senate  over  House  action. 

In  providing  this  increase  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  said,  "The  addi- 
tional increase  recommended  by  the  committee  is  to  maintain  and  ip^rove  the  tech- 
nical assistance  provided  to  farmers,  as  well  as  to  increase  the  work  on  soil 
surveys,  which  are  the  basis  of  sound  conservation  planning.  The  primary  purpose 

of  the  committee  is  to  make  sure  that  the  effectiveness  of  technical  assistance 

♦ 

is  not  reduced  or  impaired  in  any  respect,  but  is  expanded  to  the  fullest  extent 
viithin  the  funds  available." 

I want  to  assure  our  field  people  that  the  funds  available  from  these  increases 
will  be  almost  exclusively  available  to  bolster  work  in  the  districts.  There  mil 
be  practically  no  increases  in  Washington  and  State  offices®  There  are  a few  spots 
where  slight  adjustments  will  provide  for  more  effective  results.  Also,  vjithin 
funds  available  we  must  continue  to  make  such  adjustments  in  our  operations  as  will 
provide  more  efficient  operations. 

2.  Policy  Committee  of  five  State  Censervationists  spent  all  last  week  here 
reviewing  a number  of  policy  matters . Chief  among  these  were  improvements  in  the 
formula  for  fund  distribution  te  the  states  and  factoid  for  equalizing  and  stabi- 
lizing the  work  load  for  area  and  work  unit  offices.  I am  happy  with  the  progress 
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made.  Further,  information  will  be  available  to  the  State  and  Territorial  Conserva- 
tionists on  these  items  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

3.  Monthly  reports  from  State  Conservationists  indicate  some  real  progress  on 
basic  conservation  plans,  I am  happy,  too, 'at  the  attention  being  given  to  and 
progress  made  on  achieving  a better  balance  in  our  program  and  technical  opera- 
tions. Of  course,  that  always  needs  attention  from  all  of  us. 

• 

Ut  Coming  up  the  week  of  May  ^ are  two  important  conservation  meetings  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn*,,  and  Memphis,  Term.  While  the  central  purpose  involves  the  AGP  for  1956, 
the  programs  will  encompass  matters  of  interest  in  the  whole  conservation  field. 
Attending  will  be  chairmen  of  State  ASC  Committees,  Extension  Directors,  State 
Conservationists,  and  Forest  Service  representatives.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson, 
Fred  Ritchie  of  ACPS,  Chief  McArdle  of  Forest  Service,  Administrator  Ferguson  of  ^ 
Extension,  Larry  Manwaring  of  Commodity  Stabilization  Service,  and  I will  partici;:;, 
pate/  Iirproved  programs,  more  efficient  operations,  and  greater  teamwork  vjill  be 
objectives  sought. 

5.  The  week  of  May  15  will  find  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  and  me  seeing  some 
good  conservation  work  (we  hope!)  in  districts  and  watersheds  in  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Colorado,  and  Oklahoma. 


6.  Secretaiy  Benson  has  appointed  a committee  within  the  Department  to  carry  out 
a program  of  action  for  the  long-range  solution  of  wind  erosion  problems  in  the 
Great  Plains.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  and  K.  L.  Scott,  Director,  Agricultural' 
Credit  Services,  jointly  head  the.  Department  Committee.  The  following  agencies 
have  representation  on  the  committee;  ACPS,  ARS,  FES,  SCS,  CSS,  FCIC,  FHA,  REA, 

FCS,  and  FCA.  E.  A.  Norton  is  the  Service  representative  and  will  be  calling  on 
State  offices  in  the  Great  Plains  for  help. 

7.  Nothing  very  tangible  is  known  about  the  conclusions,  if  any,  of  the  Commission 
on  Intergovernmental  Relations.  Reports  here  persist  that  the  Task  Force  report 
has  been  rejected  but  that  a final  position  has  not  been  taken.  We  are,  however, 
very  optimistic  about  the  ultimate  action.  (Fred  Bailey’s  column  in  the  May  issue 
of  Better  Farming  says,  ’’Proposal,  aired  by  Commission  on  Intergovernmental  Rela- 
tions, to  turn  the  SCS  over  to  - states  is  as  good  as  dead.  Congress  will  bury  it 
if  it  ever  gets  that  far.”)  I see  no  reason  for  not  going  full  steam  ahead  with 
confidence  in  the  future. 

8.  Foremost  on  my  schedule  this  week  is  a bit  of  rest  from  the  pressures  of  the 
office,  some  attention  to  my  backyard,  , and  renewing  some  acquaintances — with  the 
family,  that  isil 
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Now  for  a few  days  in  the  office  following  my  week  in  the  field  with  Assistant 
Secretary  Peterson  and  my  attendance  at  the  Midwest  Flood  Control  and  Water 
Resources  Conference  in  Topeka,  Kansas.  Next  week  I am  spending  a couple  days 
in  Ohio  with  Tom  Kennard  and  his  area  and  work  unit  folks. 

The  trip  with  Mr.  Peterson  was  everything  we  hoped  for  and  more.  It  was  a grand 
experience  to  visit  with  our  personnel  in  cartographic,  state  offices,  area,  work 
unit,  and  flood  prevention  locations.  It  was  also  grand  to  visit  infomally  with 
a good  many  SCD  supervisors  and  others.  V/e  not  only  saw  good  work  on  the  land 
in  SCDs  and  watersheds  but  we  also  found  an  enthusiasm  for  the  job  that  ivas  most 
pleasing.  (To  all  >jho  helped  with  this  trip  to  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Kansas  and 
Oklahoma,  Mr*  Peterson  and  I extend  our  sincere  thanks.) 

On  numerous  occasions  Mr.  Peterson  commented  on  the  high  caliber  of  our  people 
and  SCD  supervisors,  and  on  the  fundamental  importance  of  the  "conservation  con- 
cept," based  on  sound  soil  surveys  and  land  use  capabilities,  as  a proper  founda- 
tion for  agricultural  programs.  He  was  also  enthusiastic  about  the  progress  on 
the  watershed  phase  of  the  program. 

Other  Developments; 

1.  Final  passage  by  Congress  of  the  Appropriation  Act  for  FY  1956  means  that  we 
can  make  allocations  of  funds  very  soon  for  next  fiscal  year.  In  our  conserva- 
tion operations  we  will  be  able  to  provide  for  assistance  to  SCDs  to  be  organized 
in  FY  1956,  step  up  our  soil  survey  efforts  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains,  and 
plug  a few  holes  in  spots  of  critical  need.  Funds  v/ill  be  distributed  taking 
into  account  adjustments  in  the  formula  recomraended  by  the  Policy  Committee  last 
month.  We  can  also  add  about  eight  more  work  plan  parties  to  service  PL  566  and 
more  adequately  meet  the  needs  of  at  least  some  of  the  11  authorized  flood  pre- 
vention projects. 

2.  The  following  table  gives  comparison  between  fiscal  years; 

Item  Appropriation  Available  Budget  Appropriation 

1955  (Adjusted)  1955  (Adjusted)  2-956  _ 2-.?56 

Conservation 

Operations...  (f57, 568,579  §57,568,579  §55,696,200  §59,300,000 


12,000,000 


Watershed 
Protection. . . 


7,210,000 


7,892,718 


11,000,000 
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Item 

Appropriation 
1955  (Adjusted) 

Available 
1955  (Adjusted) 

Budget 

1956 

Apnropriation 

1956 

Flood  Preven- 
tion   

G8, 717, 792 

$10,397,223 

S8, 700, 000 

$10,000,000 

Water  Cons.  & 
Utilization 
Projects 

U8o,ooo 

8oU,933 

- a/ 

- a/ 

Total 

73,976,371 

76,863,U75 

75,396,200 

81,300,000 

a/  Unobligated  balances  from  prior  years  sufficient  to  cany  on  19^6  operations. 


3,  The  Congress  has  provided  for  the  continuation  of  our  working  relations  with 
ASC  Committees  by  extending  the  5 percent  fund  transfer  arrangement  as  it  has 
operated  in  recent  years.  This  means  that  we  must  continue  to  provide  quality 
servicing  for  enduring  conservation  work, 

U.  Another  action  affecting  the  ACProgram  came  this  week  when  the  President 
signed  the  bill  which  repealed  the  provision  that  farmers  must  meet  acreage  allot- 
ments to  be  eligible  to  participate  in  conservation  cost  sharing.  There  is  no 
longer  any  tie-up  between  conservation  cost  sharing  and  acreage  allotments. 

5.  VJe  have  heard  of  radio  reports  indicating  that  final  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  Cominission  on  Intergovernmental  Relations  concerning  the  proposal  on  a grant- 
in-aid  basis  for  SCS  conservation  operations.  Indications  are  that  the  Commission 
substantially  rejected  the  Task  Force  report,  and  made  a substitute  report  which 
endorses  3CD  and  SCS  activities  and  would — if  State  Legislatures,  Governors,  and 
the  Congress  approved — permit  states  to  request  authority  to  operate  the  program 
on  a grant-in-aid  basis  under  standards  to  be  established  by  SCS.  It  was  also 
reported  that  about  half  the  Commission  membership  objected  to  any  reference  to 
grant-in-aid  and  filed  one  or  more  dissenting  statements.  Official  word  will  be 
forthcoming  sometime  in  June  when  the  Commission  issues  its  report. 

6.  There  is  a great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Great  Plains  states  in  next  week’s 
long-range  program  discussions  of  Secretary  Benson  and  the  Governors  in  Denver,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  Department  and  the  states  want  to  make  some  real  progress  in 
further  adapting  agricultural  programs  to  the  needs  of  the  wind  erosion  areas  in 
particular.  I feel  confident  that  the  objectives  the  Service  has  worked  for  so 
many  years  VTill  be  furthered  by  this  conference,  ¥e  will  be  well  represented  at 
the  meeting. 

7.  Most  of  my  "help”  have  been  on  a busy  travel  schedule,  too,  in  recent  weeks 
attending  to  program  inspections,  special  meetings  of  various  kinds,  and  contribut- 
ing to  training  activities.  I am  pleased  at  the  apparent  good  results  coming  from 
systematic  reviews  of  our  work.  Better  understanding,  improved  quality  of  work, 
more  efficient  operations,  and  improved  working  relations  are  the  things  that  are 
most  encouraging. 

8.  The  watershed  approach  to  soil  and  water  problems  seems  to  be  resulting — in  all 
sections  of  the  country — in  greater  participation  by  farmers  and  ranchers  in 


coiitJtirvabirm  treatment  of  their  lands.  This  probably  results  from  community 
leadership,  group  action,  local  public  opinion^  focusing  of  AGP  funds  on  important 
work,  recognizing  water  as  well  as  soil  problems,  and  good  educational  and  tech- 
nical help  in  doing  the  job,  Many,  many  SCDs  are  emplojring  the  watershed  concept 
even  though  special  projects  such  as  "pilot”  or  Hope-Aiken  watersheds  are  not  in 
effect  or  may  not  be. 

9.  The  Fourth  National  Land,  Pasture  and  flange  Judging  Contest  at  Oklahoma  City 

April  28-30  attracted  nearly  1,000  participants  from  2?  States  and  11  other 
countries,  Placings  in  the  U-H  Club  Division  of  the  National  Land  Judging  Contest 
were:  First,  Iliami  County,  Ind.;  Second,  Harper  County,  Okla,,  and  Third,  Cloud 

County,  Kans.  Chapter  placings  in  the  FFA  Division  were:  First,  Coyle,  Okla.; 

Second,  Bertha,  Minn*,  and  Third,  Antlers,  Okla, 

In  the  First  National  Pasture  and  Range  Judging  Contest,  Oklahoma  teams  made  a 
clean  sweep. 

10,  Special  soil  conservation  editions  of  the  Perry  Oklahoma  Daily  Journal,  the 
Clark  County  Missouri  Courier,  the  Fredericksburg,  Texas,  Post  and  the  Pladio  Post 
of  Fredericksburg,  Texas,  have  been  received. 


I know  you  are  busy,  so  I’ll  close  now  and  write  again  in  a couple  weeks. 
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Following  up  the  Great  Plains  Agricultural  Conference  held  in  Denver,  May  31- 
June  2,  in  which  our  Great  Plains  State  Conservationists  took  an  active  part, 
several  important  steps  have  been  taken  to  move  farther  along  with  a long-range 
program  that  will  stabilize  agriculture  and  reduce  the  physical  and  economic 
effects  of  recurring  droughts  in  that  region. 

Soil  conservation  districts  in  the  Great  Plains,  as  well  as  the  NASCD  itself,  have 
been  asked  to  review  and  comment  by  July  11  on  the  proposals  developed  by  USDA 
and  state  people  at  Denver.  Copies  of  the  report  have  also  gone  to  many  other 
groups  and  organizations  throughout  the  country. 

Since  the  conference  agreed  that  rapid  completion  of  a soil  survey  was  fundamental 
to  the  entire  program,  the  Semrice  has  agreed  to  increase  soil  survey  manpower 
in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  immediately,  with  a goal  of  completing  field  mapping 
in  the  more  critical  areas  by  June  30,  1959.  I have  called  a meeting  in  Amarillo, 
July  6-8,  in  which  SCS  and  state  e^cperiment  station  people  will  work  cut  details 
of  this  accelerated  survey  program. 

Here  in  Washington,  agency  representatives  have  been  meeting  almost  daily  on  this 
subject.  They  are  studying  and  developing  possible  modifications  in  USDA  programs 
that  may  be  instrumental  in  obtaining  the  land  use  shifts  necessary  for  a more 
stable  agriculture  in  the  Great  Plains, 

Other  Developments ; 

1,  From  June  23  through  July  2 I will  visit  our  personnel  in  Alaska.  This  will 
be  the  first  time  an  SCS  Adminstrator  has  been  to  Alaska  since  the  Territorial 
office  was  opened  several  years  ago. 

2.  I enjoyed  my  three-day  visit  with  Tom  Kennard  and  his  area  and  work  unit  men 
at  the  Ohio  State  FFA  camp  at  Leesville  lake,  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Field  Day 
in  Harrison  County.  The  conference  program  was  well  prepared,  everyone  partici- 
pated, and  it  was  effectively  summarized.  VJhile  in  Harrison  County  the  chairman 
of  the  soil  conservation  district  took  me  up  in  a chartered  plane  to  view  the 
strip  mine  operations  in  that  area  and  to  discuss  the  district’s  problems  related 
to  the  operation.  Up-side-down  land  with  sulphur  and  slate  doesn’t  produc©  — 
period.’ 
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3.  Tom  Kennai*d  was  more  than  an  interested  witness  when  I caught  what  appeared  to 
be  one  of  the  only  two  fish  in  Leesville  Lake.  Tom  landed  him.  And  I’m  leaving 
it  to  Tom  to  boast  about  the  size  of  Ohio’s  lake  fishes. 

4.  V/as  sorry  I had  to  cancel  my  meeting  with  the  South  Alabama  Chapter  of  the 
Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America  last  week,  but  I was  suddenly  called  to 
testify  before  the  Poage  Credit  and  Conservation  SubcomnD-ttee  of  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  in  connection  with  proposed  legislative  changes  of  Public 
Law  566. 

5.  Congratulations  and  thanks  to  all  of  you!  Buck  Rogers  tells  me  that  appli- 
cation of  practices  by  district  cooperators  in  the  calendar  year  1954  showed  a 
weighted  average  increase  of  4,5  percent  over  1953. 

6.  V/ashington  and  other  newspapers  recently  carried  a syndicated  story  which  said 
the  Water  and  Power  Resoiirces  task  force  of  the  Hoover  Commission  would  recommend 
in  its  report  that  SCS  flood  control  activities  be  turned  over  to  the  krmy 
Engineers.  We  will  not  know  until  the  report  is  issued  whether  such  a recommenda- 
tion will  be  made,  and  whether  the  Commission  will  concur.  Before  the  Commission 
recommendation  would  have  any  effect.  Congress  would  have  to  pass  new  legislation. 
Prior  to  any  action  by  the  executive  branch,  affected  departments  of  government 
will  be  given  opportunity  to  comment.  Deputy  Gladwin  Young  is  chairman  of  the 
Agriculture  Department’s  committee  that  will  review  the  Water  and  Power  Resources 
Report. 

7.  State  Conservationist  H.  N,  Smith  of  Texas  was  with  us  here  last  week  concern- 
ing a proposed  watershed  protection  and  flood  prevention  work  plan  under  Public 
Law  566.  Red  and  I had  opportunity  to  explain  and  discuss  it  with  Assistant 
Secretary  Peterson,  who  felt  that  the  proposal  was  reasonable.  Before  he  left. 

Red  said  he  felt  quite  heartened  with  the  way  the  work  plan  was  shaping  up  and 
the  cost-sharing  was  working  out. 

8.  Ken  Chalmers  reports  from  Denver  that  the  Colorado  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  planning  to  use  the  ’’trademark”  we  sent  out  recently  on  its  postage 
meter.  We’re  interested  to  know  what  other  uses  are  being  made  of  it. 

9.  Assistant  Administrator  Charlie  Kellogg  and  State  Conservationist  Ralph 
Sasser  represented  the  Service  at  the  recent  Rural  Development  Program  meeting  of 
the  Department  with  deans  and  directors  of  28  states  at  Memphis. 

10.  Governor  Leo  A.  Hoegh  of  Iowa  proclaimed  the  week  of  June  12-19  as  Soil 
Conservation  Week  in  Iowa.  Prank  Mendell  wonders  if  Iowa  doesn’t  hold  the  record 
for  the  longest  consecutive  period  of  declaring  a soil  conservation  week.  Iowa’s 
first  such  proclaimed  week  was  in  1938, 

11.  A few  issues  back  we  passed  on  Territorial  Conservationist  Sargent’s  infor- 
mation that  in  the  Puerto  Rico  district  supervisors’  election  an  average  of  1,002 
votes  was  cast  per  district.  Now  Heinie  Christ  sends  news  from  Hawaii  that  in  a 
recent  referendum  there  more  than  5,000  votes,  all  favorable,  were  cast  for  the 
organization  of  the  Mauna  Kea  Soil  Conservation  District. 

12.  We  have  received  special  soil  conservation  editions  of  the  Perry  Daily 
Journal,  Perry,  Okla. , and  The  Arlington  Citizen,  Arlington,  Texas. 
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13-  We  welcomed  Glenn  Rule  back  to  work  this  week.  Glenn’s  recovered  now  from 
that  long  siege  that  involved  a bacterial  infection  of  one  of  the  heart  valves. 
Anti-bio tics  finally  brought  the  case  under  control, 

14.  We’ve  received  word  that  in  the  Sullivan  County,  Indiana,  SCD,  a farm 
family  has  contributed  a 4-H  award  to  the  county  and  specified  that  it  be  known 
as  the  ’’Arganbright  Award"  in  recognition  of  Work  Unit  Conservationist  William 
Arganbright’s  contribution  to  the  betterment  of  agriculture  in  the  county. 

15.  State  Conservationists  have  selected  the  following  Policy  Committee  for  the 
1956  fiscal  year: 

Northeast : V/illiam  B.  Oliver,  Maine;  Alternate,  Ivan  McKeever,  Pa. 

Southeast I Charles  B.  Anders,  Miss,;  Alternate,  Olin  C.  Medlock,  Ala. 

Cornbelt i Prank  H.  Mendell,  Iowa;  Alternate,  Charles  E.  Swain,  Ind. 

Western:  Paul  C.  McGrew,  V/ashington;  Alternate,  Josiah  A,  Libby,  Utah. 

Great _ Pla ins : Harvey  G.  Bobst,  Nebr. ; Alternate,  Ray  Walker,  Okla. 

16.  Arkansas  has  joined  the  roll  of  states  whose  land  is  all  in  soil  conservation 
districts.  The  Little  Rock  Gazette  paid  tribute  to  the  farmers  of  Eastern 
Mississippi  county  on  the  occasion  of  their  receiving  their  district  charter. 

17.  The  Senate  Post  Office  and  Civil  Service  Committee  has  reported  favorably 

on  enactment  of  S IO4I  with  amendments.  The  bill  would  give  credit  for  retirement 
purposes  for  time  federal  employees  served  in  certain  federal-state  cooperative 
programs.  The  amendments  which  the  report  proposes  deal  particularly  with 
retired  employees  who  would  qualify  if  presently  employed.  The  committee  report 
carried  adverse  reports  on  the  bill  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  and  the 
Bureau  of  the  Budget, 

18.  You  can  tell  your  kids  that  the  honest-to-goodness  Davy  Crockett  is  associ- 
ated with  soil  conservation.  The  Davy  Crockett-Trinity  Soil  Conservation 
District  is  in  East  Texas, 

19-  Flash — The  annual  meeting  of  State  and  Territorial  Conservationists  the  week 
of  September  19-23  will  be  held  NOT  in  Washington  but  in  Lincoln,  Nebr,  Head- 
quarters will  be  at  the  Cornhusker  Hotel.  Glenn  Rule  is  chairman  of  arrangements. 


Conservation  of  soil  and  water  doesn’t  just  happen]  Its’  planned  in  a systematic 
manner  by  farmers  and  ranchers  with  the  use  of  soil  and  water  facts  and  the  help 
of  conservationists  who  know  their  stuff;  it’s  applied  by  those  farmers  and 
ranchers  because  they  know  what  they  want,  how  to  do  it,  and  have  the  leadership 
of  aggressive  district  governing  bodies;  and,  it’s  maintained  because  it  pavsi 
Because  systematic  planning  results  in  basic  conservation  plans,  it  is  always 
Service  policy  to  work  toward  that  objective.  Because  on-site  technical  help 
is  essential  to  getting  conservation  accomplished  we  will  fight  when  necessary 
to  preserve  its  integrity. 
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Out  in  Gouth  Dakota  we  used  to  say,  "It's  95^  in  the  shade  and 
there’s  no  shade.  During  the  strike  here,  we’ve  had  to  amend  the 
old  expression  to  "it’s  95®  in  the  shade  and  there’s  no  street  car." 
It’s  been  amazing  to  me  the  way  V/ashingtonians  have  been  able  to  go 
about  their  business  in  the  face  of  no  street  cars  nor  busses.  It 
has  caused  no  interruptions  in  our  opera.tions  here,  and  the  first 
morning  of  the  strike  many  folks  actually  were  early  to  work.  They 
had  anticipated  that  traffic  conditions  would  result  in  tieups, 
which  didn’t  occur. 

Other  Developments: 

1.  Had  a fine  trip  to  Arizona  and  Texas  last  week.  The  summer 
meeting  of  the  Arizona  Gtate  Association  of  Districts  was  very  well 
attended.  Supervisors  met  jointly  with  the  Arizona  Section  of  the 
Range  Management  Society.  Since  the  Arizona  law  was  changed  to 
permit  range  lands  to  be  included  in  districts,  more  than  14,000,000 
acres  of  range  have  been  added  to  SCO’s  there,  and  there’s  strong 
interest,  statewide,  for  much  expansion  of  districts  to  include  all 
the  range. 

2.  At  Temple,  Tex.,  I participated  in  the  State  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce  festivities  honoring  the  state’s  outstanding  young  farmer 
for  1955,  Clinton  Harbers . It  was  Harbers’  outstanding  work  in 
cooperation  with  the  Bas trop-Fayette  Soil  Conservation  District 
that  brought  him  state  and  national  recognition.  He  was  one  of 
four  Outstanding  Young  Farmers  of  America  for  1955  similarly 
honored  by  the  U.  3.  Junior  Cham.ber  cf  Commerce.  I had  the  honor 
of  formally  presenting  the  state  chamber  award  to  Harbers. 

3.  And  I came  away  from  Texas  myself  this  time  with  something 
added.  I am  nov/  officially  a "Texan,  Second  Class."  The  "honor," 
as  Texans  term  it,  v;as  bestowed  on  me  by  the  Texas  State’s  Attorney 
General,  John  Ben  Sheppard,  I still  have  to  attain  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  first  class,  which  I understand  includes  some  measure 
of  pride  in  Texas  and  the  inspiration  to  boast  thereof. 

4.  Representatives  of  the  Engineering  and  Watershed  Planning  units 
met  here  last  week  with  members  of  the  vVashington  staff  to  speed  up 
the  processes  of  developing  watershed  work  plans  under  Public  Law 
566.  We  hope  to  have  25  watershed  work  plans  completed  and  ready, 
for  consideration  by  the  Congress  when  it  convenes  in  January  1956, 
and  to  complete  45  additional  watershed  work  plans  during  the 
current  fiscal  year. 
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5.  Kal  Jenkins , formerly  information  chief  at  Upper  Darby,  has 
rejoined  the  Jervice  here  as  a publications  writer  in  the  Information 
Division.  For  the  last  year  he  has  been  with  AR3 , 

6.  Zi.gr i cultural  leaders,  from  3tate  agencies  and  the  U.  J» 

Department  of  Agriculture,  expect  to  launch  specific  action  phases 
of  a long-range  program  for  the  Great  Plains  in  the  course  of  their 
meeting  Ziugust  24  at  Laramie,  V/yoming,  Meeting  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Great  Plains  /agricultural  Council,  the  representatives  of 
land  grant  colleges  and  federal  agricultural  agencies  will  review 
and  refine  proposals  developed  during  the  meeting  in  Denver,  May  31- 
June  2.  Assistant  Secretary  Srvin  L,  Peterson  and  Kenneth  L.  Scott, 
Director  of  Credit  Services,  will  report  to  the  States  moves  USDA 
has  made  to  implement  the  long  range  program.  USDA's  Farmers  Home 
A-dministr aticn , for  example,  has  already  launched  a nev/  credit 
program  especially  geared  to  needs  of  the  Great  Plains.  And  since 
the  i^marillo  meeting  the  Service  has  acted  to  step  up  its  rate  of 
progress  in  gathering  of  basic  soil  data  needed  as  a foundation  for 
adjustment  of  agricultural  programs  in  the  region.  The  Service  will 
be  represented  by  J.  C.  Dykes  and  T.  L.  Gaston  and  state  conser- 
vationists of  the  area, 

7.  I*m  very  pleased  and  grateful  to  note  that  in  a number  of  states 
the  rate  of  basic  farm  planning  is  increasing  appreciably  over  last 
year’s.  And  I want  to  thank  all  of  you  v/ho  are  giving  attention 

to  this  foundation  to  our  v/ork  with  farmers,  I would  like  to  see 
every  work  unit  make  substantial  progress  this  year,  and  want  to 
commend  those  who  are  well  on  the  way  to  setting  records  in  1555. 

8.  Guess  all  of  you  have  received  your  retroactive  pay  checks  by 
now.  I’m  glad  for  the  pay  raise  which  applied  to  all  Service 
employees  (except  me) . 

3.  Had  a nice  note  recently  from  Bill  Ztllred  of  our  Washington 
farm  and  ranch  planning  staff,  who’s  on  a 3-month  FOA  detail  in 
Teheran,  Iran.  He’s  teaching  a group  of  Near  East  students  a course 
in  range  conservation.  Bill  Stanley  and  Verne  Baker  of  Oregon  have 
just  returned  to  their  headquarters  after  a 2-month  stint  in 
Thailand.  They  were  assigned  to  assist  with  technical  problems 
associated  with  water  conservation  work. 

10,  The  special  soil  conservation  edition  of  the  Harlan,  Iowa 
Tribune  I received  a few  days  ago  has  something  that  had  not  come 
to  my  attention  before  in  the  way  of  advertisements.  A commercial 
aerial  photographer  made  about  30  oblique  shots  of  different 
conservation  scenes  in  the  Shelby  Soil  Conservation  District.  The 
paper  used  them  to  illustrate  more  than  25  large  local  advertisements 
paying  tribute  to  the  district  and  its  cooperators. 

11.  From  latest  reports  Congress  will  be  adjourning  fore  part  of 
August . 

Next  weekend  I join  Jim  Sargent  and  staff  and  the  Puerto  Rico 
Kseociation  of  SCD’s  in  San  Juan.  I will  write  again  in  early 
August . 
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Administratively  Confidential 


UNITED  STATES  DEPAETlvENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


Washington  25;  C. 

August  8,  1955 


To : 


All  SCS  Field  ( ff ices 


U.10EPT.0F  AGRICULTURE 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIIRARY 


From:  D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


My  visit  to  Puerto  Rico  was  concluded  about  3^  hours  before  Connie,  the 
hurricane,  was  scheduled  to  arrive.  There  were  no  hurricanes  while  I was  there. 

In  fact,  I was  able  to  cool  off  a bit  in  the  tropics  after  the  95  ♦ teniperatures 

of  Washington'. 

It  was  a tremendous  education  and  thrill  to  me  to  meet  with  SCS  personnel  and 
SCD  supervisors  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands.  I found  among  the 
supervisors  intense  enthusiasm  for  soil  and  water  conservation.  When  1 saw  the 
fine  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  conservation  work  on  the  coffee 
plantations,  the  banana  groves,  the  tobacco  and  cane  fields,  and  the  pasture 
lands,  I could  understand  the  reason  for  this  enthusiasm.  The  people  of  Puerto 
Rico  depend  very  largely  upon  their  agriculture.  They  have  many  problems.  With 
the  density  of  population  there  you  see  at  first  hand  the  dependence  of  people 
on  land  and  water.  Even  an  acre  or  two  means  a living  for  a family.'  Of  course, 

the  larger  farms  of  several  acres  are  producing  the  fuller  measure  of  the 

necessities  of  living. 

In  my  four  days  of  travel  in  the  islands  I met  a friendly,  interesting,  Spanish- 
speaking people.  And  believe  me,  their  hospitality  and  food  were  mighty  fine,  too. 

OTHER  DEVELOPMENTS: 

1.  Congress  has  now  recessed  until  next  January.  Most  of  the  members  have  now 
left  Washington  for  home  states  or  vacations . Several  of  them  called  before  they 
left  and  inquired  about  conservation  work  in  their  districts  and  expressed  an 
interest  to  see  it  and  to  talk  with  SCD  supervisors  while  they  are  home . I hope 
all  of  us  will  use  such  opportunities  upon  request  for  assisting  members  of  the 
Congress  to'  become  acquainted  with  the  facts  regarding  conservation  accon5)lish- 
ments , and  the  methods  used  in  carrying  out  the  work. 

2.  Unfinished  legislation  before  the  Congress  will  carry  over  until  the  January 
session.  There  were  several  items  of  interest  in  that  setting,  including 
amendments  to  Public  Law  586;  the  Small  Reclamation  Project  Act;  a bill  to 
stimulate  further  tree  planting  on  private  lands;  proposals  on  low- income  farm 
program,  etc..  Also,  the  Congress  did  not  provide  extra  funds  to  meet  the  recent 
pay  increase.  Supplemental  funds  must  be  requested  when  the  new  session  starts. 

No  action  of  any  sort  was  taken  by  Congress  on  the  Kestnbaum  Commission  and  the 
Hoover  Commission  reports  as  they  relate  to  the  work  of  SCS. 


3.  Applications  from  385  local  organizations  endorsed  by  the  appropriate  state 
agencies  have  now  been  received  for  assistance  under  the  Watershed  Protection  and 
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Flood  Prevention  Act.  We  have  authorized  planning  assistance  on  84  watersheds 
in  35  states . We  anticipate  that  about  25  work  plans  will  be  ready  to  submit  to 
Congress  in  January.  Legislatures  in  20  states  passed  legislation  this  year  to 
facilitate  the  carrying  out  of  this  work. 

4.  Mrs.  Dorothy  A.  DeSpears,  a voucher  examiner  in  our  Madison^  Wis.,  state 
office ; has  been  given  a $70  cash  award  for  a work  improvement  proposal.  Mrs. 
DeSpears'  suggestion  was  for  a simplified  system  for  preparing  payrolls  for  WAE 
employees.  It  has  been  adopted  service-wide  and  will  result  in  an  estimated 
savings  of  more  than  $1,600  per  year. 

5.  Special  conservation  editions  received  include  the  Maine  Grange  Herald,  The 

Independent  Record  of  Helena,  Montana,  Three  Forks  Montana  Herald  and  the 
following  from  Texas:  The  Hamilton  Herald-News,  Greenville  Banner,  Menard  News, 

Beeville  Bee -Picayune,  The  Comanche  Chief  and  The  Panola  Watchman. 

6.  Examples  of  good  use  being  made  of  the  "Our  Soil — Our  Strength'’  trademark 
illustration  are  coming  in  from  a number  of  states . Thanks  to  all  those  who 
have  sent  them. 

7.  Sponsors  of  the  North  Fork  Broad  River  Pilot  Watershed  in  Stephens  and 
Franklin  Counties,  Georgia,  have  issued  an  informative  three-fold  leaflet, 
"Watershed  Conservation- -A  Safeguard  for  Your  Community."  It  was  paid  for  by 
the  Citizens  Bank  of  Toccoa,  Ga. 

8.  Personnel — J.  G.  Bamesberger,  in  charge  of  the  Albuquerque  EWP  unit,  is 
transferring  to  Washington  as  assistant  director  of  the  Engineering  Division. 

J.  W.  Barnard,  formerly  Maryland  state  soil  conservationist,  has  transferred  to 
the  Washington  staff  to  head  up  the  Conservation  Needs  Studies  under  E.  A.  Norton. 
M.  B.  Fussell,  who  has  been  Maryland's  state  administrative  officer,  has  been 
appointed  to  Barnard's  former  job.  K.  P.  Jarvis,  formerly  a member  of  Maryland's 
watershed  planning  staff,  has  been  named  our  state  engineer  there.  He  took  the 
place  of  J.  Turnbull,  who  has  transferred  to  ARS.  Joe  Durkin,  investigator 
attached  to  our  Personnel  Division  here,  has  retired. 


Adios'.  Remember  that  water  and  soil,  and  their  wise  use,  are  the  foundations  of 
America. 


Administratively  Confidential 


UI^ITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


Washington  25 ^ D.  C. 
August  19 ^ 1955 


To: 


All  SGS  Field  Offices 


U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 


From:  D.  A.  V/illiams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Connie,  Diane,  and  Edith  are  nov  familiar  names  heree.bou.ts  --  but  they  are  not  on 
our  payroll i Heap  big  winds  and  lots  of  water  descended  on  the  Capital  City. 

1.  Last  week  I had  two  days  in  thd  office,  one  in  Illinois,  one  in  Minnesota, 
and  one  in  South  Carolina.  It  was  good  again  to  meet  with  the  Illinois  State 
Association  of  SCDs  and  participate  in  a discussion  on  Analyzing  District  Programs 
Illinois  has  a good  live  association  which  is  producing  conservation  results. 

2.  At  VJinona,  Minnesota,  I saw  some  mighty  fine  conservation  work  --  strip  crop- 
ping, rotations,  grass,  trees,  waterways,  etc.,  on  lots  of  farms.  A small  water- 
shed with  this  treatment  applied  several  years  ago  still  has  it.  And,  ’chese 
second  generation  conservation  farmers  \fculdn't  have  it  otherwise.  Many  community 
benefits  from  reduced  sediment  and  flooding  are  apparent  tool  Vfno  says  it  doesn't 
work?  The  J.  R.  V/atkins  Co.  farm  there,  managed  by  Cy  Crawford,  President  of  the 
Minnesota  State  Association  of  SCDs,  is  really  a conservation  sho\rpiace . Anyone 
near  VJinona  should  not  fail  to  see  it . 

3.  At  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  the  local  soil  conservation  district  sponsored 
a field  tour  and  20  years  of  conservation  celebration.  "Chief"  H.  H.  Bennett  and 
I joined  in  with  the  U.  S.  Senators  and  Congressmen  and  the  local  folks  to  see  and 
talk  about  the  marvelous  progress  that  has  been  made.  Agricultural  stability 
based  upon  conservation  farming  is  a fact  in  that  area.  (Confidentially,  the 
fried  chicken  and  watermelon  are  mighty  good  down  that  way  tool) 

This  is  "office  week"  for  the  VJashington  staff.  So,  the  Field  Representatives 
iissistant  Administrators,  and  others  have  been  helping  me  round  up  a number  of 
items,  get  out  some  new  memoranda,  etc. 

5.  Next  week  I'm  going  to  take  two  days  leave  (I  hope),  attend  the  , Ohio  Federa- 
tion of  SCDs  meeting  at  Athens  and  the  State  Plowing  Matches  and  Conservation  Day 
at  Constantine,  Michigan.  Expect  to  see  some  more  good  conservation  work. 

6.  Three  of  our  State  Conservationists  have  recently  been  on  the  sick  leave 
status.  John  Barnes  of  California  --  two  bouts  vrith  the  surgeon;  Lyness  Lloyd  of 
North  Dakota  --a  prolonged  rest  period;  and  Sa.m  Bondurant  of  Virginia  --an 
automobile  accident  injury.  We  are  wishing  them  all  full  and  speedy  recovery. 

7.  Several  members  of  Congress  are  here  this  week  cleaning  up  unfinished  business. 
The  telephone  is  quite  busy. 


J V 


\ 


So  30. 


Administratively  Confidential 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


Washington  25/ 
September  27/ 


To:  All  SCS  Field  Offices 

From;  D,  A*  Williams^  Administrator 

Subject;  Current  Developments 


U.S.OEPT.OF  AGRICULTURE 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 

APR  7 1969 


CURRENT  SERIAL  records 


Requiescat  in  Pace 


As  you  probably  have  heard,  Dr.  Robert  M.  Salter,  the  second  chief 
of  our  Service,  died  September  13  following  a year  of  illness.  I 
can  only  add  my  voice  to  the  flov  of  tributes  to  the  life  of  unself- 
ish service  given  by  Bob.  He  made  a heroic  contribution  to  the 
soil  conservation  movement  in  a lifetime  of  research,  teaching  and 
administrative  work  in  soil  science,  agronomy  and  soil  conserva- 
tion. Since  November  1953/  vhen  he  asked  to  be  relieved  as  head  of 
the  SCS  for  health  reasons.  Dr.  Salter  had  been  chief  of  the  Soil 
and  Water  Conservation  Research  Branch  of  ARS.  Those  of  us  who 
worked  closely  with  him  will  miss  him  very  much. 


Other  Developments; 

1.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  and  Secretary  Benson  are  moving  ahead  toward 
the  establishment  of  a permanent  advisory  committee  on  soil  and  water  conserva- 
tion, As  planned,  the  committee  will  be  a working  committee  on  a continuing 
basis  to  advise  the  Secretary,  his  staff  and  Department  agencies  dealing  with 
the  various  phases  of  the  soil  and  water  conservation  program.  The  committee 
is  expected  to  meet  in  a month  or  so  to  explore  fully  opportunities  and  capa- 
cities for  strengthening  the  total  conservation  effort. 

2.  The  Soil  Conservation  Society  had  the  largest  registration  in  history  at 
its  annual  meeting  at  Green  Lake,  Wis.,  September  12-14  --  about  800.  Edward  H. 
Graham  was  elected  president  for  1956.  He  succeeds  Austin  L.  Patrick  on 
January  1.  Other  officers  for  1956  are;  J.  S.  Russell  of  Des  Moines,  first 
vice  president;  Russell  G.  Hill  of  Easti !Ldne4ng,  Mich.,  second  vice  president; 
and  Howard  F.  Barrows,  Aurora,  111,,  treasurer.  New  council  members  are  Herbert 
A,  Hopper,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  and  Harry  Chambers,  Stillwater,  Okla. 

One  unique  feature  of  the  excellent  program  was  the  free  snack  bar  operated 
by  the  governing  body  of  the  local  soil  conservation  district.  Society  members 
were  served  more  than  1,300  pints  of  milk  and  more  than  150  pounds  of  cheese  by 
the  district  officials. 


The  1956  annual  meeting  will  be.  held  in  Tulsa^.  Okla. , October  15-17 • 
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3«  Our  annual  meeting  with  the  state  conservatiohistsi  at.  Lincoln,  Nehr.,  last 
week  ended  with  many  commenting  ”it  was  the  best  ever,*'  ^t  only  did  we  have 
opportunity  to  see  some  excellent  work  in  the  field  and  in  the  small  watersheds, 
but  we  also  devoted  a generous  amount  of  time  to  eight  general  administrative- 
problems,  The  considered  recommendations  of  the  state  honservationists  will 
eventually  result  in  new  or  clarified  policies  or  giving  added  attention  to 
present  policies, 

4,  Copies  of  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson's  inspiring  address  to  the  state  con- 

servationists have  been  mailed  to  all  field  offices.  I wouid  like  to  commend  it 
to  your  attention,  One  paragraph  follows:  "Recently  the  Commission  on  Organi- 

zation of  the  Executive  Branch  of  the  Government,  the  Hoover  Commission,  issued 
a report  on  water  resources  and  power.  Among  the  recommendations  of  this  report 
was  that  the  construction  of  heaxiwater  dams  and  the  flood  control  program  of  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  be  transferred  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  This  recom- 
mendation does  violence  to  the  very  fundamental  concepts  of  the  VJlatershed  Pro- 
tection and  Flood  Prevention  Act,  It  ignores  the  relationship  between  land  man- 
agement and  water  management.  In  fact,  it  appears  reasonable  to  say  that  head- 
water detention  structures  are,  while  necessary,  incidental  and  secondary  to  the 
treatment  of  the  land  lying  above  them.  Merely  constructing  dams  will  not  do  the 
job  of  water  management,  particularly  on  the  small  watersheds.  It,  therefore, 
seems  to  me  that  the  recommendation  is  ill-considered," 

5,  My  trip  to  Quincy,  Fla,,  for  the  summer  meeting  of  that  state's  association 
of  soil  conservation  district  supervisors  was  an  enjoyable  one.  I was  interested 
in  the  thorough  way  the  association  is  promoting  its  soil  conservation  public 
speaking  contest  among  the  state's  public  schools.  I also  was  pleased  to  note 
the  steps  being  taken  by  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  push  an  aggressive  conservation 
program. 

6,  From  Wendell  Tascher,  we've  learned  that  73>805  persons  took  part  in  land 
judging  events  last  year.  The  1951  figure  was  13,321.  Last  year  a total  of 
13>099  contestants  participated  in  pasture  and  range  judging  events.  Twenty-five 
state  extension  services  now  have  statewide  training  programs  for  land  judging, 
and  17  states  now  have  guiding  materials  for  pasture  and  range  judging, 

7k  The  calendar  which  the  Gillespie  County,  Tex.,  Soil  Conservation  District 
issued  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1 is  the  first  calendar  we've  seen 
that  carries  "Our  Soil- -Our  Strength"  trademark. 

8,  Had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  this  week  with  a management  group  of  the  Tractor 
and  Implement  Division  of  Ford  Motor  Company,  Twenty-one  men  spent  a day  in  the 
Department  and  a day  in  Beltsville.  I talked  to  them  about  long  time  trends  in 
soil  and  water  conservation  and  watershed  protection, 

9.  I'm  heading  out  tomorrow  for  a meeting  with  Frank  Mendell  and  Iowa's  work 
unit  and  area  conservationists.  After  that,  it's  a Black  Hills  meeting  of  the 
South  Dakota  State  Association,  of  District  Supervisors , 
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Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


The  wonderful  autumn  weather  with  the  rich  coloring  of  the  trees  Is  in  full 
swing  here  in  the  Washington  area.  It's  hunting  time  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  But,  we  don't  need  to  hunt  now  for  people  in  all  valEs  of  life  inter- 
ested in  soil  and  water  conservation, 

1.  Secretary  Benson  announced  today  the  appointment  of  an  l8-member  Advisory 
Committee  on  Soil  and  Water  Conservation,  It  will  hold  its  first  meeting  in 
V/ashington  on  October  27-28.  Members  include  Leo  Anderson,  North  Dakota;  Firman 
Bear,  New  Jersey;  Bill  Durham,  Texas;  L.  Roy  Hawes,  Massachusetts;  T.  R.  Hedges, 
Washington  (state);  Tom  Hitch,  Tennessee;  A.  D,  Holmes,  Jr,,  Alabama; 

Mrs.  Katharine  (Jackson)  Lee,  New  Hampshire;  L.  L.  Males,  Oklahoma;  Raymon 
McConnell,  Nebraska;  Chas.  Elliott,  Illinois;  Edward  Baur,  Iowa;  Carl  Shoemaker, 
Washington,  D.  C.;  William  Rosecrans,  California;  L,  W,  Carver,  Wisconsin, 

George  Clyde,  Utah;  and  Wade  Newbegin,  Oregon. 

The  agenda  for  the  committee  includes  several  items  of  interest  to  the  Service 
and  other  agencies  having  responsibilities  in  the  conservation  field. 

2.  Regrettably,  I had  to  cancel  my  California  trip  last  week  because  of  Budget 
Bureau  hearings  and  other  matters  here.  Sorry  not  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
help  launch  the  new  Training  Center  for  western  states  at  San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif, 

3.  It  was  grand  to  meet  with  Frank  Mendell  and  our  field  personnel  in  Iowa 
recently.  It  was  a good  conference.  Also,  it  was  mighty  nice  to  be  in  South 
Dakota  a few  days  to  attend  the  State  Association  of  SCD's  annual  meeting  in  the 
cool,  colorful  Black  Hills,  Incidentally,  that  Ladies  Auxiliary  in  S.  Dak., 
with  about  130  ladies  present  at  the  meeting,  is  going  to  make  a lot  of  states 
hump  to  keep  up'. 

4.  The  annual  Hearings  before  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  regarding  Fiscal 
1957  budget  requests  were  held  last  week.  Of  course,  the  estimates  presented 
by  the  Department  are  confidential  until  released  by  the  President  in  January. 
Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  assisted  us  in  presenting  our  testimony.  The  hear- 
ings were  highly  constructive  and  indicated  strong  interest  in  assistance  to 
districts  as  well  as  in  watershed  work, 

5.  Some  soil  conservation  district  supervisors  have  expressed  an  interest  in 
seeing  the  in-service  quarterly  report  "Progress  in  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
Research,"  Althou^  distribution  outside  official  channels  would  constitute 
publication,  work  'onit  coTi&ervB.tiontsts_  may  use  the  reports  as  a means  of  keeping 
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ijuperviscrs  inforriiecl  of  progress  in  research  on  protlems  of  concern  to  the  *116- 
cricts.  We  shouid  bear  in  mind,  of  course,  that  much  of  the  informa.tion 
reported  is  not  sufficiently  conclusive  be  be  used  in  fariii  and  ranch  planning 
or  ether  aspects  of  the  program. 

j.  Recently  we’ve  received  an  impressive  lot  of  special  soil  conservation  edi- 
tions of  newspapers:  The  Washington  County  News,  Chatom,  Ala,;  Clovis  (N.  Mex.) 

News -Journal;  The  Spur  Texas  Spur;  Denton  (Tex.)  Record-Chronicle;  Republic 
(Wash.)  News-Miner;  Cochran  (Ga.)  Journal;  Winder  (Ga.)  News;  Bullock  Times, 
Statesboro,  Ga.;  The  Elackshear  (Ga.)  Times;  Lincoln  County  News,  Carrizozo, 

N.  Mex.;  Catron  Co’jnty  Reporter,  Reserve,  N.  Mex.;  Socorro  (N.  Mex.)  Chieftain; 

El  Defensor,  Socorro,  N,  Mex.;  Hattiesburg  (Miss.)  American. 

Three  Service  employees  now  are  enrolled  in  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Public  Administration  for  a year’s  study  under  conservation  fellowships.  The 
three  Service  winners  for  the  1955-56  fellowships  are  Norman  Berg,  area  conser- 
vationist, Pocatello,  Idaho;  Alton  Mangutn,  work  unit  conservationist,  DeRidder, 
La.,  and  Paul  H.  Carro3.1,  assistant  to  Dr,  Kellogg,  Washington,  D.  C. 

6.  William  A.  McLeod,  Jr*,  work  unit  conservationist  at  Taylorsville,  N.  C., 
has  reported  to  Washington  for  the  6 -month  Junior  Management  Intern  Program 
sponsored  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

9.  At  Fleming,  Ga.,  last  week  the  Southeastern  Tidewater  Experiment  Station's 
long-awaited  new  office -laboratory  building  was  dedicated  in  ceremonies  sponsored 
by  the  Coastal  Soil  Conservation  District.  Congressman  Prince  H.  Preston  of 
Georgia  made  the  principal  address,  A number  of  SCS  representatives  attended 
the  program  and  toured  the  station.  Considerable  progress  is  being  made  in 
experiments  on  extremely  difficult  drainage  problems  and  on  the  use  of  tidewater 
lands  for  grass  and  other  agricultural  crops. 

10.  For  those  of  you  vrho  weren't  at  the  state  conservationists'  meeting  where 
the  announcements  were  made,  we're  losing  two  real  top  hands  through  retirement 
soon.  Joy  Hopkins,  northeast  area  field  representative  and  J.  W.  Sargent,  Puerto 
Rico  territorial  conservationist,  are  .joining  the  ranks  of  Service  retirees. 

We're  going  to  miss  these  SCS  veterans,  each  of  whom  has  approximately  4o  years 
USDA  service  to  his  credit, 

11.  This  week  I'm  taking  in  a woodland  conservation  field  day  at  Augusta,  Ga,, 
and  the  next  week  I'll  be  on  the  program  of  the  National  Reclamation  Association 
annual  meeting  at  Lincoln,  Nebr, 

12.  Noted  among  the  state  conservationists'  monthly  reports  that  one,  in  spite 
of  all  the  weighty  problems  and  heavy  schedule  confronting  him,  managed  to  slip 
off  for  a few  days'  good  fishing.  I must  own  up,  too,  that  I found  the  trout 
streams  in  the  Black  Hills  well  populated  and  the  fish  hungry. 

P.S.  To  Washington  and  Beltsville  staffs: 

I'm  pleased  to  commend  you  for  having  exceeded  the  Service's  1955-56 
Community  Chest  Drive  goal. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  CF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


V/ashington  25,  D,  C. 


U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  ^ ^^55 


To:  Ail  SCS  Field  Offices  NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 

From:  D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator  l\PR  7 1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


November  marks  the  beginning  of  my  third  year  as  head  of  our  Service.  Just 
before  taking  off  today  for  the  Alabama  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Dis- 
tricts meeting,  1*11  tell  you  the  latest  1 

Seventeen  of  the  eighteen  members  of  the  newly  appointed  Soil  and  Water  Conser- 
vation Advisory  Committee  of  the  Department  participated  in  the  lively  first 
meeting  of  the  group  here  October  27  and  26.  It  was  ray  privilege  to  speak  to 
the  committee,  and  to  participate  in  all  the  discussions.  Assistant  Secretary 
Ervin  L.  Peterson  presided.  Representatives  of  the  Forest  Service,  Federal 
Extension  Service,  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service,  Agricultural 
Research  Service  and  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  took  part  in  the  discus- 
sions and  provided  background  information  on  the  conservation  phases  of  their 
programs . 

The  committee,  Secretary  Peterson  pointed  out,  will  serve  on  a continuing  basis, 
and  will  meet  on  call.  The  chairman  will  shortly  designate  terms  of  the  present 
members,  six  each  for  1-,  2-,  and  3-year  terms  so  that  geographic  representation 
en  the  committee--6  each  from  the  West,  Central  States,  and  the  East--will  be 
maintained. 

Although  the  first  meeting  was  primarily  to  get  acquainted  and  for  orientation, 
the  committee  offered  a number  of  suggestions.  Two  of  the  recommendations  were 
(l)  that  the  Department  seek  an  amendment  to  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood 
Prevention  Act  that  would  provide  for  federal  participation  in  the  cost  of  struc- 
tures that  store  water  for  purposes  other  than  flood  prevention,  and  (2)  that 
the  Department  re-evaluate  the  place  for  nurseries  in  the  soil  and  water  conser- 
vation program. 

The  two-day  session  was  very  pleasing  to  me.  Many  fine  things  were  said  about 
the  work  of  the  Service.  Committee  members  are  well  informed.  They  are  eager 
to  contribute  to  the  betterment  of  our  national  soil  and  water  conservation 
program.  I am  certain  that  in  the  months  and  years  to  come  we  shall  profit 
greatly  through  the  activities  of  this  group. 

Only  member  who  was  unable  to  attend  the  first  session  was  Earl  T.  Bower  of 
Norland,  Wyo.,  an  officer  of  the  Wyoming  Water  Resource  Board.  His  name  was 
inadvertently  dropped  from  the  last  Current  Developments. 


Other  developments : 

1.  Riehard  L.  Von  Trebr a,  former  chief  of  operations  in  the  old  Milwaukee 
regional  office,  will  succeed  retiring  J.  W.  Sargent  as  Puerto  Rico  Territorial 
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Ccnjervationlst , Von  recently  con^leted  a 2-3'-ear  International  Cooperation 
Administration  lassignment  at  Karachi,  Pakistan. 

2.  Some  states  have  developed  a Forms  Management  Program  and  have  issued  such 

a memorandum  in  the  state  n^junbered  series.  In  each  such  instance,  I’m  informed, 
the  design  and  general  quality  of  forms  have  improved  immediately. 

3.  The  Columbia  Co.  SCD,  with  headquarters  at  Hudson,  K.  Y.,  uses  the  "Our 
Soil--0ur  Strength"  trademark  as  part  of  its  letterhead.  The  Rensselaer  Co. 

SCD  of  New  York  used  it  on  the  cover  of  its  excellent  "Five  Years  on  the  land" 
leaflet, 

4.  Ohio's  last  legislature  amended  the  Stats  district  law  to  increase  the  State 
Soil  Conservation  Committee  from  five  to  seven  members.  The  committee  is  now 
composed  of  fc\ir  farmer  and  three  ex  officio  members.  Ex  officio  members  of  the 
committee  are  the  dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  the  director  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  director  of  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources . 

5.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  North  Dakota  Association  of  SCDs  and  individual 
districts  contributed  sufficient  funds  to  buy  20,000  copies  of  "The  Story  of 
Land,"  Copies  are  being  distributed  to  all  6th  and  7th  grade  school  children 
in  the  state.  City  and  County  Superintendents  of  schools  are  making  the  dis- 
tribution in  cooperation  with  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

6.  Dr.  Cecil  H.  Wadleigh  has  been  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  ARS  caused 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Salter.  The  new  chief  of  the  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
Research  Branch  has  been  head  of  the  Soil  and  Plant  Relationships  Section  since 
May  1954.  He  was  head  of  the  Division  of  Sugar  Plant  Investigations  from 
August  1951  to  May  1954.  From  1941  to  1951/  Cecil  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Salinity  Laboratory  at  Riverside,  Calif.,  where  he  did  some  of  the  classic 
research  on  salt  tolerance  of  plants  and  water-bio -chemical  relationships  of 
plants.  He  is  familiar  with  the  soil  and  water  conservation  problems  and  is 
active  in  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America,  We  are  looking  forward  to 
the  same  happy  working  relationship  with  Dr.  Wadleigh  that  the  Service  enjoyed 
with  Dr . Salter . 

7.  Two  staff  members  of  the  Senate  Appropriation  Committee --Robert  Lerchen 
and  Ray  Schaefer- -and  Joe  Wheeler  of  the  Department's  Budget  and  Finance  office 
this  week  are  completing  an  inspection  of  Service  activities  in  Oklahoma,  Texas 
and  Colorado. 

8.  Adrian  Fox,  who  was  in  charge  of  educational  relations  in  the  old  Lincoln 
offico,  has  now  become  head  of  educational  relations  in  the  V/ashington  informa- 
tion division.  Since  the  reorganization,  Adrian  has  been  deputy  state  conser- 
vationist in  North  Dakota.  We  have  brou^t  Adrian  in  to  head  up  our  expanded 
program  of  work  with  educational  institutions  and  organizations,  youth  groups, 
and  civic  bodies, 

9.  Additional  personnel  changes:  Harold  Baker  of  the  Texas  State  staff  has 

been  named  Texas  State  Administrative  Officer,  succeeding  Elliott  Roberts,  who 
was  transferred  to  the  AMS  in  California, ., ,0rie  Fuller  of  the  West  Virginia 
State- off Ice  has  been  named  Maryland  St ate. Administrative  Officer. ...Claude  A. 
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"Buck"  Watson  of  the  California  State  staff  has  been  named  California  State 
administrative  officer^  succeeding  the  late  Walter  Sykes ... .Wallace  Smith  has 
been  promoted  from  assistant  to  deputy  state  conservationist  in  Kentucky  and 
Hsrschel  Hecker^  formerly  state  soil  conservationist^  named  assistant  state 
conservationist  in  charge  of  watershed  activities  there. 

10c  Was  sorry  to  learn  of  the  death  of  E.  H.  "Stub"  Batten  on  the  state  admin- 
istrative staff  in  Idaho.  "Stub"  was  a long-time  Service  employee  and  was  head 

of  the  Records  and  Reports  Division  of  the  Portland  office  during  my  days  there, 
...I've  gotten  the  good  news  that  Oscar  Bruce,  Missouri  State  Conservationist, 
is  recovering  from  his  illness. 

11,  It  was  grand  last  week  to  spend  two  days  with  State  Conservationist  Garrett 

of  North  Carolina  and  his  personnel.  This  first  get-together  of  SCS  personnel 
in  several  years  should  do  much  to  help  keep  up  to  date  and  generates  enthusiasm 

for  the  big  job  ahead.  It  was  swell  to  meet  so  many  of  our  folks. 

12,  It  was  my  special  privilege  to  appear  with  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson 
on  the  program  of  the  National  Association  of  Directors,  Secretaries,  and 
Commissioners  of  Agricultui'e  at  New  Orleans  last  week.  Fifty  percent  of  those 
officials  are  on  State  soil  conservation  committees,  boards,  or  commissions 
and,  of  course,  are  much  interested  in  conservation. 

Also,  at  New  Orleans  I spent  a few  hours  with  Joe  Ifertin  and  his  Louisiana 
area  conservationists  and  specialists.  And,  by  the  way,  our  WUC  at  New  Orleans, 
Stafford  Thibodeaux,  really  knows  that  city  and  public  relations!  Thanks, 
again,  Thibyl 
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Administratively  Confidential 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 

U.  I DEPT. 

All  SCS  Field  Offices  NATIONAL  AG8ICULTURAI LI8RARY 

D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator  APR  7 1969 

Subject:  Current  Developments  CDHREHT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


To: 

From; 


The  farm  bill  passed  Tuesday  by  the  Senate  contains  provisions  for  a Conser- 
vation Reserve  Program.  Section  219  of  the  bill  states:  "With  respect  to 

conservation  aspects  of  any  program  under  this  Act,  the  Secretaj*y  shall 
consult  with  the  soil  conservation  districts.  State  forests,  land-grant  col- 
leges, and  other  appropriate  agencies  of  State  Governments  in  the  formulation 
of  program  provisions  at  the  State  and  county  levels.  The  technical  resources 
of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service the  Forest  Service,  the  land-grant  colleges, 
the  State  foresters,  and  other  appropriate  technical  services  shall  be  uti- 
lized, so  far  as  practicable,  to  assure  coordination  of  conservation  activi- 
ties and  a solid  technical  foundation  for  the  program." 

Section  220,  entitled  "Utilization  of  Land  Use  Capability  Data,"  states: 

"In  administering  this  title  the  Secretary  shall  utilize  to  the  fullest 
practicable  extent  land  use  capability  data,  and  shall  caj*ry  forward  to  com- 
pletion as  rapidly  as  possible  the  basic  land  inventoiy  of  the  Nation." 

Section  211  provides  "The  Secretary  may  purchase  or  produce  conservation 
materials  and  services  and  make  such  materials  and  services  available  to 
producers  under  the  conservation  reserve  program  to  aid  them  in  establish- 
ing vegetative  cover  or  water  storage  facilities,  or  other  soil,  water,  wild- 
life or  forest  conserving  uses,  under  contracts  authorized  by  this  subtitle 
(Conservation  Reserve  Program) , may  reimbiirse  any  Federal,  State  or  local 
government  agency  for  conservation  materials  and  services  furnished  by  such 
agency,  and  may  pay  expenses  necessary  in  making  such  materials  etnd  services 
available,  including  all  or  part  of  the  costs  incident  to  the  delivery, 
application  or  installation  of  materials  and  services." 

A series  of  meetings  reviewing  tentative  policies  and  procedures  is  now  in 
progress.  Our  State  offices.  State  ASC  Committees,  and  others  are  attending. 
It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a minimum  of  delay  in  putting  Soil  Bank  in 
operation  if  it  becomes  law.  We  will  have  a technical  part  in  it,  no  doubt. 

House  action  on  the  bill  is  scheduled  to  come  after  Easter. 

Other  developments: 

1.  Administrator  Ferguson  and  I attended  the  joint  meeting  of  the  SCS  and 
Extension  staffs  at  Pennsylvania  State  University  last  week.  The  meeting. 


All  Washington  and  Field  Offices 
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an  annual  affair,  was  a good  one.  Was  pleased  to  learn  that  seven  new  soil 
conservation  districts  have  been  formed  in  Pennsylvania  since  January  1 
this  year. 

2.  Spent  Tuesday  of  this  week  with  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts.  Nolen  Fuqua  and  his 
crew  had  a busy  week.  Meetings  with  officials  of  other  Department  agencies, 
the  Interior  Department  and  the  Army  Engineers  were  on  the  schedule. 

3.  Thirteen  watershed  work  plans  under  Public  Law  ^66  have  been  completed 
and,  after  the  legally-prescribed  60-day  review  period  by  other  federal 
agencies  and  the  Governors  of  the  States  involved,  have  been  sent  by  the 
Department  to  the  Btireau  of  the  Budget.  The  next  step  is  to  the  Congress. 

Two  other  work  plans  have  been  sent  by  SCS  to  the  Secretary* s office,  from 
which  they  will  be  sent  to  the  Budget  Bureau.  Ten  additional  watershed 
work  plans  — mking  a total  of  25  completed  by  the  local  sponsors  with  SCS 
technical  help  — are  in  the  60-day  review  stage.  I*ve  Just  authorized 
planning  assistance  in  ei^t  more  watersheds.  This  brings  planning  authori- 
zations to  150,  in  ii-3  States.  The  Department  has  received  466  State -approved 
applications,  from  45  States. 

4.  We  are  pleased  that  Assistant  Administrator  Van  Dersal  is  one  of  the 
16  career  workers  in  Federal  Government  to  receive  the  coveted  Rockefeller 
Outstanding  Public  Service  Award  this  year.  Van  plans  to  begin  his  year*s 
study  in  the  fall.  Governmental  management  of  renewable  resources  in  the 
United  States  and  abroaxi  will  be  his  field.  His  plans  ca3JL  for  field  work 
in  Canada,  Aiistralia  and  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  this  comtry.  He  will 
study  activities  of  state  agencies  in  the  renewable  resoxrrce  field  as  well 
as  the  policies  and  programs  of  the  federal  agencies.  The  individual  grants, 
which  pay  salaries  and  expenses,  are  for  the  purpose  of  providing  incentives 
for  the  continuance  and  advancement  of  civilians  in  Federal  Government. 

5.  We*ve  gotten  the  good  news  that  Roy  Hockensmith,  who*s  been  mending  from 
his  heart  attack  of  a couple  months  ago,  soon  may  be  able  to  retvirn  to  his 
job  on  a part-time  basis.  We*ve  certainly  missed  him. 

6.  Our  Management  In5)rovement  and  Awards  Committee  received  85  recommenda- 
tions for  Outstanding  Ratings  for  1955*  The  committee  also  has  acted  on 

31  nominations  for  the  Department *s  Superior  Service  Awards  and  1 for 
Distinguished  Service . 

7.  We  assisted  57  percent  more  farmers  and  reuachers  cooperating  with 
districts  work  out  their  basic  soil  conservation  plans  in  1955  than  we  did 
in  195^*  A total  of  89^839  cooperators  finished  working  out  their  basic 
plans  dijring  the  last  calendar  year.  Of  the  20  major  conservation  practices, 
seven  showed  gains  in  1955  over  a year  eetrlier. 

8.  We  are  sending  out  ri^t  away  a request  to  state  and  territorial  conser- 
vationists for  the  summarized  figures  on  the  work  load  analyses  mad.e  in  the 
work  units.  As  you  probably  know,  these  form  the  basis  for  our  request  to 
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the  Department  for  funds  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  I sincerely  hope  that 
all  work  load  analyses  were  carefully  and  objectively  done  — a great  deal 
depends  on  them. 

9.  Our  appropriation  hearings  before  the  House  Sub -Committee  were  again 
postponed  to  April  19 . Delay  in  final  action  on  the  Farm  Bill  is  the 
apparent  reason. 

10.  On  March  22  the  Rules  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
reported  out  for  floor  action  the  Poage  Bill  HR  875O  to  amend  P.L.  586 
the  Watershed  Protection  sind  Flood  Prevention  Act. 


P.  S.  Our  Washington  and  Beltsville  employees  acted  quickly  and  generoiisly 
in  the  Red  Cross  campaign.  We  were  the  first  sizable  agency  in  the  Depart- 
ment to  reach  its  quota.  Our  donations  totaled  I09  percent  of  our  goal; 

97  percent  of  our  employees  donated. 
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CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


A year  ago  I said  a vord  or  tvo  about  planning  our  leave  because  we  can 
profit  by  rest  and  relaxation,  I am  now  heeding  that  good  advice  by 
taking  almost  the  next  two  weeks  off. 

main  aim  is  to  keep  out  of  telephone  reach  as  much  as  possible.  Need- 
less to  say,  my  wife*s  got  a few  things  for  me  to  do  at  home  before  we 
take  to  the  road. 

We  plan  to  visit  my  brother  at  Augusta,  Ga,,  tadte  in  the  NASCD  meeting 
at  Atlanta,  eind  then  spend  a few  days  in  or  near  the  Smoky  ^fountains. 

Other  developments: 

1.  The  full  House  Agriculture  Committee  held  a hearing  yesterday  on  the 
Great  Plains  program.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson,  Deputy  ACPS  Adminis- 
trator Fred  Ritchie  and  I testified.  At  the  friendly  hearing,  Peterson 
stressed  the  basic  iii5)ortance  of  the  leadership  of  soil  conservation  dis- 
tricts, and  of  the  conservation  farm  plan  based  on  land  capabilities  as 

a foundation  for  a long  range  program  in  the  wind  erosion  area, 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  and  I will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Great 
Plains  Council  at  Fort  Co3-lins,  July  23,  and  spend  the  next  several  days 

at  field  locations  in  Colorado  and  Nebraska. 

3.  The  House  Subcommittee  on  Agricultural  Appropriations  plans  to  attend 
the  Third  Annual  Watershed  Congress  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  in  September,  After 
the  Congress,  the  subcommittee  members  will  visit  Nebraska,  Iowa,  and 
Minnesota. 

4.  We  have  completed  setting  up  a River  Basins  BrsCnch  in  the  Planning  Divi- 
sion with  George  R.  Phillips  in  charge.  This  unit  will  give  leadership  on 
such  broad  interstate  surveys  as  the  Lower  Mississippi,  Upper  Colorado,  and 
Delaware  River, 

5.  Ibe  Senate  Public  Works  Committee  has  scheduled  a hearing  July  3 on  the 
House-passed  Poage  bill  which  would  amend  Public  Law  566, 
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6.  Noted  in  the  multillthed  newsletter  of  the  Wells  County,  North  Dakota, 
SCD  that  99  cooperating  farmers  set  out  150,772  trees  last  spring  for 
shelterbelts,  windbreaks,  and  wildlife  plantings. 

7,  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a complete  farm  conservation  plan  in  opera- 
tion last  week  on  the  4,500  acre  State  Prison  farm  near  Goochland,  Va,  Our 
technicians  had  worked  out  the  plan  with  Manager  Meyer  Royster  several  years 
ago  and  have  assisted  him  since.  After  I had  seen  the  apparent  benefits  I 
wondered  why  we  don't  have  a more  ready  answer  for  those  who  question  the 
need  for  or  the  worth  of  a coiiiplete  farm  conservation  plan.  hat's  off 

to  our  Virginia  SCS  technicians  who  helped  with  such  a Job. 


8.  The  four  Cass  County,  North  Dakota,  Soil  Conservation  Districts  have  gone 
together  and  issued  a 28-page  printed  ”10  Year  Progress  Report."  Seventy-two 
merchants  in  the  county  defrayed  the  cost  of  the  illustrated  publication. 


9.  The  ”40  year"  USDA  awards  that  recently  went  to  four  SCS  people  raised 
the  question  of  who  are  the  five  SCS  employees  with  the  longest  terms  of 
service.  In  other  words,  the  first  five  employees  of  the  old  Soil  Erosion 
Service  who  are  still  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service.  Lee  Geiger,  who 
compiled  "A  Chronological  History  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and 
Related  Events,"  offers  the  following: 

Name 

Entrance  on  Duty 

Present  Location 

Kenneth  P.  Blair 

Albuquerque,  New  Jfexico 
November  7>  1933 

Albuquerque,  N.  Nex 

Courtland  B.  Manifold 

Washington,  D.  C.  (For 
Knoxville,  Tenn.) 
November  9,  1933 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Thomas  S.  Buie 

Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 
November  15^  1933 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

Gerald  E.  Ryerson 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin 
November  l6,  1933 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Clyde  E.  Deardoff 

Pullman,  Washington 
November  22,  1933 

Portland,  Oreg. 

If  anyone  has  any  earlier  candidate  or  cetndidates  to  present,  we  will 
acknowledge  them  in  a subsequent  issue. 


10.  Have  a big  but  good  Fourth  of  July I 


(NBC 

fire 


Farm  & Home  Hour  Saturday,  July  7^  will  feature  farm  pond  values  in 
control.  Two  cooperators  with  Maine  SCD's  help  tell  the  story.) 


P.S.  Enclosed  for  your  use  is  a copy  of  the  picturial  chart  of  the  Washington 
staff.  Also  enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  writeup  of  the  195^  Honor  Awards. 
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Alexandria,  Louisiana 
July  Sj  1956 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS  HAVE  YOU  HEARD? 

Educational  Leave,  Alton  llanguirr,  Work  Unit  Conservationist  at  DeRidder, 
has  returned  'to  us  this  month  from  a one-year  fellowship  at  Harvard 
University,  He  completed  his  Master’s  degree  in  Public  Administration, 
Until  about  September  1,  he  will  serve  on  detail  at  the  State  office 
assisting  in  the  Watershed  Planning  Program,  Until  then,  Edward  D, 
Holcombe  will  continue  to  serve  as  Work  Unit  Conservationist  at  DeRidder, 


James  DeMent,  Soil  Scientist  at  Shreveport,  has  bowed  out  to  begin  a period 
of  graduate  study  at  Cornell  University  in  Agronomy,  His  tour  there  will 
be  a combination  teaching  and  study  fellowship. 

Student  Trainees,  The  latest  list  of  student  trainees  serving  this 
summer  is: 

Harold  L,  Thuman,  Soil  Conservationist,  Coushatta^  John  H,  Johnson, 
Agricultural  Engineer,  Clinton^  James  D,  McElveen,  Soil  Conservationist, 
Franklintonj  Leon  C,  Simar,  Soil  Conservationist,  Benton;  George  W,  Piontek, 
Agricultural  Engineer,  Winnsboro;  Fredrick  L,  Hoogland,  Agricultural 
Engineer,  Abbeville;  Leonard  H,  Martin,  Soil  Conservationist,  West  Monroe; 

L*  Vic  Henderson,  Soil  Conservationist,  Minden;  Clyde  T,  Gardner,  Geologist, 
Alexandria;  Robert  Reno,  Civil  Engineer,  West  Monroe;  John  Compton,  Jr,, 

Soil  Conservationist,  Natchitoches, 

Clerical  Personnel,  Mrs,  Verna  B.  Milstead,  Clerk-Stenographer  for  the 
Program  Staff,  has  been  converted  to  Career-Conditional  appointment.  She 
had  served  under  a temporary  appointment  pending  resignation  of  Mrs, 

Dolores  Taylor, 

Mrs,  Dorothy  T,  Rice,  Area  Clerk,  Alexandria,  requested  a re-assignment 
which  converts  her  to  a WAE  basis.  This  action  was  made  effective  on 
June  17,  1956, 

The  new  clerk  for  the  Watershed  Planning  Party  is  Mrs,  Sarah  F,  Nichols, 

She  began  duty  on  June  U under  a Career-Conditional  appointment,  replacing 
a temporary  appointee. 

New  Soil  Scientists,  Stanley  D,  Matthews,  Student-Trainee,  advanced  to 
Soil  Scientist,  GS-5  upon  graduation  from  Louisiana  Tech  and  was  assigned 
to  duty  at  Crowley, 

Thomas  N,  Mills,  also  a Tech  graduate,  received  his  initial  Career- 
Conditional  appointment  June  11,  1956,  as  a Soil  Scientist,  GS-5,  assigned 
to  duty  at  Shreveport, 
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Transfers,  Effective  June  3^  1956,  Clarence  F,  Chancey  of  Lake  Providence 
accepted  a re-assignment  to  the  Mississippi  River  Tributary  Project 
Studies j Headquarters  at  Winnsboro,  He  has  been  serving  on  an  extended 
detail,  vjorking  with  Herschel  W.  Eilerts  performing  this  special  work 
requested  by  the  U,  S,  Corp  of  Engineers* 

Huey  K,  Mixon,  Engineering  Aid,  GS-5,  at  New  Orleans,  is  moving  up  the 
river  to  St,  Joseph  effective  July  7^  1956, 

Floyd  Hutto  transferred  to  the  Watershed  Planning  Pai'tj^  in  Alexandria  from 
his  assignment  as  Engineering  Aid,  Leesville  Work  Unit,  He  was  replaced 
at  Leesville  by  Caleb  B.  McKinney,  a District  Aid  at  Benton,  selected 
from  the  Civil  Service  register  for  Career-Conditional  appointment. 

Promotions,  Congratulations  go  to  Franklin  7.  Boyd,  Jr,,  promoted  to  GS-5 
Clerk,  June  17,  1956,  a new  position  involving  increased  responsibility 
in  the  fields  of  Records  Management  and  Records  and  Reports* 

State  ASC  Conference,  Five  Work  Unit  Conservationists,  one  representing 
each  of  the  five  areas,  attended  the  State  ASC  Conference  in  Nevj  Orleans 
on  June  5 through  June  7*  They  were:  Pervis  A,  'Wiggins,  Hahnvillei 

Joel  E,  Slack.  Benton;  Rollie  H,  Spinks,  Vidalia;  Marshall  J,  Hough, 
Winnfieldj  Chester  F,  Bollard,  Crowley.,  The  five  Area  Conservationists 
also  attended  the  m,.cting,  along  with  the  State  Conservationist  and  Wayne 
Fallin, 

Personnel  Classification  Consultant,  Robert  E,  Williams,  Range  Specialist, 
Lake  Charles,  ^ne  of  a team  of  three  men  selected  by  the  Administrator 
to  serve  in  Washington  on  a special  detail.  May  28  through  June  8,  We 
have  just  received  a letter  from  the  Administrator,  commending  Williams 
for  the  fine  work  as  a technical  consultant  on  the  revision  of  the  Class 
Specifications  covering  range  conservationist 6*  positions. 

Bo  Wo  Feel  Small?  W'e  have  just  learned  that  Texas  led  the  Service  in  cash 
awards  for  the  nine  month  period  ending  March  31#  Ihe  Big  State  gave  out 
2k  as  compared  \>7±th  our  2*  Others  are  in  the  mill,  but  are  anxious 

to  dig  into  the  till  again  and  pay  for  some  good  ideas* 

The  1,000 -Hour  Club,  As  of  July  1,  forty-three  of  the  221  leave-earning 
employees  of  SCS  in  Louisiana  have  passed  the  1,000-hour  accumulation  of 
sick  leave. 

Districts*  Annual  Reports,  Fifteen  of  Louisiana's  twenty-six  soil  conser- 
vation districts  have  submitted  their  1955  annual  reports.  Five  of  these 
have  been  printed  in  booklet  form,  or  published  in  newspapers. 

Records  & Reports  CoMaittee  Named,  In  keeping  with  our  plan  for  rotating 
assignments  on  various  committees,  the  folloTrjing  Work  Unit  Conservationists 
have  been  appointed  to  serve  on  our  Records  and  Reports  Committee:  J,  L, 

Penuell,  Homer;  Jimmie  Durr,  Winnsboro;  Marshall  Hough,  'Winnfield;  A,  J, 
DaGian,  Opelousas;  A,  R,  Cain,  Clinton# 
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Bayou  Dupcnt  Work  Plan  Cong^rcss,  The  Bayou  Dupont  Watershed  Woric  Plan 
was  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  on  June  8.  By  law 
it  must  remain  in  Congress  hS  days  while  Congress  is  in  session  before 
construction  can  begin.  Unless  the  plan  is  disapproved,  it  will  auto- 
matically be  approved  July  2k  unless  Congress  adjourns  before  that  date. 
Plans  are  already  under  way  to  begin  construction  as  soon  as  possible  if 
approval  is  received, 

SCD  News  Letters,  Two  districts  in  Louisiana,  the  Calcasieu  and  Gulf 
Coast,  arc  now  issuing  news  letters  to  district  cooperators.  Illustrated 
with  photographs  and  filled  with  the  doings  of  district  cooperators | they 
make  very  interesting  reading. 


VJWL  & KWKH  Air  Conservation  News.  Two  Farm  Radio  Program  Directors  are 
doing  yoeman  service  to  conservation  on  their  daily  farm  news  reports, 
’’Tibby”  Thibodeau:^,  VJUC  at  New  Orleans,  appears  every  Tuesday  morning  at 
6; 30  on  with  George  Shannon  to  talk  about  some  phase  of  SCS  and 

district  activities.  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  is  on  every  day  at  noon  usually 
with  something  to  say  about  SCS  and  districts.  Both  those  stations 
welcome  'epet  news  direct  from  work  units, 

Louisiana  SCD  Law  Amended.  A bill  to  amend  the  Louisiana  Soil  Conservation 
District  Law  was  approved  unanimously  in  the  House  and  Senate,  and  has  been 
signed  by  the  Governor,  Ilajor  changes  in  the  law:  (1)  Sets  up  a seven- 

man  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee  composed  of  five  district  supervisors, 
the  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  Commissioner  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Immigration;  (2)  Gives  districts  unquestioned 
authority  to  construct,  operate,  and  maintain  works  of  improvement  under 
Public  Law  566;  (3)  Sets  the  same  date  annually  for  all  districts  to 
elect  new  members  of  district  boards. 


H,  E,  Martin,  State  Conservationist 
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CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Summer  is  rapidly  fleeting.  It's  been  an  unusually  cool  one  for  which  I am 
mighty  happy  because  of  having  to  stay  close  to  home  base  much  of  the  time. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  fifty-five  counties  in  24  states  were 
designated  this  week  as  "pilot  counties"  under  the  Depcurtment's  Rural  Develop- 
ment program.  We  have  just  allotted  the  special  fxmds  to  the  24  state  offices 
to  begin  carrying  out  the  portion  of  the  program  for  which  we  have  responsibility. 
We  are  adding  the  equivalent  of  I-I/2  technician  per  county  to  Intensify  our 
activities  with  part  time  and  low  income  farmers.  The  Rural  Development  Program 
represents  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  Departments  of  Agriculture,  Commerce, 
Labor,  Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  The  program  involves  working  with  local 
people  on  the  problems  related  to  the  economic  situation  of  such  eu:eas.  The 
24  states  which  now  have  pilot  counties  under  the  program  are:  Alabama,  Arkansas, 

Georgia^  Indiana^  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Loiiisiana^  Maine,  Maryland,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and 
Wisconsin. 

Other  Developments: 

1.  Secreteiry  Benson  this  week  announced  the  Conservation  Reserve  Program  under 
the  Soil  Bank  Act.  Instructions  to  field  offices  of  the  ASC  committees  are  now 
being  prepared  in  Washington.  Our  Memo  I09  outlines  the  Service's  responsibilities 
under  the  Conservation  Reserve  Program. 

2.  President  Eisenhower  has  signed  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  expenses 
of  the  Department's  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Advisory  Committee.  The  Secretary 
has  called  a meeting  of  the  committee  here  October  8 and  9* 

3.  I counseled  this  week  with  our  Washington  and  Field  Information  Unit  people 
as  they  planned  the  1957  information  phase  of  our  work.  We  gave  attention  to 
our  expanding  information  job  in  connection  with  the  additional  responsibilities 
that  have  accompanied  the  new  phases  of  our  program.  In  this  connection,  I'm 
glad  to  report  that  Herb  Boddy  is  returning  to  the  Service,  assigned  to  the 
Berkeley  field  information  unit  to  give  paxtic\ilar  attention  to  watershed  protec- 
tion and  flood  prevention  information.  Herb,  formerly  in  the  Portland  Regional 

office,  has  been  in  REA  information  work  since  the  reorganization. 


All  Washington  and  Field  Offices 


-2- 


U.  We  have  given  State  Conservationists  the  ”go  ahead”  on  the  26  P.L.  566 
projects  that  were  authorized  prior  to  adjournment  of  Congress.  Under  the 
aunended  act,  six  additional  projects  may  soon  he  authorized  for  operations. 


5.  The  Austin,  Texas,  City  Planning  Commission  requested  and  has  received 
technical  assistance  from  SCS  in  projecting  a long  time  expansion  program  for 
the  city.  Soil  descriptions  were  f\umished  showing  water  percolation  rates 
and  suitability  or  unsuitability  of  land  for  agriculture.  City  planners  are 
interested  in  pointing  city  growth  away  from  good  arable  land. 


6 . A builder  in  the  Philadelphia  area  has  reported  to  SCS  '‘that  "it  was  to  his 
financial  advantage  to  utilize  contours  he  found  on  the  farm  in  designing  and 
laying  out  a suburban  development  in  Camden  County,  New.  Jersey iW  The  contours 
were  part  of  the  strip  cropping  system  which  the  former  owner  obtained  as  a 
cooperator  with  the  Camden  County  Soil  Conservation  District. C The*ibuilder„ 
advised  that  he  laid  out  lots,  streets  and  the  storm  sewage  system  on  the  con- 
tour making  a pleasing  effect  as  well  as  saving  time  and  money. 

Areas  that  have  been  denuded  of  all  vegetation  in  their  preparation  as  sites 
for  houses  have  been  contributing  tremendoiis  silt  loads  diiring  intense  showers 
this  summer.  ‘ ' j I,- 

7.  Wilson  C.  White,  GS-7^  Soil  Conservationist  from  Pi ckens^^^d South  Carolina, 

has  been  selected  as  one  of  24  federal  employees  throu^out  government:  to 
participate  in  the  8th  Junior  Administrative  Interne  program  of  the 3 Civil 
Service  Commission.  He  will  be  in  Washington  f ori. the'  period^ September  10  x < 
through  January  25.  We  are  proud  to  have  another  one  of  our  eniployeesain-  j 
this  program.  j-r;:? 

■ ~ rrr  ' i,a  SfhvJ  no  S?  L:  - 

8.  I am  pleased  to  announce  the  appointment  of  Robert  E.  'Williams' as  Washington 
Field  Range  Conservationist  for  the  Southeastern  States  v ^Since.  hist  graduation 
in  range  management  from  the  University  of  Idaho,  Bob  has-had^l6cyearSt^of  experi 
ence  with  the  Service  in  Texas  and  Louisiana"’ where  he  has  bben.  a technician, 
area  conservationist,  and  has  become  one  of  the  country’s  authorities  on' marsh 
ranges. 


Tat^:jiqc ' 

9.  My  first  field  trip  in  quite  a spell  will  be  to  Price,  Utah,  to  attend  the 
Southwest  Area  meeting  of  the  NASCD  the  31st.  I have  several" trips^ scheduled 
in  the  next  2 months.  -u  - t ItoH  : 

Aiai-iW  gjL  .b(yiBq^”zq  = 
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March  8,  1957 


To : 

From: 
Subject : 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 

D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 

Current  Developments 


We  had  five  busy  days  at  San  Antonio  last  week,  attending  the  sessions  of 
Ed  Greiham's  plant  technology  folks  and  meeting  with  the  Policy  Committee  of 
State  Conservationists. 

Among  the  Policy  Committee's  recommendations  that  I have  under  consideration 
as  a result  of  the  meeting  are : 

1.  There  is  a recognized  need  for  development  of  national  standards 
covering  definitions,  objectives,  and  broad  conditions  under  which 
conservation  practices  should  be  applied. 

2.  A handbook  on  principles  of  farm  and  ranch  planning  be  prepared. 

3.  That  the  training  positions  for  business  activities  of  state  offices 
and  technical  specialists  in  watershed  activities  be  continued  and 
strengthened . 

This  was  the  first  time  I'd  had  opportunity  to  spend  considerable  time  with  the 
interstate  leaders  of  the  plant  technology  part  of  our  national  program.  One 
of  the  problems  considered  was  how  to  achieve  the  best  possible  working  arramge- 
ment  with  state  program  staffs  and  their  technical  specialists . The  State  Con- 
servationists helped  suggest  procedures  which  will  provide  greater  opportunities 
for  technical  leadership. 

Other  Developments: 

1.  In  my  next  letter  I hope  to  clarify  our  responsibilities  in  connection  with 
forestry  activities  of  the  Department.  On  December  28,  Assistant  Secretary 
Peterson  sent  to  Chief  McArdle  of  the  Forest  Service  and  me  a memorandum. 

Since  some  questions  of  interpretation  have  been  raised,  Mr.  Peterson  is  work- 
ing on  an  additional  memo  to  us.  Then  McArdle  and  I plan  to  issue  a joint  memo 
to  SCS  and  Forest  Service  people.  Mr.  Peterson's  memo  of  December  28  embodied 
the  following  principles : 
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1.  The  U.  S.  Forest  Service  is  the  forestry  agency  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  It  will  carry  out  its  function  on  privately  owned  lands 
throiagh  State  forestry  agencies  euad  will  not  provide  direct  on-farm 
forestry  services. 

2.  The  SCS  is  recognized  as  the  technicsil  agency  for  soil  and  water  con- 
servation and  flood  prevention.  It  will  continue  to  include  the  wood- 
land areas  of  farms  in  conservation  plans  euad  will  provide  to  farmers 
and  ranchers  such  forestry  services  as  eire  not  readily  available  from 
the  State  agencies. 

3.  It  is  my  understanding  that  tree  plantings  for  agric\iltural  purposes 
as  defined  in  the  memorand\im  are  distinguished  from  forestry  purposes 
and  within  US DA  the  technical  responsibility  is  assigned  exclusively 
to  SCS.  This  is  intended  to  apply  to  any  and  all  programs  involving 
such  plantings.  In  the  absence  of  reeuiily  available  assistance  from 
State  forestry  agencies  the  SCS  will  provide  the  needed  technical 
services. 

4.  It  is  the  Secretary’s  policy  to  avoid  duplicating  the  forestry  services 
available  from  State  forestry  agencies. 

5.  The  SCS  will  continue  to  use  woodland  specialists  in  its  activities  but 
will  make  full  use  of  research  findings  and  recommendations  of  forestry 
agencies . 

6.  Any  cooperative  memoranda  of  understanding  developed  by  the  Forest  Service, 
State  forestry  agency,  and  SCS  must  be  approved  by  the  Secretary. 

2.  Several  of  us  have  been  attending  some  of  the  22nd  North  American  Wildlife 
Conference  here  this  week.  The  Washington-Field  biologists  are  meeting  with 
Larry  Compton  in  addition  to  attending  some  of  the  sessions.  Verne  Davison  of 
Auburn  presented  a well  received  i)aper  by  himself  and  Karl  E.  Graetz  of  Raleigh 
on  "Managing  Habitat  for  White -Tailed  Deer  and  Wild  Turkeys." 

Some  of  the  Conference  speakers  were  critical  of  Department  policies  relating 
to  drainage  activities  in  the  pothole  areas  of  the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota.  In 
this  connection  Paul  Koger,  ACPS  Administrator,  emd  I have  issued  some  additional 
"guidelines"  in  carrying  out  Department  policies  in  the  pothole  country. 

Where  proposed  drainage  is  clearly  eligible  within  the  policies  of  SCS  and 
ACPS,  the  guidelines  provide  for  the  following  procedure: 

a.  If  the  farmer’s  decision  to  drain  the  area  is  not  altered  (by  recommenda- 
tions of  SCS  not  to  drain) , and  if  the  pothole  is  a permanent  one  and  of 
apparent  significant  wildlife  value,  inform  the  farmer  (and  Soil  Conservation 
District  if  he  is  a cooperator)  that  the  SCS  cannot  give  him  further  drainage 
assistance  until  the  State  fish  and  game  agency  has  had  a reasonable  oppor- 
tunity to  inspect  the  area,  make  a determination  of  its  wildlife  value,  and 
if  found  valuable  for  wildlife,  make  him  an  alternative  proposal  for  maintain- 
ing and  improving  the  area  for  wildlife. 
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b.  Furnish  the  desired  drainage  assistance  if  the  proposed  drainage  is 
within  the  SCS  and  ACPS  policy  and  if  within  a reasonable  time,  the  State 
fish  and  game  agency,  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  or  other  inter- 
ested public  or  private  agency  does  not  maite  the  cooperator  an  acceptable 
offer.  (The  waiting  period  will  be  20  days  during  the  months  April -November, 
or  until  May  1 for  notifications  submitted  during  December -March  inclusive.) 

3.  Monday  I'll  be  with  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  State  Administrative  Officers 
at  Cincinnati;  Tuesday  at  the  Soil  Survey  Work  Shop  and  Planning  Conference  at 
St.  Louis;  and  Wednesday  at  the  Columbia  Basin  Inter-Agency  Committee  at  Spokane. 
Guess  it's  pretty  obvious  I'll  be  flying I 

4.  The  printed  1957  Resolutions  and  Platform  of  the  American  Association  of 

School  Administrators  contains  the  following:  "As  citizens  of  the  United  States 

of  America  we  believe....  7«  That  the  strength  of  the  nation  will  depend  upon 
the  conservation  and  intelligent  development  of  our  human  and  natural  resources." 
The  resource  plank  has  been  in  the  platform  since  1951 • 

5.  J.  G.  Bamesberger  has  been  promoted  to  deputy  to  Director  Chet  Francis  of 
our  Engineering  Division.  Mel  Culp  is  now  chief  of  our  Design  and  Construction 
Branch . 

6.  All  of  us  have  extended  our  sympathy  to  Verna  Mohagen  whose  sister.  Miss  Edna 
Mohagen,  died  here  recently.  Edna  was  a scientist  in  the  Agricultural  Research 
Service,  working  in  the  Animal  Disease  Eradication  Division.  Burial  was  at 
Grafton,  N.  Dak. 

7.  Adrian  Fox,  who  heads  our  Educational  Relations,  and  I are  serving  on  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  of  the  1957  National  Land,  Pasture  and  Range  Judging 
School  and  Contest  at  Oklahoma  City  May  2 and  3*  You  may  obtain  brochure  of 
this  year's  event  from  Edd  Roberts,  Extension  Soil  Conservationist,  Stillwater, 
Okla. 

6.  The  Mississippi  Game  and  Fish  Commission  end  the  North  Carolina  Wildlife 
Resources  Commission  are  the  first  State  conservation  departments  to  issue 
printed  information  on  wildlife  conservation  practices  eligible  for  cost-sharing 
and  the  Soil  Bank's  Conservation  Reserve.  "Wildlife  in  North  Carolina"  and 
"Mississippi  Geune  and  Fish"  are  the  State  magazines  carrying  the  programs. 

9.  First  Soil  Conservation  Frir  to  come  to  my  attention  is  the  one  held 
February  28  at  Ponca  City,  Okla.  Newspapers  reported  1,500  attended.  Featured 
were  exhibits,  posters  and  demonstrations  by  Kay  County's  school  children  and 
county  organizations,  L.  L.  (Red)  Males,  Cheyenne,  Okla.,  banker  conservationist, 
and  a chuck  wagon  feed  by  the  Ponca  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

10.  Thomas  p.  Helseth,  Idaho  deputy  state  conservationist,  today  was  named 
Oregon  state  conservationist  to  succeed  Harold  Tower,  now  field  representative 
for  the  western  states. 

11.  Jack  Wetzel  of  our  Watershed  Planning  Branch  currently  is  in  Hazaribagh, 
India,  where  he  is  delivering  a series  of  lectures  on  watershed  management  at 
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a Watershed  Development  Center.  Twenty-four  top  technicians  from  13  Eastern 
and  Asiatic  countries  are  attending.  In  a note  he  reported,  "One  of  the 
most  gratifying  things  I have  run  into  is  the  high  regard  every  one  of  the 
participants  has  for  the  U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service."  Jack  has  visited 
with  Wilson  Hull,  formerly  of  our  Service  at  Spartanburg,  now  assigned  at 
Hazaribagh,  and  plans  to  visit  A1  Hedge. 

12.  My  minister  has  again  scheduled  a Soil  Stewardship  sermon  in  observance 
of  the  opening  of  1957  Soil  Stewardship  Week.  He  has  had  me  get  him  soil 
stewardship  reference  materials,  programs  and  posters  for  the  occasion.  He 
is  also  getting  some  material  from  our  Church’s  national  headquarters.  I 
fully  expect  all  of  you  will  help  in  some  way  to  make  that  week  a success. 
The  materials  available  from  NASCD  are  very  attractive  amd  informative. 
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U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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To : 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LI8RARY 


From:  D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Spring  weather,  cherry  blossoms,  and  tourists  prevail  in  Washington  this 
week.  And  a young  (?)  man's  fancy  turns  to 

Here  to  help  us  for  a short  time  are  three  assistant  state  conservationists 
from  Wyoming,  Nebraska,  and  Texas.  They  are  working  with  Cy  Luker  on  Great 
Plains  Conservation  Program  policies,  regulations,  procedures,  etc.  The 
basic  policies  will  probably  be  signed  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  this  week 
and  draft  regulations  should  be  completed  in  a couple  weeks.  By  the  time 
that  we  know  about  the  availability  of  appropriations  for  this  program  it 
should  be  ready  for  launching. 

Other  Developments: 

1.  New  State  Conservationists:  Herschell  D.  Hurd  for  Montana  and  Benjamin 

Isgur  for  Massachusetts.  Hurd,  deputy  state  conservationist,  will  succeed 
Truman  C.  Anderson,  who  retires  May  1.  A 1929  graduate  of  Montana  State 
College,  he  has  been  with  the  Service  since  1937 • Isgur,  deputy  state  con- 
servationist, succeeds  Dr.  Arthur  B.  Beaumont,  who  retired  recently.  Dr.  Isgur 
a graduate  of  Massachusetts  State  College,  has  been  a Service  employee  since 
1938. 

2.  Let's  give  farmers  all  the  help  possible  during  the  last  few  days  of  the 
signup  for  the  1957  Conservation  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank.  Deadline  for 
signing  Conservation  Reserve  contracts  to  begin  this  year  is  April  15.  Between 
October  195^  and  March  15  farmers  had  placed  more  thaij  4.7  million  acres  in 
the  Soil  Bank's  Conservation  Reserve. 

3.  We  have  received  word  that  the  Nebraska  Farmer  magazine  plans  to  use 
eight  of  the  picture  stories  entered  in  that  state's  photo  series  contest 
by  SCS  field  people.  The  magazine's  editor  was  one  of  the  contest  judges. 

4.  We're  mighty  happy  to  have  H.  N.  (Red)  Smith,  Texas  State  Conservationist, 
here  to  help  us  out  for  a spell  as  acting  assistant  administrator  for  manage- 
ment while  Van  Dersal  is  on  leave.  And  we've  been  so  pleased  with  the  help 

of  Hollis  Williams,  Arkansas  State  Conservationist,  who  has  been  acting,  that 
we've  asked  him  to  stay  till  after  our  budget  hearings  with  the  House  Appro- 
priation Committee  on  April  12.  Van,  by  the  way,  is  now  on  a trip  to  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  as  part  of  his  international  study  of  administration  of  con- 
servation programs  under  the  Rockefeller  grant. 
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5.  Georgia  SCD's  led  in  tree  planting  last  year.  District  cooperators 
in  that  state  planted  89,353  acres  to  trees  in  1958. 

6.  Three  additional  watershed  projects  have  been  approved  for  installation 
of  works  of  improvement.  They  are  the  Little  Youghiogheny  in  Maryland, 
which  required  congressional  action,  and  Lacamas  Creek  in  Washington  and 
Silver  Creek  in  South  Dakota,  which  did  not.  The  estimated  costs  of  the 

35  projects  now  approved  for  operations  is  $38,844,039^  of*  which  $17, 477^388 
is  nonfederal. 

7.  "Our  Farmlands  Are  Shrinking"  is  the  title  of  a May  Coronet  article 
by  me,  "as  told  to  Peter  Farb,"  that  will  be  issued  April  l6. 

8.  CONSERVATION  IRRIGATION  IN  HUMID  AREAS,  Agriculture  Handbook  No.  107, 
off  the  press  recently,  is  attracting  much  favorable  comment  and  fills  a 
long-felt  need  for  the  eastern  half  of  the  country.  Authors  are  T.  H. 
Quackenbush,  G.  M.  Renfro,  K.  H.  Beauchamp,  L.  F.  Lawhon  and  G.  W.  Eley, 
Service  irrigation  engineers.  Single  notification  copies  have  gone  to  all 
field  offices. 

9.  Fortune  Magazine's  April  issue  carries  "A  Strategy  for  Drought,"  an 
excellent  article  on  the  wind  erosion  area. 

10.  Strictly  new — On  March  11  twenty  five  supervisors  from  13  soil  conser- 

vation districts  in  northwestern  Ohio  flew  in  a chartered  plane  to  Washington. 
In  advance  they  said  they  had  no  "ax  to  grind";  they  just  wanted  to  see  what 
makes  Washington  "tick."  They  had  a short  visit  with  each  of  the  following 
in  the  Department:  Secretary  Benson;  Clarence  Ferguson  of  Extension;  Clay 

Stackhouse  and  H.  Larry  Manwaring,  CSS;  Gladwin  Young,  and  others,  in  my 
absence;  their  Congressmen  and  Senators. 

Darnell  Whitt,  Cecil  Wadleigh,  and  T.  W.  Edminster  of  ARS  had  a visit 
with  them,  too,  on  soil  problems  of  northwestern  Ohio. 

11.  The  March  24  Sunday  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  had  a two -page  Rotogravure 
Section  Photo  Story  on  Oklahoma's  Sandstone  Creek  Watershed,  The  front  page, 
entirely  taken  up  by  the  Watershed  feature,  carries  five  color  photographs, 

12.  Sam  Bondurant  is  another  state  conservationist  to  leave  our  ranks  of 
state  conservationists  in  recent  months  for  retirement  from  fine  careers 
in  the  service  of  the  federal  government.  They  had  a swell  party  for  him 
recently  at  Richmond.  I understand  Sam  is  now  planning  to  help  the  state 
soil  conservation  committee  as  a field  representative. 

13*  Boy  Scouts  of  America  have  made  SAVE  OUR  SOIL  the  theme  of  its  con- 
servation project  for  1958.  The  Service  has  been  asked  to  help  prepare  a 
kit  of  materials  on  soil  and  water  conservation  this  summer.  The  kit 
eventually  will  go  to  some  55 >000  scoutmasters  to  help  them  direct  local 
scout  conservation  activities.  Any  ideas  you  have  will  be  more  than  welcome. 
This  year's  project,  incidentally,  is  WILDLIFE  CONSERVATION  which  also 
involves  a lot  of  soil  and  water  conservation  angles  as  many  of  you  know 
from  your  work  with  local  Boy  Scout  groups. 
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ik.  The  three  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  Soil  Conservation  Districts  have 
purchased  50  acres  which  they  have  turned  over  to  the  ARS  to  he  used 
exclusively  for  soil,  water,  irrigation,  and  drainage  research.  All 
research  will  he  conducted  on  field  scale  basis  growing  the  major  economic 
crops  of  the  Valley. 

15.  Statistics  for  the  calendar  1956  showed  a slight  increase  in  the 
frequency  of  hoth  disabling  injuries  and  automobile  accidents.  While  the 
increase  is  not  serious  - it*s  a trend  in  the  wrong  direction. 

This  year  the  National  Safety  Council  is  sponsoring  a "Back  the 
Attack”  progrsun  against  automotive  accidents.  Most  of  the  automobile 
accidents  we  have  are  preventable  - if  we  drive  defensively.  Let's  con- 
centrate on  understanding  and  practicihg  defensive  driving,  or  as  someone 
has  aptly  put  it,  "Drive  as  though  the  other  driver  is  nuts."  And, 
speaking  from  personal  experience,  that's  sol 


Progress  report;  Pruning,  liming,  and  weed  spraying  conqpleted  in  the  back 
yard.  Now  come  fertilizer  and  the  lawnmowerl 

Forests  and  trees?  Next  time. 
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JUNE  5,  1956 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture — Soil  Conservation  Service 


In  recognition  of  distinguished  and  superior  service  to  American  agriculture,  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  employees  received  six  individual  awards  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.  These  awards  were  presented  June  5 at  ceremonies  on  the  Washington  Monument 
Grounds  of  our  Nation’s  Capital. 

Service  employees  received  five  unit  honor  awards  that  will  be  presented  at  local  cere- 
monies in  the  near  future. 

Distinguished  Service  Award:  Dr.  Lyle  T.  Alexander,  Chief  of  the  Soil  Survey  Labora- 
tories, Beltsville,  Md. 

Superior  Service  Award:  Clifton  L.  Etter,  Area  Conservationist,  Lamar,  Colo.;  Foster 
M.  Patton,  Work  Unit  Conservationist,  Cullman,  Ala.;  John  A.  Smart,  Area  Conservationist, 
Charlottesville,  Va.;  Robert  A.  Work,  Head,  Water  Supply  Forecasting  Section,  Portland, 
Oreg.;  Eugene  J.  Peterson,  Chief,  Training  and  Safety  Branch,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Unit  Award  for  Superior  Service:  Lonoke  Work  Unit,  Lonoke,  Ark.;  Beaver  City  Work 
Unit,  Beaver  City,  Nebr.;  Malad  Work  Unit,  Malad,  Idaho;  Lovell  Work  Unit,  Lovell,  Wyo.; 
Operations  Analysis  and  Records  Section,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Individual  award  winners  received  a trip  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  a certificate  of  citation, 
and  a handsome  medal.  Unit  award  winners  will  receive  a brass  plate  engraved  with  name  of 
the  unit  and  the  citation,  attached  to  a bronze  plaque  with  a silver  medal  recessed. 


Dr.  Alexander  was  honored  for  “success- 
fully using  soil  science  and  related  sciences 
to  advance  human  understanding  of  soil  for- 
mation, behavior,  and  use,  and  of  the  effects 
of  radioactive  materials  on  soils  and 
plants.” 

Dr.  Alexander  is  a world  leader  in  soil 
science.  In  addition,  he  has  become  an  out- 
standing expert  on  the  effects  of  radioactive 
fallout  from  nuclear  explosions.  This  phase 
of  his  work  has  required  many  overseas  study 
missions  and  field  researches. 

He  has  been  in  soils  wo!rk  in  the  Depart- 
ment since  1928  when  he  became  a junior  soil 
physicist  in  the  old  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and 
Soils  following  graduation  from  the  University 
of  Arkansas.  He  received  a Ph.  D.  from  the 
University  of  Maryland  in  1935.  Dr.  Alexander 
was  born  at  Athens,  Tex.  He  is  author  of 
more  than  43  technical  publications.  He  is  a 
Fellow  of  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy 
and  a member  of  the  American  Chemical 
Society,  Soil  Science  Society  of  America, 
International  Society  of  Soil  Science,  and 
Sigma  Xi. 


Lyle  T.  Alexander 


Clifton  L.  Etter 

The  awa^rd  to  Mr.  Etter  is  for  “extraordi- 
nary skill  in  the  solution  of  sand  dune  and 
other  severe  wind-erosion  problems  of  the 
Great  Plains.’* 

Few  men  in  the  Service  have  contributed 
more  to  soil  conservation  in  the  southern 
Great  Plains  than  Cliff  Etter.  He  joined  the 
old  Soil  Erosion  Service  in  1935  at  Dalhart, 
Tex.,  as  a trainee.  He  quickly  became  an 
outstanding  trouble  shooter. 

Mr.  Etter  received  his  first  recognition  as 
a sand -dune -control  expert  when  he  was  de- 
tailed to  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in  1939 
during  construction  of  the  John  Martin  Dam 
across  the  Arkansas  River  near  Lamar , Colo. 
He  solved  a sand- dune -stabilization  problem 
that  permitted  relocation  of  more  than  20 
miles  of  Santa  Fe  Railroad  track  at  an  esti- 
mated saving  of  $1.5  million. 

Mr.  Etter  has  worked  with  farmers  and 
ranchers  and  agricultural  leaders  in  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  and  Colorado  in  the  development 
of  sound  plans  for  soil  stabilization.  He  is  an 
outstanding  authority  on  the  program  needs  of 
the  southern  High  Plains  to  make  it  a stable 
agricultural  area.  In  his  part  of  the  country, 
remedial  measures  proposed  for  the  Great 
Plains  are  called  the  “Etter  Plan.’’ 

He  has  been  area  conservationist  at  Lamar 
since  1952.  He  was  born  at  Davidson,  Okla., 
and  grew  up  in  the  panhandle  of  that  State.  He 
graduated  from  Panhandle  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  in  1934. 


Mr.  Patton  won  an  award  for  “unusually 
effective  leadership  and  training  of  personnel, 
which  resulted  in  outstanding  work  perform- 
ance.’ ’ 

Between  July  1,  1946,  and  June  30,  1955, 
Mr.  Patton  attained  high-quality  production 
while  doing  an  effective  personnel  training 
job. 

During  the  9-year  period,  personnel  of  the 
work  unit  averaged  145  farm  conservation 
plans  per  year.  They  helped  farmers  prepare 
1,285  plans  covering  99,046  acres  in  a unit 
where  farms  are  small  and  agriculture  is 
highly  diversified. 

Every  week  for  9 years  the  unit  has  pre- 
pared a news  story  for  local  newspapers.  The 
unit  established  3,390  water-disposal  areas 
of  such  high  quality  that  SCS  technicians  from 
3 States  were  sent  to  see  them. 

Other  accomplishments  include:  883  miles 
of  terraces  on  8,830  acres;  323  farm  ponds; 
9,877  acres  of  lespedeza  sericea,  which  has 
become  the  main  hay  crop;  and  seed  saving 
that  has  resulted  in  widespread  plantings  of 
Kentucky-31  fescue  and  other  grass  crops. 

Four  technicians  trained  by  Mr.  Patton  have 
been  promoted  to  work  unit  conservationists 
at  other  locations. 

A native  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Patton  has  worked 
in  that  State  for  the  Service  since  1935  ex- 
cept for  2 years  in  Puerto  Rico.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Alabama 
in  1927. 


Foster  M.  Patton 
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The  award  to  Mr.  Smart  is  for  effective- 
ness in  stimulating  employees,  district  su- 
pervisors, and  agricultural  leaders  to  pro- 
mote and  gain  enthusiastic  support  of  soil 
conservation  within  the  State. 

Mr.  Smart’s  services  in  soil  and  water 
conservation  extend  beyond  the  area  and 
State.  He  has  been  able  to  reach  many  men 
of  influence  and  get  them  to  understand  and 
appreciate  the  philosophy  of  conservation  and 
of  soil  conservation  districts. 

Much  of  the  present  statewide  and  region- 
wide conservation  leader  ship  stems  from  Mr. 
Smart’s  efforts.  Three  of  the  six  men  who 
have  been  chairmen  of  the  State  association 
of  districts  are  from  his  area.  Four  of  the 
five  State  winners  in  the  Spencer  Chemical 
Co.  speaking  contest  are  from  his  area. 
Districts  in  his  area  won  first  place  in  the 
Goodyear  contest  in  1955,  and  second  place 
in  1954. 

Mr.  Smart,  a native  of  Virginia,  received 
a B.  A.  degree  from  Berea  College  in  1929 
and  an-M.  S.  degree  in  agricultural  education 
from  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  in  1932. 
He  taught  vo-ag  before  joining  the  Soil  Eros- 
ion Service  in  1934.  He  has  been  at  Char- 
lottesville since  1936  and  area  conserva- 
tionist since  1952. 


Mr.  Peterson,  who  has  been  in  his  present 
job  since  1947,  received  an  award  for  “meri- 
torious accomplishments’’  in  developing  an 
effective  system  of  inter -State  training  cen- 
ters. 

Mr.  Peterson’s  persistent,  patient  staff 
work  was  a primary  factor  in  establishing 
four  inter -State  training  centers  to  replace 
regional  training  centers  that  were  abolished 
by  reorganization  of  the  Service. 

Aside  from  helping  to  sell  operating  offi- 
cials on  the  need  for  training  centers,  as 
opposed  to  exclusive  use  of  apprentice -type 
training,  Mr.  Peterson  worked  with  commit- 
tees to  develop  the  course  of  study.  He  helped 
select  and  train  instructors,  develop  sched- 
ules, and  provide  the  physical  plants,  sup- 
plies, and  equipment. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  regional  training  officer 
at  Milwaukee  from  1943.  to  1947.  He  began 
his  Government  career  in  1933  as  a CCC 
staff  member.  Mr.  Peterson  was  born  at 
Chicago,  111.  He  received  a B.  S.  in  civil 
engineering  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
in  1931.  John  A,  Smart 


3 


Robert  A.  Work 

Robert  A.  Work’s  award  is  for  “developing 
a water-supply  forecasting  program  that  has 
provided  advanced  information  to  water  user s 
on  probable  water  supplies.’’ 

Mr.  Work  is  a nationally  recognized  leader 
in  snow  surveying.  His  outstanding  accom- 
plishments include: 

Developing  an  effective  system  of  snow 
courses  and  methodology  that  provides  ad- 
vanced information  on  water  supplies  in  the 
Western  States. 

Assembling  various  water  interests  in  a 
coordinated  effort  to  collect  and  disseminate 
water-supply  information. 

Stimulating  interest  in  experimenting  with 
snow-measuring  equipment  and  over-snow 
machines. 

Developing  a training  program  and  safety 
measures  to  safeguard  the  lives  of  personnel 
engaged  in  hazardous  mountain  travel  under 
adverse  conditions. 

Mr.  Work  became  a Department  employee 
in  1929  and  joined  the  Service  in  1939.  He 
was  born  at  Denton,  Tex.  He  graduated  from 
the  University  of  California  in  1927. 


The  Beaver  City  Work  Unit  (Nebraska)  re- 
ceived an  award  for  achieving  an  outstanding 
work  performance  through  consistent,  well- 
organized,  and  scheduled  workload  in  pro- 
moting, planning,  and  applying  a conservation 


program  in  the  Beaver-Sappa  Soil  Conserva- 
tion District. 

The  Beaver  City  Work  Unit  staff  for  the 
past  5 years  has  been  in  the  top  5 percent  of 
Nebraska  work  units  in  production  per  man. 
The  2 -man  staff  has  made  an  outstanding 
record  with  only  a small  amount  of  tempo- 
rary help  and  a little  technical  assistance 
from  outside  the  unit. 

Mr.  Fausch  and  Mr.  Franklin  are  in  the 
field  nearly  every  working  day.  They  have 
a full  day’s  schedule  at  hand  when  they  leave 
the  office.  They  seldom  go  to  the  field 
together,  but  use  farmers  for  rodmen  and 
persuade  contractors  to  help  stake  out  work 
and  mark  stakes. 

Mr.  Fausch  and  Mr.  Franklin  have  applied 
more  terracing  than  has  been  applied  in  any 
other  area  of  equal  size  in  their  part  of  the 
State  despite  ridicule  that  was  directed  at 
these  pioneers  in  this  practice  by  some 
farmers.  In  all,  they  have  helped  farmers 
establish  about  2,270  miles  of  terraces. 

Some  of  their  other  major  accomplishments 
in  the  past  5 years;  170  erosion  control  and 
livestock  water  dams;  more  than  1,000  acres 
of  land  leveling  for  irrigation;  more  than 
68,000  acres  staked  for  contouring;  306  acres 
of  field  and  farmstead  windbreaks;  pasture 
seeding  on  7,000  acres;  50  miles  of  irrigation 
laterals;  and  34  miles  of  diversion  ditches. 

They  have  carried  on  an  effective  informa- 
tion program,  including  weekly  stories  in  the 
local  newspapers. 


Only  two  permanent  employees  serve  tne  Beaver  City 
Work  Unit:  Harold  K.  Fausch,  left,  Work  Unit  Con- 
servationist; and  Edwin  H.  Franklin,  Soil  Conserv- 
ation Aid. 
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The  award  to  the  Lonoke  Work  .Unit 
(Arkansas)  is  for  effectiveness  in  using 
community  leadership  and  recognition  to 
motivate  cooperators  to  apply  maximum 
amounts  of  conservation  work. 

In  1955  the  work  unit  boosted  application  of 
conservation  measures  148  percent  over 


1954.  This  was  more  than  9 times  the  average 
increase  for  the  State.  The  unit  recorded  2.98 
production  points  per  man,  more  than  twice 
the  State  average. 

The  unit  serviced  249  district  cooperators 
and  helped  farmers  prepare  89  basic  con- 
servation plans  covering  10,024  acres. 


Members  of  the  Lonoke  Work  Unit,  standing,  from  left:  Clarence  E.  Cochran  and  James  E.  Weaver,  Engineering  Aids;  seated  from  left: 
Ralph  E.  Hammond,  Engineering  Aid;  Elwyn  O.  Christopher.  Soil  Conservationist;  Henry  C.  White,  Work  Unit  Conservationist;  Mrs. 


Willie  H.  Story,  Clerk-Typist. 

Production  accomplishments  included:  33 
miles  of  open  drains  on  2,995  acres;  270 
irrigation  wells  providing  water  for  20,000 
acres  of  crops;  land  leveling  on  3,321  acres; 
border  irrigation,  chiefly  for  rice,  on  18,146 


acres,  including  28  miles  of  above-ground 
canals;  furrow  irrigation  systems,  chiefly  for 
cotton,  on  9,503  acres;  pasture  planting  on 
2,713  acres;  12  irrigation  reservoirs  storing 
3,366  acre-feet  of  water;  88  farm  ponds. 
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The  Lovell  Work  Unit  (Wyoming)  received 
an  award  for  “ sustained  high-level  production 
achieved  through  exc  ellent  work  organization, 
initiative,  teamwork,  and  use  of  numerous 
local  resources.” 

Since  organization  of  the  Shoshone  Soil 
Conservation  District  in  1945,  the  Lovell 
Work  Unit  has  consistently  been  one  of  the 
highest  producing  units  in  Wyoming.  Of  the  414 
farm  operators  in  the  unit,  350  (nearly  85 
percent)  are  cooperating  with  the  district. 
Three  hundred  of  them  are  applying  basic 
plans. 

All  farming  land  is  irrigated.  Much  of  it 
consists  of  heavy  soils  on  which  seepage  and 
alkali  problems  are  common. 

Outstanding.  accomplishments  include: 


drainage  on  7,200  acres  (39,000  linear  feet 
of  closed  drain  and  87  miles  of  open  drain); 
land  leveling  on  7,500  acres;  800  irrigation 
structures;  7,600  acres  cleared  and  put  under 
irrigation;  controlled  leaching  for  toxic  salt 
reduction  on  10,000  acres. 

The  Shoshone  district  won  the  State  Good- 
year award  in  1954.  The  award  was  based  in 
part  on  the  large  number  of  local  groups 
cooperating  with  the  district.  These  in- 
clude the  Big  Horn  County  ASC  Committee,  4 
local  drainage  districts,  2 irrigation  dis- 
tricts, 4 canal  companies,  local  schools  and 
vo-ag  departments,  and  several  agricultural 
organizations  such  as  the  Farm  Bureau, 
Farmers  Cooperative,  and  the  Great  Western 
Sugar  Company. 


Members  of  the  Lovell  Work  Unit,  from  left:  George  M.  Danielson,  Work  Unit  Conservationist;  Reid  M.  Cutler,  Engineering  Aid;  and 

D.  Gordon  Despain,  Conservation  Aid. 
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Members  of  the  Malad  Work  Unit  Staff,  from  left:  Floyd  W.  Dorius,  Work  Unit  Conservationist;  Glen  H.  Spahr,  Conservation  Aid;  Joy  I. 
Pierce,  Engineering  Aid;  and  seated.  Marguerite  Pierce,  Clerk- Typist,  Gene  Fiala,  Engineer  on  the  staff,  is  not  shown. 


The  award  to  the  Malad  Work  Unit  (Idaho) 
is  based  on  soil  and  water  conservation  work 
that  has  increased  the  average  annual  gross 
income  of  farmers  in  the  Oneida  Soil  Con- 
servation District  by  more  than  $ 1 million. 

Members  of  the  unit  have  helped  461 
cooperators  on  dryland  and  irrigated  farms 
and  rangelands. 

Outstanding  accomplishments  include;  100 
storage  reservoirs  (92  of  them  for  overnight 
storage);  207  miles  of  farm  ditches  benefiting 
25,000  acres;  dryland  grasses  and  legumes 
seeded  on  60,000  acres  for  range  improve- 
ment; drainage  on  500  acres;  annual  turn 
under  of  green  manure  on  11,000  acres; 


stubble  mulching  on  38,000  acres;  contouring 
on  8,000  acres;  stripcropping  on 4, 198  acres. 

Grass  is  now  us.ed  in  85  percent  of  all 
irrigated  and  dryland  seedings.  Each  year 
5,200  acres  are  planted  to  rotation  hay  and 
pasture  where  before  the  rotation  was  grain- 
fallow. 

The  unit  carries  on  an  effective  information 
program  and  has  been  successful  in  enlisting 
the  support  of  community  organizations  and 
agencies.  Items  appear  regularly  in  the  news- 
papers. Work  with  schools  started  in  1946. 
Essay  and  poster  contests  in  grade  schools 
and  classroom  and  fieldwork  by  vo-ag  stu- 
dents are  continuing  activities. 
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Members  of  the  Operations  Analysis  and  Records  Section,  from  left:  First  row — Jeraldine  Pogue,  Ruby  P.  Townsley,  and  Dorothy  G.  Long, 
Statistical  Clerks;  and  Helene  H.  Reid,  Statistical  Assistant.  Second  row--Robert  E.  Laramy,  Jr.,  Soil  Conservationist:  Louise  E. 
Zuefle,  Clerk-Stenographer;  Margaret  M.  Enright,  Statistical  Clerk;  Dorothy  B.  Plakas,  Clerk;  and  H.  James  Ferris,  Soil  Conserva- 
tionist. Third  row--Eldon  T.  Harden,  Soil  Conservationist;  Robert  W.  Rogers,  Soil  Conservationist  in  Charge;  and  T.  A.  Neubauer,  SoU, 


Conservationist. 

The  Operations  Analysis  and  Records  Sec- 
tion (Washington,  D.  C.)  received  an  award 
for  “leadership  in  developing  and  installing 
a national  records  system,  and  for  superior 
assistance  to  Washington  and  State  offices  in 
analyzing  and  using  reports  data.” 

In  2 years  personnel  of  this  section  com- 
pletely overhauled  the  records  reporting 
'system,  issued  a handbook,  and  helped 
field  offices  establish  and  use  the  new 
system. 


Personnel  of  the  section  took  the  leader- 
ship in  a series  of  field  meetings  that  led  to 
better  understanding  of  the  purposes  of  rec- 
ords and  reports  and  Service-wide  accept- 
ance of  their  place  in  operations  management. 

They  gave  outstanding  assistance  to  State 
offices  in  analyzing  reports  and  using  the 
data  for  management.  They  prepared  numer- 
ous special  reports  for  the  Washington  staff, 
Department  officials,  members  of  Congress, 
and  other  agencies  of  Government. 


40 -Year  Awards 

F our  employee  s received  40-year  length-of-  service  pins  and  certifi- 
cates. They  are  Ernest  Carnes,  Deputy  State  Conservationist,  Columbia, 
S.  C.;  Clyde  L.  Deardorff,  Soil  Scientist,  Field  Correlation  Staff,  Port- 
land, Oreg.;  Henry  C.  Noll,  Photographer,  Beltsville,  Md.;and  Jesse  V. 
Rabb,  Soil  Conservationist,  Mansfield,  La.,  (retired  April  30). 
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FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES 


AUSTIN  L.  PATRICK 


T.  L.  GASTON,  JR. 
Great  Plains  Area 


CYRIL  LUKER 
West  Area 


DONALD  A.  WILLIAMS 
Administrator 


GLADWIN  E.  YOUNG 
Deputy  Administrator 


raRI.B.  BROWN 
Director 

Planning  Division 


T.  C,  GREEN 
Chief  - Conservation 
Needs  and  Records  Branch 


ALFRED  M. -HEDGE 
Chief  • Farm  and  Ranch 
Planning  Branch 


JOHN  H.  WETZa 
Chief ' Watershed 
Planning  Branch 


GEORGE  R.  PHILLIPS 
Chief  • River  Basins  Branch 


m 


C.  J.  FRANCIS 
Director 

Engineering  Division 


L H. GRAHAM 
Director 

Plant  Technology  Division 


L V.  COMPTON 
Biology 


F.  G.  RENNER 


Range  Conservation 


T.  B.  PUIR 

Woodland  Conservation 


CHARLES  E.  KELLOGG 


ROY  D.  HOCKENSMITH 
Director 

Soil  Survey  Operations 


ROY  W.  SIMONSON 
Director  ■ Soil 

Classification  and  Correlation 


GEORGE  J.  CASPAR 
Chief 

Reproduction  Branch 


GUY  0.  SMITH 
Director  ■ Soil  Survey 
Investigations 
Act  Director -Soil  Survey 
Interpretations 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 

OFFICE  STAFF  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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RAYMOND  W.  HEINEN  HENRY  D.  ABBOT  GLENN  K.  RULE 

Assistant  to  Administrator  Assistant  to  Administrator  Executive  Assistant  Programs  Appraisal 

to  Administrator  and  Internal  Audit 


JAMES  E,  GATES 


ALVIN  C.  WATSON 
Director 

Administrative  Services  Division 


RALPH  C.  WRIGHT 
Deputy  Director 
Adm.  Services  Division 


E.  J.  THOMAS 
Chief  ■ Equipment  and 
Property  Mgmt.  Branch 


JOHN  I.  SHERMAN 
Chief  - Procurement 
Management  Branch 


R.  B.  HEENAN 

Chief  -Records  Management 
and  Communications  Branch 


C.  S.  STARR  JR. 
Chief  • Real  Estate  and 
Space  Mgmt,  Branch 


m 

WILLIAM  R.  VAN  DERSAL 

■ 


Wh 

VERNA  C.  MOHAGEN  CARL  H.  CORNY 

rn 

D.  HARPER  SIMMS 

Management  Division  Budget  and  Finance  Division 

IP" 

T.  8.  GARDINER  R.  L GEIGER  JR. 

Chief  • Classification  Deputy  Director 

Information  Division 

F.  GLENNON  LOYD 
Deputy  Director 

and  Organization  Branch  Budget  and  Finance  Division 

CARL  A.  LINDSTROM  MARK  W.  THOMAS 

Information  Division 

IIIS~ 

RUTH  NOROIN 

Employment  Branch  Accounts  Branch 

E.  J,  PETERSON  LAURENCE  E.  LYMAN 

and  Editorial  Branch 
R.  B.  BRANSTEAO 

and  Training  Branch  Budget  Branch 

OGDEN  W.  GREENE  R-  E.  KENNARO 

Chief  Chief 

Employee  Relations  Branch  Fiscal  Examining  Branch 

Information  Branch 

wJ 

ADRIAN  C.  FOX 
Chief 

Educational  Relations  Branch 
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Administratively  Confidential 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 
Washington  25,  D.  C, 


June  29,  1956 


To: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 


From:  D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1969 


Subject:  C\irrent  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


A year  ago  I said  a vord  or  two  about  planning  our  leave  because  we  can 
profit  by  rest  and  relaxation.  I am  now  heeding  that  good  advice  by 
talcing  almost  the  next  two  weeks  off. 

main  aim  is  to  keep  out  of  telephone  reach  as  much  as  possible.  Need- 
less to  say,  ray  wife's  got  a few  things  for  me  to  do  at  home  before  we 
take  to  the  road. 

We  plan  to  visit  my  brother  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  take  in  the  NASCD  meeting 
at  Atlanta,  and  then  spend  a few  days  in  or  near  the  Smoky  Mountains. 

Other  developments: 

1.  The  full  House  Agric\ilture  Committee  held  a hearing  yesterday  on  the 
Great  Plains  program.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson,  Deputy  ACPS  Adminis- 
trator Fred  Ritchie  and  I testified.  At  the  friendly  hearing,  Peterson 
stressed  the  basic  importance  of  the  leadership  of  soil  conservation  dis- 
tricts, and  of  the  conservation  farm  plan  based  on  lend  capabilities  as 

a foundation  for  a long  range  program  in  the  wind  erosion  area. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  and  I will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Great 
Plains  Coimcil  at  Fort  CoU-ins,  July  23,  and  spend  the  next  several  days 

at  field  locations  in  Colorado  and  Nebraska. 

3.  The  HoTise  Subcommittee  on  Agricultural  Appropriations  plans  to  attend 
the  Third  Annual  Watershed  Congress  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  in  September.  After 
the  Congress,  the  subcommittee  members  will  visit  Nebraska,  Iowa,  and 
Minnesota. 

4.  We  have  con5)leted  setting  up  a River  Basins  Branch  in  the  Planning  Divi- 
sion with  George  R.  Phillips  in  charge.  This  unit  will  give  leeidership  on 
such  broad  interstate  surveys  as  the  Lower  Mississippi,  Upper  Colorauio,  and 
Delaware  River. 

5.  Senate  Public  Works  Committee  has  scheduled  a hearing  July  3 011  the 
House-passed  Poage  bill  which  would  amend  Public  Law  ^GG, 
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6.  Noted  in  the  multllithed  newsletter  of  the  Wells  County,  North  Dakota, 

SCD  that  99  cooperating  farmers  set  out  150,772  trees  last  spring  for 
shelterbelts,  windbreaks,  and  wildlife  plantings. 

7.  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a complete  farm  conservation  plan  in  opera- 
tion last  week  on  the  4,500  acre  State  Prison  farm  near  Goochland,  Va,  Our 
technicians  had  worked  out  the  plan  with  Manager  Meyer  Royster  several  years 
ago  and  have  assisted  him  since.  After  I had  seen  the  apparent  benefits  I 
wondered  why  we  don't  have  a more  ready  answer  for  those  who  question  the 
need  for  or  the  worth  of  a coii^jlete  farm  conservation  plan.  My  hat's  off 

to  our  Virginia  SCS  technicians  who  helped  with  such  a job. 

8.  The  four  Cass  Co\mty,  North  Dakota,  Soil  Conservation  Districts  have  gone 
together  and  issued  a 28-page  printed  "10  Year  Progress  Report."  Seventy-two 
merchants  in  the  county  defrayed  the  cost  of  the  illustrated  publication. 

9.  The  "40  year"  USDA  awards  that  recently  went  to  four  SCS  people  raised 
the  question  of  who  are  the  five  SCS  employees  with  the  longest  terms  of 
service.  In  other  words,  the  first  five  employees  of  the  old  Soil  Erosion 
Service  who  are  still  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service.  Lee  Geiger,  who 
compiled  "A  Chronological  History  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and 
Related  Events,"  offers  the  following: 


Name 

Entrance  on  Duty 

Present  Location 

Kenneth  P.  Blair 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
November  7;  1933 

Albuquerque,  N.  Nex 

Courtland  B.  Manifold 

Washington,  D.  C.  (For 
Knoxville,  Tenn.) 
November  % 1933 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Thomas  S . Buie 

Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 
November  15^  1933 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

Gerald  E.  Ryerson 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin 
November  l6,  1933 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Clyde  E.  Deardoff 

Pullman,  Washington 
November ' 22 , 1933 

Portland,  Oreg. 

If  anyone  has  any  earlier  candidate  or  candidates 
acknowledge  them  in  a subsequent  issue. 

to  present,  we  will 

10.  Have  a big  but  good  Fourth  of  Julyl 


(NBC  Farm  & Home  Hour  Saturday,  July  7 , will  feature  farm  pond  values  in 
fire  control.  Two  cooperators  with  Maine  SCD's  help  tell  the  story.) 


P.S.  Enclosed  for  your  use  is  a copy  of  the  picturial  chart  of  the  Washington 
staff.  Also  enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  writeup  of  the  195^  Honor  Awards. 


Enc , 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 


Washington  2^,  D.  C 
June  20,  1957 


To: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


^ DEfT.  OF  ACRiCULTURE 
NATIONAL  AGBICULTURAL  UBRARY 


Prom:  D.  A.  Williams , Administrator 


'''PR  7 1969 

CUMt£NT  SESlAl  RECORDS 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


At  Secretary  Benson's  luncheon  for  his  staff  and  agency  heatds  last  week  I 
had  opportunity  to  report  on  our  small  watershed  work.  We  estimate  that 
13d  upstream  dams  coxid>ined  with  land  treatment  measures  on  the  Upper  Trinity 
Watershed  of  Texas  prevented  damage  of  $1  million  to  va3J.ey  bottoms  in 
tribut£u:*y  watersheds.  If  all  of  the  planned  work  for  the  Upper  Trinity 
(1,116  detention  dams  and  land  treatment  measures)  had  been  completed,  we 
estimated  that  $8,800,000  in  upstream  damages  would  have  been  prevented. 

At  the  limcheon  we  showed  the  short  film  of  the  flood-hit  Dallas -Fort  Worth, 
the  Seui  Antonio  and  Houston  areas  of  Texas.  Our  Information  Division  has 
released  this  nationally  to  TV  stations  through  the  Department's  Television 
Service . 

I also  had  opportunity  to  mention  briefly  the  examinations  made  by  120  work 
units  in  Texas  regarding  moisture  penetration  from  the  heavy  May  storms. 

The  field  examinations  included  120  paired  samples  on  protected  and  unpro- 
tected land  under  otherwise  similar  conditions. 

Our  Texas  work  units  found,  for  example,  that  on  cropland  where  a combina- 
tion of  conservation  practices  was  in  effect,  the  average  depth  of  moisture 
penetration  was  82  inches,  conq9€u:*ed  with  50  inches  on  the  same  soil  without 
conservation  treatment. 

Other  Developments: 

1.  Another  stalwart  in  the  state  conservationists'  ranks  is  retiring. 
Hubbard  K.  Gayle,  idio  has  headed  our  work  in  Kentucky  since  1939>  retires 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  Gayle  has  been  in  agricultural  work  since  191^ 
when  he  was  graduated  from  Mississippi  A.  Sb  M.  College.  Hub's  successor 
is  Herschel  E.  Hecker,  a 1933  graduate  of  Ohio  State  University  ^o  has 
held  field  positions  with  the  Service  in  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Wisconsin. 
Herschel,  ^o  has  been  with  the  Service  since  1935 > has  been  working  with 
several  states  on  water  problems  since  the  first  of  the  year.  Just  prior 
to  then  he  was  an  assistant  state  conservationist  under  Gayle.  At  Lexington 
last  week  I had  opportunity  to  personally  wish  Hub  the  best. 
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2.  Oscar  Bruce  reports  that  Missouri  nov  has  a lav  authorizing  the  forma- 
tion of  sub-districts  within  soil  conservation  districts  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  watershed  protection,  flood  prevention,  and  water  utiliza- 
tion projects.  The  act,  passed  by  the  legislature  as  an  amendiaent  to  the 
districts  enabling  act,  empowers  the  sub-district  to  levy  on  real  estate 
within  the  sub-district  to  finance  local  costs.  A board  of  three  trustees 
would  be  elected  to  act  as  agents  for  the  board  of  district  supervisors 
in  carrying  out  the  objectives  of  each  sub-district. 

3*  We  can  thank  Prof.  Dr.  C.  H.  Edelman  and  Dr.  J.  M.  van  Staveren,  of 
Netherlands,  for  a better  perspective  of  our  drainage  and  land  reclamation 
problems.  At  the  conclusion  of  a month's  tour  of  our  coastal  areas. 

Dr.  Edelman  reviewed  the  two  scientists'  observations  with  SCS  and  USDA 
leaders  here.  Comparing  U.  S.  wet  soils  with  those  of  Holland,  he  noted 
that  some  of  our  coastal  soils  have  great  potentialities  for  development 
and  others  promise  only  failxure  to  agricultural  efforts.  In  several  States 
he  found  unsuccessful  attempts  to  farm  a type  of  "mud-clay"  that  turns  to 
worthless  "cat-clay"  when  dry — everywhere,  that  is,  except  in  Texas.  There 
it  turns  to  "tiger-clay."  Anyway,  the  point  is  that  drainage,  like  other 
land-use  measTxres,  needs  always  to  be  guided  by  careful  consideration  of 
land  capability. 

4.  On  my  recent  trip  to  Iowa,  I had  opportunity  to  meet  with  the  SCD's  works 
committee  for  the  Little  Sioux,  which  is  one  of  the  11  authorized  watersheds. 

I was  pleased  to  observe  that  local  people  are  aissuming  Increasing  responsi- 
bility as  the  project  moves  forward. 

I also  found  time  to  visit  with  J.  S.  Russell  of  Des  Moines,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America.  In  this  connection,  let 
me  mention  again  that  I feel  that  each  of  us  can  Improve  ourselves  pro- 
fessionally by  membership  in  and  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the 
SCSA.  I understand  that  the  Society's  annual  meeting  at  Asilomar,  Calif., 
Aiogust  29  - September  1,  will  be  a lively  one,  with  water  its  principal  theme. 

6.  We  should  know  soon  what  our  operating  budget  for  the  19^  fiscal  year 
will  be.  House-Senate  conferees  will  resolve  differences  between  the  House - 
and  Senate-passed  appropriation  bills  for  the  Department. 

Our  May  10  letter  outlined  the  bill  as  passed  by  the  House  on  May  19* 

That  called  for  a consolidated  appropriation  of  $93^  million  for  all  soil 
and  water  conservation  activities  of  the  Department. 

The  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  June  11  restored  the  individual  appropria- 
tion items  for  soil  and  water  conservation.  In  the  Senate  version  the  SCS 
items  are  at  the  btjdget  estimate  level.  Our  January  19  letter  carried  the 
President's  budget  recomnendatlons  for  the  Service. 

The  House -pcutsed  measure  indicated  $20  million  for  the  Great  Plains 
Conservation  Program  in  19^^  while  the  Senate  bill  called  for  only  $10 
million. 
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7.  Recent  soil  conservation  issues:  Lewiston  (Minn.)  Journal;  Hastings 

Hetr.)  Daily  Tribune;  Daily  Idahonian,  Moscow,  Idaho;  Coeur  d'Alene 
Idaho)  Press;  Taylor  (Tex.)  Daily  Press;  Marysville  (Kans.)  Advocate; 

Okanogan  (Wash.)  Independent;  Mineola  (Tex.)  Monitor;  LaGrange  (Tex.) 
Journal;  Carrizo  Springs  (Tex.)  Javelin;  Hamilton  (Tex.)  Herald -News; 
Comanche  (Tex.)  Chief;  Heppner  (Oreg.)  Gazette  Times;  YoaJtum  (Tex.) 

Herald -Times;  Wortham  (Tex.)  Journal;  Ridge  Citizen,  Johnston,  S.  C.; 
Gallatin  County  Tribune,  Bozeman,  Mont.;  Girard-Lake  City-Fairview  (Pa.) 
Cosmopolite  Herald;  Cambridge  Springs  (Pa.)  Enterprise-News;  Edinboro  (Pa.) 
Independent;  Waterford  (Pa.)  Leader;  Union  City  (Pa.)  Times -Enterprise; 
Cleburne  (Tex.)  Times -Review;  Boerne  (Tex.)  St&r;  Menard  (Tex.)  News; 
Gainesville  (Tex.)  Daily  Register;  Whitesboro  (Tex.)  News-Record;  Sherman 
(Tex.)  Democrat;  Muenster  (Tex.)  Enterprise;  Goldthwaite  (Tex.)  Eagle; 

Jack  County  iferald,  Jacksboro,  Tex. 

8.  On  Tuesday  I toured  Ohio's  Upper  Hocking  Pilot  Watershed  with  approxi- 
mately 30  executives,  including  vice  presidents  and  sales  managers,  of  the 
farm  equipment  industry.  This  was  the  first  time  many  of  the  industry 
people  had  observed  the  small  watershed  work  and  seen  how  it  ties  in 

to  the  Nation's  soil  and  water  conservation  program.  At  lunch  I talked 
about  the  program  and  its  relation  to  the  farm  equipment  industry.  Our 
Jerry  Ryerson  arranged  the  tour  in  cooperation  with  the  conservation  com- 
mittee of  the  Farm  Equipment  Institute. 

9«  We  will  have  three  identical  soil  and  water  conservation  demonstration 
exhibits  at  the  National  Jamboree  of  the  Boy  Scouts  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa., 
July  12  to  l8.  The  NASCD  is  providing  50,000  polyethylene  souvenir  bags 
of  "Hallowed  Soil  from  Valley  Forge"  for  the  boys  who  visit  our  displays. 

10.  Deputy  Administrator  Toung,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee,  showed  our  Texas  flood  TV  film  for  members  at  the  Capitol  Wednes- 
day. He  also  discussed  informally  how  the  small  watershed  work  is  measuring 
iQ)  to  expectations. 

11.  I enjoyed  a nice  visit  with  State  office  folks  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
this  Wednesday.  Also,  had  a fine  conference  with  Herb  Eagon,  Director  of 
Ohio's  Depeurtment  of  Natural  Resources. 


P.S.  Calendar  1957  is  about  half  gone.  How  do  you  stax^  accomplishment 
wise  as  far  ais  your  1957  work  plan  is  concerned? 
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Administratively  Confidential 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 
Washington  25 > D.  C, 


July  1,  1957 


U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRtCULTUKL 


To: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 


NATIONAL  AGRICULTORAl  LIBkAM 


From: 


D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 


APR  7 1969 


Subject:  Current  Developments 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


We  begin  fiscal  1958  with  plenty  to  do# 

Demands  for  help  in  districts  axe  at  an  all-time  high,  and  we  have  42  more 
districts  to  work  with  than  we  did  a year  ago# 

Small  watershed  work  under  P.  L#  566  is  under  way  in  earnest#  As  of  today 
dirt  was  flying,  or  about  to,  on  30  projects  that  had  reached  the  construc- 
tion stage# 

Upstream  watershed  protection  and  land  treatment  passed  the  test  with  fly- 
ing colors  in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  in  spots  of  the  Midwest  where  "goose 
drownders"  struck  this  spring#  We  now  have  a total  of  712  P.  L#  566  applica- 
tions, 165  of  them  submitted  in  fiscal  1957*  I understand  that  approximately 
200  additional  applications  have  been  received  by  state  agencies,  so  the 
number  will  soon  be  pushing  the  1,000  mark#  The  total  now  approved  for 
planning  is  268,  and  42  have  been  approved  for  operations# 

We're  ready  to  kick  off  the  Great  Plains  Conservation  Program  when  Congress 
settles  on  the  size  of  the  appropriation  for  fiscal  '58#  Assistant  Secretary 
Peterson  has  cleared  the  regulations  and  operating  procedures# 

Our  responsibilities  in  connection  with  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
and  the  Conservation  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank  continue# 

Again,  I want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  the  generous  efforts  to  help  keep 
abreast  of  the  demands  on  us,  and  am  counting  on  you  to  help  raise  our  fiscal 
1958  accomplishments  to  record  levels# 

Other  Developments: 

1.  I'd  like  for  all  of  you  to  study  revised  Memo  SCS -23  on  Farm  and  Ranch 
Planning  issued  June  6#  As  stated  in  the  memoreindum:  "The  foremost  responsi- 
bility of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  is  in  assisting  farmers  and  ranchers 
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achieve,  on  the  land,  sound  soil  and  water  conservation  programs  which 
resiilt  from  developing  and  applying  basic  conservation  plans."  This  holds 
equally  true  in  our  reg\ilar  soil  conservation  districts  operations  and  in 
watershed  projects  or  other  areas  of  assistance.  As  our  technical  work 
loewi  continues  to  increase- -in  total  and  per  man — we  have  to  strive  for 
utmost  efficiency  in  planning,  as  well  as  in  all  of  our  operations.  Poli- 
cies outlined  in  revised  SCS-23  provide  flexibility  to  permit  each  State 
Conservationist  to  develop  effective  operating  procediires  for  farm  and 
ranch  conservation  planning  assistance  in  his  State. 

2.  It  was  a grand  opportunity  for  me  to  attend  the  annual  American 
Society  of  Agricultural.  Engineers  session  at  Michigan  State  University 
last  week.  The  president  of  the  society  told  me  that  the  soil  euad  water 
conservation  section  was  the  most  active  one  of  the  entire  organization. 

I was  glad  to  see  a number  of  our  engineers  and  others  in  attendance  among 
the  1,200  plus  registered.  As  you  know,  I feel  strongly  that  membership 
and  participation  in  professional  society  activities  is  a good  way  to  help 
keep  up  to  date  technically. 

3.  C.  W.  (Chet)  Cleary,  Jr.,  has  been  named  state  conservationist  for 
Nevada.  Since  1931  Chet  haid  been  assisting  George  A.  Hardman,  who  has  now 
retired  from  Federal  service.  Chet  is  a University  of  California  graduate 
in  agriculture.  In  1955  be  received  his  M.  S.  degree  in  Public  Administra- 
tion from  Harvard,  which  he  attended  on  a fellowship.  He  started  with  the 
Service  in  1935^  but  took  time  out  from  19^4  to  1949  to  operate  a 2,500- 
acre  livestock  ranch  in  Nevada.  In  1950  he  was  a soil  conservationist  in 
Costa  Rica  under  the  State  Department’s  Institute  of  Inter-American  Affairs. 
(My  apologies  to  Chet.  The  gremlins  tried  to  make  a Scotchman  of  him  by 
sticking  in  a "Me**  prefix  a couple  issues  ago.) 

4.  Dr.  Ivan  D.  Wood,  extension  irrigation  engineer,  retired  June  30.  Ivan 
began  his  career  as  a member  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  Extension  staff 
in  1914.  He  later  served  with  the  Feirm  Security  Administration  in  Case 
Wheeler  work,  and  for  9 years  was  on  the  SCS  reseeirch  staff  where  he  had  a 
responsibility  for  educational  cooperation  in  the  17  Western  States.  He 
joined  the  Federeil  Extension  staff  in  1954. 

5*  "Conservation  Adventures  With  Dick  and  Debbie'*  is  a new  booklet  that 
recently  had  a "coming  out"  party  attended  by  the  Governor  of  Vermont,  state 
public  and  parochial  school  officials,  SCD  supervisors,  and  others.  Infor- 
mation specialists  Bernie  Roth  and  Lester  Fox  cooperated  with  the  state 
office  and  the  Vermont  Association  of  SCDs  in  its  preparation.  The  25 >000 
copies  will  be  distributed  to  each  8th  grade  student  in  the  state  over  a 
3-year  period. 

6.  The  House  and  Senate  conferees  on  the  Department's  195^  fiscal  year 
appropriation  are  now  scheduled  to  report  about  July  8.  Unresolved  budget 
items  that  affect  the  Service  will  be  settled  at  that  time.  In  the  mean- 
time, we  will  operate  under  emergency  authority. 

7*  The  Minnesota  Conservation  Education  Council  is  promoting  its  Conserva- 
tion Workshop  Plan  thro\igh  which  local  organizations  are  encouraged  to 
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sponsor  a teacher  or  teachers  to  one  of  several  excellent  teachers  work- 
shops in  Minnesota  and  neighboring  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

8.  "Texas  Soil  Conservation  Districts  at  Work"  is  the  title  of  the  70- 
page  progress  report  of  the  Texas  State  Soil  Conservation  Board.  I noted 

in  the  well- illustrated  booklet  that  more  theua  l80,000  fanners  sure  cooperat- 
ing with  the  172  districts  that  cover  97  percent  of  the  land  in  the  state. 

9.  The  Kentucky  Depeurtment  of  Conservation's  Divisions  of  Soil  and  Water 
Resources  and  Flood  Control  and  Water  Usage  have  come  up  with  an  easy-to- 
understeuid  and  interestingly  illxistrated  booklet  on  "A  Suggested  Procedure 
For  Developing  A Small  Watershed  Program."  It  puts  en5)hasis  on  cooperation 
of  all  community  interests. 

10.  The  SCS,  the  Forest  Service,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  state 
counterparts  of  the  latter  two  now  are  putting  the  finishing  touches  on 
their  three-ring  "Conservation  Circxia"  for  the  50,000  Boy  Scouts  who  will 
attend  the  Valley  Forge  National  Jamboree  starting  July  12. 

The  "circus"  will  consist  of  three  similar  units,  each  containing  three 
open-air  curenas — one  featuring  soil  and  water  conservation,  auaother  forestry, 
and  a third  fish  and  wildlife.  A guided  tour  of  the  conservation  displays 
and  demonstrations  of  each  unit  by  a group  of  Scouts  will  be  preceded  by 
the  premiere  showing  of  a 12-minute  conservation  movie,  "Our  Magic  land." 

Each  Scout  will  also  receive  a 64-pcige  booklet,  "Conservation  Magic  for 
Scouts,"  prepared  by  the  cooperating  Federal  agencies  euad  published  through 
the  National  Wildlife  Federation. 

11.  A clipping  from  the  Atlanta  Constitution  discloses  a new  use  for  Kudzu. 

A story  of  a shotgun  slaying  said  the  suspect  "ran  into  the  woods  and  dis- 
appeared in  the  kudzu,  a lush  vine  valued  as  a cover  crop."  He  was,  however, 
captured  later. 

12.  Assistant  Administrator  Van  Dersal,  who  is  on  a year's  leave  studying 
under  a Rockefeller  grant,  has  returned  from  his  round  the  world  trip  that 
took  him  to  Australia,  New  Zealand,  England  and  Scotland,  where  he  studied 
the  administration  of  natural  resources  in  those  countries.  In  2 weeks  he 
goes  to  Canada  for  similar  work  and  plans  then  to  be  at  the  State  Conserva- 
tionists conference  at  Asilomar.  Van  says  he  hasn't  found  anything  yet 
better  than  the  SCS. 

13.  A new  conservation  book  that  sets  some  kind  of  record  for  pride  of 
authorship  among  SCS  fo3Jks  is  FLAT  TOP  RANCH,  the  story  of  a grassland 
venture  in  Texas.  Our  own  W.  R.  Van  Dersal,  J.  C.  Dykes,  and  B.  W.  Allred 
each  wrote  chapters,  and  Dykes  and  Allred  finished  editing  the  book  after 
the  death  of  Louis  Bromfield,  who  started  the  job.  But  dozens  of  SCS  people 
from  state  office  to  work  unit  levels  who  had  a heuad  in  the  conservation 
program  on  Flat  Top  ranch  all  share  pride  in  the  accomplishment  recorded  in 
the  University  of  Oklahoma  Press  book. 
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To : 

From: 

Subject: 


All  SCS  Field  Offices 

D.  A.  WiUiams,  Administrator 

Current  Developments 


U.S.DEPT.0F  AGRICULTURE 
hatiohal  agricultural  LIIRARY 

APR  7 1969 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Business  in  the  Washington  office  is  exceptionally  brisk  now  that  Congress 
has  returned.  We're  "up  to  our  ears"  preparing  for  the  Budget  hearings  and 
answering  Congressional  queries.  Some  of  the  questions  are  knotty  ones,  but 
many  of  them  relate  to  facets  of  the  program.  We  have  some  specific  congres- 
sional requests  that  require  analyses  of  our  work  at  several  locations.  Our 
Budget  hearings  have  been  rescheduled  and  are  now  set  for  March  5* 


We're  also  making  progress  in  our  study  of  our  "external"  and  "internal" 
reports.  We  are  hopeful  that  this  study  will  result  in  oiir  being  able  to  trim 
o\ir  list  of  "must"  reports.  At  the  same  time  we're  overhauling  our  communica- 
tions system  to  increase  our  efficiency  on  that  score. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  I keep  thinking  of  that  spring  yard  work  that  I didn't 
get  to  at  home  last  fall.  I suppose  that  many  of  you  have  your  seed  catalogs 
by  now. 

Other  Developments: 


1.  As  many  of  you  know,  I constantly  urge  our  folks  to  do  more  writing  for 
technical  and  scientific  journals.  I was  pleased  to  learn  that  our  information 
folks  cleared  a total  of  217  manuscripts  in  1957,  an  increase  of  35  over  1956. 
These  were  either  for  national  publications  or  given  at  national  meetings  by 
SCS  personnel.  Forty-six  were  written  by  Washington  and  Beltsville  people, 
while  171  came  from  field  offices.  From  an  area  standpoint,  the  Western  states 
led  with  45,  followed  by  the  Plains  states,  4l;  Southeast,  36;  Cornbelt;  28; 
and  Northeast,  I9.  My  compliments  to  those  of  you  who  prepared  the  papers. 

2.  Recently,  I have  been  thinking  some  more  about  keeping  our  Service  well 
informed  technically.  State  Conservationists  will  recall  that  I talked  about 
this  at  our  annual  meeting  in  California  last  year.  I have  just  finished  issue 
No.  13  of  "Progress  in  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Research"  supplied  to  all  our 
field  offices  by  the  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Research  Division  of  ARS.  I 
was  impressed  by  the  wealth  of  information  available  to  work  units  in  this  issue 
Some  State  program  staffs  are  pinpointing  items  of  special  importance  in  particu 
lar  work  units  by  notes  to  the  field  when  each  issue  arrives.  This  seems  like  a 
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good  idea  to  me.  Maybe  we  should  give  some  thought  to  other  ways  of  bringing 
good  information  to  the  attention  of  our  technicians. 

3.  Since  passage  of  Public  Law  5^6,  3^  States  have  enacted  80  pieces  of  legis- 
lation relating  to  the  watershed  protection  program. 

k.  In  the  course  of  the  workshop  here  last  week  with  the  seven  State  Conserva- 
tionists appointed  recently,  I had  opportunity  to  get  better  acquainted  with 
them,  their  plans,  and  their  problems.  At  our  Friday  Washington  office  staff 
meeting,  each  of  them  had  some  good  things  to  say  about  the  progress  of  conser- 
vation work  in  his  state.  They,  too,  expressed  their  appreciation  for  the 
workshop . 

5.  Our  snow  survey  section  headed  by  Arch  Work  of  Portland,  Ore.,  has  received 
a citation  from  the  National  Safety  Council  for  operating  over  a 17-year  period 
without  loss  of  life.  More  than  100  snow  surveyors  attended  this  year*s  safety 
training  course  near  Jackson,  Wyo.,  last  week. 

6.  As  of  January  1,  an  estimated  928,000  acres  had  been  damaged  by  wind  action 
in  the  Great  Plains  this  season.  Total  damages  this  season  were  about  onfe -third 
as  much  as  at  the  same  date  a year  ago.  General  conditions  in  the  Great  Plains 
were  not  nearly  as  severe  as  they  were  a year  earlier,  and  farmers  have  emergency 
tilled  637^000  acres  this  season.  The  estimated  acreage  in  condition  to  blow 
January  1 was  8.3  million  acres,  about  30  percent  less  than  a year  earlier. 

7.  Ten  additional  Nebraska  counties  have  been  designated  as  eligible  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Great  Plains  Conservation  Program,  P.L.  1021,  raising  the  10 -State 
total  to  243. 

8.  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  met  with  Louisiana  SCD  supervisors  at  their 
annual  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge  this  week. 

9.  Assistant  Administrator  Kellogg  is  in  India  on  a 6-week  assignment  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation.  Maiking  his  headquarters  at  New  Delhi, 
Dr.  Kellogg  is  traveling  in  India  with  that  nation* s soil  scientists,  assisting 
them  with  their  problems  in  light  of  the  country's  pressing  food  needs.  He  plans 
to  return  February  12. 

10.  West  Virginia's  soil  conservation  districts  sponsor  selection  of  that  state's 
’’Rural  Minister  of  the  Year.”  Each  district  nominates  a candidate  for  the  award. 
The  state  SCD  association  contributes  $100  toward  the  winner's  expenses  for  a 
short  course  at  Emory  university.  The  minister  chosen  also  gives  an  inspirational 
talk  at  the  state  association's  annual  meeting.  This  year  the  state  association 
is  suggesting  that  all  districts  provide  for  expenses  of  their  nominee  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  association. 

11.  We've  recently  received  excellent  published  ”20  year  Progress  Reports"  of 
the  North  Dakota  and  Georgia  State  Soil  Conservation  Committees.  The  Nevada 
State  Soil  Conservation  Committee  has  issued  a similar  printed  report  for  the 
1953-57  period.  All  are  well  laid  out  and  illustrated.  The  Oklahoma  State  Soil 
Conservation  Board  has  just  published  a fine  ’’Soil  Conservation  District  Workers* 
Handbook.” 


- 3 - 


12.  Congressional  action  came  quickly  on  six  small  watershed  projects  that 
sure  of  sufficient  size  or  cost  to  require  approval  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Agricultural  Committees.  The  work  plans  for  High  Pine  Creek,  Alabama;  Big 
Sandy  Creek,  Colorado;  Abbotts  Creek  and  Deep  Creek,  North  Carolina;  and  Knob 
Creek  and  York  Creek,  Texas,  were  approved  by  the  House  Committee  on  January  2k 
and  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  January  29.  The  Bureau  of  the  Budget  trans- 
mitted the  plans  to  the  Congress  on  January  6. 

In  addition,  we  have  approved  work  plans  for  three  smaller  projects: 

Rocky  Creek  Branch  and  Simpson  Creek,  Iowa;  and  Thon5)son  Creek,  Texas.  This 
brings  the  total  approved  for  construction  to  69  under  the  P.L.  ^66  program. 

13.  Associate  Dean  T.  H.  Fenske  in  a convocation  during  the  University  of 
Minnesota's  Farm  and  Home  Week  complimented  our  Service  and  soil  conservation 
districts  of  that  state.  Discussing  "the  Development  of  Minnesota  Agricult\ire 
during  the  Past  100  Years,"  Dean  Fenske  cited  the  "Organization  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  and  Soil  Conservation  Districts"  as  one  of  the  10  major 
forces  which  have  played  a key  role. 

14.  Special  conservation  editions:  Twin-City  News,  Batesburg-Leesville,  S.C.; 

Dispatch -News,  Lexington,  S.  C.;  Morning  Star,  Greenwood,  Miss.;  Advertiser- 
Gleeun,  Guntersville , Ala.;  Times -New  Era,  Fort  Payne,  Ala.;  Cherokee  County 
Herald,  Centre,  Ala.;  Hermiston  (Oreg.)  Herald;  Daily  Republican,  Burlington, 
Kans.;  Attica  (Kans.)  Independent. 

15-  Supervisors  of  the  Haywood  County  North  Carolina  SCD  now  are  sworn  into 
office.  The  oath  of  office  drafted  by  the  district  is  administered  by  the 
Superior  Court  clerk  in  a brief  ceremony.  David  Noland  was  the  first  super- 
visor to  take  the  oath. 

16.  Heads  of  the  five  in-Service  training  centers  worked  a week  with  E.  J. 
Peterson  and  other  Washington  folks  here  recently.  They  dealt  with  problems 
in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  training  centers. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 
Washin^on  25,  D.  C. 


To:  All  SCS  .Field  Offices 

From:  D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator 

Subject:  Current  Develoiments 


March  21  j^ducuiTUflE 

NATIONU  AGMCUITURM.  UBRARY 

APR  7 1969 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


After  a 4-day  bout  with  the  flu  bug,  I got  back  on  the  job  in  time  to  meet 
with  the  NASCD  officers  and  directors  at  their  annual  spring  meeting  here 
this  week.  Many  other  USD/V  and  Department  of  the  Interior  agency  officials, 
as  well  as  Corps  of  Engineers  and  Congressmen,  also  participated  in  their 
sessions.  The  NASCD  folks  also  participated  in  our  "big  snow"  of  March  201 

Among  the  actions  reported  by  the  NASCD  board  were  the  following  policy  re so 
lutions: 

"1.  That  the  Boeurd  of  Directors  of  the  NationaJ.  Association  of  Conser- 
vation Districts  reaffirm  its  belief  in  the  sixth  objective  of  the 
Association's  Constitution  and  By-Laws  as  found  in  Article  I, 

Section  2,  namely: - ^ 

'To  secure  the  adoption  by  Congress  of  a single  national 
plan  for  the  conservation  and  development  of  soil  and 
water  resources  to  be  carried  out  through  democratically 
organized  and  locally  controlled  Soil  Conservation 
Districts.  ' 

2.  That  the  Board  reiterate  once  again  its  stand  in  favor  of  the  fol- 
lowing four-point  policy  adopted  previously  by  the  Board  as  guiding 
principles  for  the  Association  through  its  Legislative  Committee: 

a.  Any  monies  appropriated  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  conservation  be  channeled  through  the  appro- 
priate agency  for  permanent  and  enduring  soil  and  water 
conservation  practices. 

b.  Monies  appropriated  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  production  control  and  price  stabilization  should 
be  distinguished  as  such. 

c.  We  believe  that  Soil  Conservation  Districts  and  their 
association  should  be  called  on  to  assist  in  formulat- 
ing local  and  state  agricultural  programs,  and 
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d.  We  also  recommend  an  accelerated  national  land  and 
water  capability  inventory;  and  that  future  diverted 
acres  be  based  on  that  inventory. 

3.  That  this  Board  and  this  Association  would  oppose  the  handling  by 
Soil  Conservation  Districts  of  any  Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
(ACP)  funds  and/or  payments  to  farmers." 

Other  Developments: 

1.  You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  steps  taken  by  the  Administration  to 
help  stimulate  business  activity  in  rural  areas  and  in  the  general  economy 
include  a proposal  to  step  up  the  tempo  of  watershed  work.  The  $14,7^0^000 
increase  in'  the  1959  budget  for  watershed  protection  and  flood  prevention  pro- 
posed by  President  Eisenhower  would  enable  the  Department  to  increase  from  60 
to  approximately  100  the  number  of  new  small  watershed  projects  started  in  the 
next  fiscal  year. 

Under  the  President's  proposal,  $10,000,000  of  the  increase  would  be  to 
accelerate  the  P.  L.  ^66  projects,  and  approximately  $5  million  would  be  for* 
accelerating  installation  of  measures  on  the  11  authorized  flood  prevention 
projects. 

Of  the  826  P.  L.  566  applications  received  to  date,  330  have  been  approved 
for  planning  assistance.  Of  the  330,  71  have  been  approved  for  operations;  we 
have  on  hand  15  final  plans  and  33  tentative  plans;  I6I  plans  are  being  pre- 
pared and  50  applications  have  been  terminated  as  impractical  at  present. 

2.  A.  L.  (Art)  Darsey,  former  Riverside,  California,  area  conservationist, 
was  here  last  week  to  testify  at  the  House  agricultural,  appropriations  sub- 
committee hearing.  Art,  who  is  now  head  of  California's  State  Division  of 
Soil  Conservation,  stopped  by  to  say  "hello"  at  our  staff  meeting  and  to  tell 
about  his  State's  new  division  of  soil  conservation  in  the  Department  of 
Natural  Resources. 

3.  Notification  copies  of  our  two  new  publications,  "More  Wildlife  Through 
Soil  and  Water  Conservation,"  AIB-175^  and  "Sediment  Is  Your  Problem,"  AIB-174, 
have  been  sent  to  all  our  field  offices. 

4.  Adrian  Fox  of  our  Educational  Relations  and  I are  again  serving  on  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  of  the  7th  annual  National  Land,  Pasture  and  Range 
Judging  Contest  at  Oklahoma  City's  new  State  Fairgrounds,  May  1 and  2.  This 
year's  event  includes  competitions  for  4-H  and  FFA  members,  college  students, 
men,  girls,  and  women. 

5.  The  1957  Essay  Contest  sponsored  by  the  Louisville  Courier-Journal  in 
cooperation  with  Kentucky's  SCD's  attracted  26,512  papers.  The  subject  was 
"Conserving  Our  Soil  and  Water  Resources  Through  the  Watershed  Approach." 

6.  C.  Lindsey  Hunt,  chairman  of  the  "on  to  Asheville"  drive  of  the  SCSA,  has 
reminded  me  to  reserve  October  19-22  for  the  195^  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 
He  tells  me  that  the  North  Carolina  chapter  is  already  making  plans  to 
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accommodate  more  than  1,000  at  this  year*s  convention.  Lindsey  reported 
that  several  other  chapters  have  begun  "on  to  Asheville"  drives,  too. 

7.  Discussions  at  the  NASCD*s  board  meeting  here  this  week  indicated  that 
Soil  Stewardship  Week  scheduled  for  May  11- 18  will  be  more  widely  observed 
this  year  than  a year  ago.  We’ve  had  reports  that  many  districts  soon  will 
be  conducting  conservation  tours  to  help  brief  cooperating  ministers  on 
local  developments  in  soil  and  water  conservation. 

In  the  last  issue  I talked  of  the  Sunday  Inspirational  Meeting  opening 
the  NASCD  convention  as  one  of  the  new  features  of  the  1958  annual  meeting. 
Missouri’s  Howard  Jackson  thoughtfully  reminded  me  that  the  first  Inspira- 
tional Service  was  at  St.  Louis,  where  the  Illinois  and  Iowa  Ladies  Auxil- 
iaries and  the  Committee  arranged  the  program. 

8.  Frank  E.  Neely  is  the  new  Coshocton,  Ohio,  Training  Center  supervisor. 
Formerly  a WUC  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Frank  replaces  "Doc"  Taylor,  who  stopped 
to  see  us  this  week  en  route  to  his  foreign  assignment  to  India. 

9.  The  Kansas  Industrial  Development  Camnission  recently  adopted  a resolu- 
tion pledging  its  support  of  and  cooperation  with  the  SCS,  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  and  the  Army  Engineers,  "the  three  federal  agencies  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  developing  the  water  resources  of  the  nation."  Com- 
mission Director  John  H.  Sticher  said  it  took  the  action  "in  order  to  place 
Kansas  in  a more  favorable  competitive  situation  with  surrounding  states  for 
attracting  industry."  The  resolution  also  urged  the  Kansas  Water  Resources 
Board  and  other  state  sigencies  to  consider  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
early  completion  of  the  authorized  and  recommended  water  control  projects  in 
Kansas. 

10.  The  23rd  North  American  Wildlife  Conference  in  St.  Louis  provided  me  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  objectives  and  accomplishments  in  soil  and  water 
conservation  and  point  out  their  relationship  to  wildlife.  I told  the  con- 
ference that  the  time  is  right  for  sportsmen  and  wildlife  organizations  to 
join  with  soil  conservation  districts  to  work  together  to  benefit  all  land 
resources  and  all  uses  of  such  resources.  Districts  now  include  93  percent 
of  all  farms  and  ranches  in  the  country  and  about  88  percent  of  the  farmland. 
Speaking  for  the  Service,  I said  that  we  will  continue  to  deal  with  wildlife 
as  an  inseparable  part  of  the  interrelated  community  on  all  land.  We  will 
further  encourage  the  farmers  and  ranchers  we  help  to  make  wildlife  improve- 
ments as  conservation  works  are  carried  forward.  We  can  have  productive 
farms  and  plenty  of  wildlife — at  the  same  time. 

The  week  prior  to  the  Wildlife  Conference  our  biologists  held  a workshop 
at  St.  Louis.  State  Conservationists  Flueck  of  Minnesota,  Martin  of  Louisiana, 
euid  Bruce  of  Missouri  participated  in  the  sessions. 

11.  With  the  cooperation  of  our  office  and  the  Northwest  Worcester  SCD,  the 
Barre,  Mass.,  Gazette  recently  conducted  a "Mystery  Farm  Contest."  Each  week 
a farm  conservation  map  of  a local  cooperator  was  printed  with  a list  of 
clues,  most  of  \rtiich  were  conservation  practices  on  the  farm.  The  contestants 
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tried  to  identify  the  f ana's  ovner.  Three  local  merchants  provided  mer- 
chandise prizes  for  each  of  the  six  contest  weeks.  The  first  week  there 
were  60  entries  and  38  correct  answers.  This  is  the  first  such  "mystery 
farm"  contest  we've  noticed  that  has  used  farm  conservation  maps. 

12.  I've  again  reviewed  our  1957  motor  vehicle  summary.  Since  cost  of 
operation  of  the  Service's  vehicle  fleet  in  the  aggregate  is  a sizable  item, 
I would  like  to  ask  every  operator  to  help  us  hold  operating  and  replacement 
costs  down.  I will  be  asking  the  offices  in  charge  of  management  of  our 
fleet  to  study  the  situation  and  set  up  some  guides  for  greater  economy. 

Our  1957  average  expense  per  mile  was  $0.0313  for  passenger  cars  and  $0,039 
for  pickups.  Average  for  all  Service  vehicles  was  $0.03^2. 

13.  I had  hoped  to  be  able  in  this  letter  to  tell  you  what  action  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  taken  on  appropriations,  but  I can't  as  they  haven't 
taken  it!  Looks  like  another  week  or  two  yet.  However,  Senate  hearings  are 
under  way  and  we  are  up  to  bat  on  March  2k, 


